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T O 

The Most Noble 

FRANCIS 

SEYMOUR CONWAY, 

EARL OF HERTFORD, 

Viscount Beauchamp, 

BARONCoNWAYandKlLLULTA, 

KNIGHT 

Of the Moft Noble Order of the Garter, 

One of the Lords of 
His majesty's Bed-Chamber, 

AND 

LORD-LIEUTEN ANT 

Of the County of Warwick. 

* 

My dear Lord^ 

I Should be afraid to ofFer you 
the following work, if it 
was not written with the utmoft 

A 2 imij^^x- 



DEDIC AriO N, 

impartiality towards all perfons 
and parties : It would be unpar- 
donable to have a bias in a mere 
litterary narrative. Yet forne may 
think that I ought to be appre- 
henfive of offering it to you from 
this very impartiality 5 I n^ean, 
from the freedom with wh|£|[ I 
fpeak of your great anceftor,'the 
Prote^cff Somerfet, But who- 
ever fufpeds you of unwilling- 
nefs to hear truth, is littfe ac- 
quainted with you and in- 

d^d when you need not feai 
wiiat t^^^^ can fay of yourfel/ 
it would be too nice to feel fr 
% remote progenitor; efpecial 



DEDlCATtO N. 

as your virtues refled: back, more 
hohour to hini) than his Splendot 
his tfanfmitted to you. What- 
ever bkffliflies He had, he am- 
ply atoned, not only by his un- 
happy death, but by that beau- 
tiful humanity, which prompt- 
ed him to ere6l a Court of Re- 
quejis in his own houfe to hear 
the fuits, the complaints of the 
Poor. 

If there were no other evi- 
dent propriety, my Lord, in my 
prefenting you with any thing 
that I ihould wifli were valu- 
able, the Poor would bear tefti- 

A 3 mony 



DEDIC AriO N. 

mony that an encomium on the 
Protedor's benevolence can be 
no where fo properly addrcfled 
as to the Heir of his Goodnefs. 

1 am^ my Lord, 

your Lordship's 
mojl affeSiionate 
humble Servant ^ 



HORACE WALPOLE, 



Advertifement. 



CT^HE Compiler of the following Lift flatters 

himfelf that He offers to the Public a prefent 

of fome curiofttyy though perhaps of no great value* 

This fingular Catalogue contains an account of no 

fewer than ten Englijh Princes, and of above four » 

fcore Peersy who at different periods, have thrown 

their mite into the treafury of Litteraiure, The 

number much exceeds what is generally known « 

perhaps the ob/curity of fome will not at fir ft fight 

make a favour abU impreffion on the mind of the Rea^ 

der^ nor incline him to think that it was worth while 

to preferve the names of Author Sy whofe works have 

not feemed worth preferving. But when it is ob- 

ferved that it has been impofftble to recover even tb^ 

titles of many pieces written by fo mafterly a genius 

as Lord Somers, it may not be too favourable ajudg* 

ment to prefume that other able authors have met as 

A 4 unmerited 
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unmerited a fate. As Lord Somers's pieces were 

anonymous, we no longer know what to afcrihe to 

Him ; and one cannot help making an inference a 

little fever e ; that the world is apt to ejieem works 

m:refrom \ht refmtation of the Author, than from 

their intrinftc merit. Another caufe that has drawn 

oblivion over fome of our Catalogue, was the unfor^ 

tunate age in which they appeared^ when Learning 

wm hut in ifs dawn^ when our ittnguage wm ^«r- 

harems. Hew htightly »ould Earl Rivers hatfe 

^fiHwd^ had He fi^urifhed in the polijhed 0ra ^ 

' ^een Anne ! Hotv would the thoughts of Bvlin^ 

broke twinkle^ had He written during the wars sf 

York and Lancafler ! 

Be this as it may ; yet are there fiich great names 
to he found in this Catalogue, as will exatfe ere£t^ 
ing a peculiar clafs for them : Bacon, Clarendon^ 
Vitliers Duke of Buckingham, the kuter Lord 
Shaf^fburyy Lord Herbert, Lord Dorfet, and 
ethers are fuffcient Founders of a new Order, 
Some years ago nothing was more common thanfucb 
dMftens of writers. How many Gernum, Dutch^ 
and other heralds^ have marfhaUed authors in this 
manner ! Balthazar Bonifacius made a colle^ion 

of 



^f fuch as had bien in love withjlatues * : Ravi^ 
fius T^xtoTf of fuch as have dud laughing f : 
F^us^ rf chronologers : Bartholinust of ph^ci* 
4ms wb» have been poets. There are catalogues 
0f modern Greek poets ; of illu/irious hajiards ; 
of tranflators 'y of Frenchmen who heeoe Jiuditd 
. Hebrew X\ of all the authors bred at Oxford^ 
by jdniony Wood \ and of all Britijh writers in 
general bp Bale^ Pitts^ and Bijhop Tanner^ 
But if this <olleiiion^ fortified with fuch grave 
etutborities^ JhouUJlill be reckoned trifling iy 
the generality -, it cannot j 1 would hope^ but be 
acceptable to the noble families defcended from 
thefe authors* Confidering what trajb is thought 
worthy to be hoarded by Genealogiftsy the follozv^ 
ing Lift may not be a defpicahle addition to thofe 
repofitories. Of one ufe it certainly may be\ to 
afftft future editors in publijhing the works of any 
of thefe iUuflrious Perfonages. 

♦ Gen. Dift. vol. lo. p. 360. 
t Theatr. Hift. lib. a. chap. 87, 
I In a book called, Gallia Orientalls* 

In 
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In compiling this Catalogue^ / hcnfe not in^ 
ferted perfons as authors^ of whom there is no^ 
thing extant hut letters or fpeeches. Such pieces 
Jh'jw no. intention in the writers to have been 
author Sy and would /well this treatife to an im- 
menfe magnitude* Bijhop Tanker has erected 
many^ Kings and ^eens into authors on thefe 
and Jiill Jlenderer pretenjions^ in which He fur ^ 
pajfes even his bountiful predeceffor Bale. Ac" 
cording to the former even ^uecn Eleanor was 
an author for letters which Jhe is faid to have 
written \ and Edward the Third for his writs 
and precepts to Sheriffs, But this is rUiculous. 

I have chofen to begin no higher than the Con^ 
queft^ though the venerable name of Alfred did 
tempt me to add fo great (in ornament to my 
work : But as I Jhould then not have known en 
what ara to fix ; and being terrified at finding I 
mufl have to do with another Alfred King of 
Northumberland y with Arviragusy Canute '^ nay^ 
with that Virago Boadicia^ and King Bladud^ a 
magician J who difcovered the Bath*waters^ and 

the 
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the art of flying f , io all whom the Bljhop 
very gravely allots their niches^ I contented my" 
Jelf with a later period^ whofe commencement 
however^ as the Reader will find^ is uncertain 
enough to fatisfy any admirer of hijloric paradoxes 
and fables. 

One liberty I have taken^ which is calling up 
by Writ, if I may fay fiy fome eldeji Sons of 
Peers^ who never attained the title ; as the Earl 
of Surrey^ and the Lord Rochfordy &c. In 
ranging the whole feriesj I have generally gone 
by the years of their deaths, exctpt where they long 
out 'lived their flgnificance^ or the period in which 
they chiefly Jhone. 

I will not detain .the Reader any longer from 
what little entertainment he may flnd in the work 

t It feems he had a mind to pafs for a God : 
Inviting his people to the Capital to fee a proof 
of his divinity, after a few evolutions in the air, 
his wings failed him, and he tumbled upon the 
Temple of Apollo and broke his neck; which 
Leland mentions as a judgment; allowing an 
impofTibility, in order to get at a miracle, vol. i. 

itfelf 
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iifelf^ hHt id make an apology for freedt 

have taken of two forts ; the ofje, with fom 

toric names J whofe defcendents Jfill exifl. 

are families mentioned in this work^ whofe 

honours were the wages offervilityi their latti 

rewards or ornaments of the mofi amialk vi 

It were an affront to the latter^ to fuppofe th 

is not at liberty to treat the former as ihey dej 

No man who is confcious of the one can b, 

citous about the other. Another fort of Lie 

have allowed myfelf is in fcrutinizing fome fc 

charaSfers ; yet I never mean to offer my i 

hut with fubmiffton to better judgments ^ Wi 

choofi to fay here^ rather than repeat it tin 

en every occafion. 7 his freedom of difafjion 

dead of any rank, or however coufecroted 

authority of great names^ or even by the efl. 

agesy every man ought to be at liberty to e> 

Tie great eft Men certainly may be mifiah 

may even the judgment of ages, which often 

pinions upon trufi. No authority^ under L 

is too great to be called in queftion ; and he 

venerable Monarchy may be in afiate^ no mc 

toijkid to fee the government of Letters und 

form but that of a Republic. As a Citizen < 

Co 



"■•'*^ 



Cmmoti'Wealih I propQfe my fentlments for the 
rmjion of any decree^ of any bcnorgry fenUnce^ 
as I think fit : My Fellow-dtizem, equally free^ 
will vote according to their opinions. 

Thus mufh wi(h regard to grec(t names: At 
to any other notions vMch m^y clajb with thofe 
commonly received or better ejlablijhed^ let it he 
underfiood, that I propofe my own with the fan^e 
deference and diffidence^ and by no means ex^ 
peSfing they Jhould be adopted^ unlefs they are 
found agreeable to good Senfe : Still lefs intend^ 
ing to wrangle for them^ if they are contejled. 
This work was calculated to atnufe: If it offends 
any man, or is taken toe ferioujly^ the Author 
will be concerned 'y b^t (t will never make him 
foferious as to defend it. 



P, S. As feveral Peers may be omitted, wha 
bave^a right to appear in this lifl, the Author 
would be greatly obliged for any hint of them^ 
and they Jhall if inferted in their proper place, 
if ^Vif this Catalogue Jhould again be printed:, 
2 For 
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For errors in faSfs^ that may be^ and moji prO" 
hably are in a firjl attempt towards a work of 
this kindy He hopes they will he excufedy and will 
be glad to have them pointed out that they may be 
corrected. A few of thefe have already been re^ 
marked byfome of his friends^ and it is with great 
gratitude he thanks them for fo kind a fervice. 
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ROYAL AUTHORS. 



RlCttARD trtE FiksT4 



THOUGH Henry the Krft dbtrined 
the fair appellatloii df Beauclerc, ot , 
the Learned, yet has ooAetbori I 

think, afcribedany^compontiontoHiiii. Cou- 
fidering the ftate of literature in that age 
one may conje6ture what was the ernditioii 
of a Prince to whom the Monks [the DoSors 
of his time ! ] imparted a title fo confiiied to 

* Bijbop Tamer in his Bibliothecd Britannica^ 
has ranked Henry among his authors ; but I can^ 
not Jo lightly call him bne^ as the Bijhop Aes afttt 
Leland^ on the latter having difcovered itt 8t. Au'- 
JiifCs church -at Dover a book tompofed from laws or 
decrees elucidated and enabled b^ that King^ videf 
^. 95, wffT is it Jvfficitnt that BiJJjop Bale fays he 
tvrot^ epijiks to Anfelm. 

Vqu h B their 



2 RQTAL AUTHORS. 

their own brotherhood. One is more furprizeJ 
to be obliged to attribute the firft place ii^ this 
catalogue to his fierce great-grandiboy Cpeur 
de-Lion ! It is alTerted, that towards tl^e ezid 
of his Father's reign, which his rebel temper 
diflurbed, he lived much in the Courts of the 
Princes of Provence, learned their language, 
and prafllfed their poetry> then called ,7>&« 
gay §ciencey and the flandard of Politeneis of 
that age. The Englifliy who had a turn to 
numbers, are particularly laid to have dhlti^ 
vated that dialefl, finding thek own tongue toa 
ftubbora and inflexible. 

Mr. Jlymcr, in his fliort view^ of Tragedy, 
H earneft to aflert the pretenilons of this Moi»> 
arch as a Poet, againil Roger Hoveden the 
Monk, who* be (uppofes, was angry at . t^ 
King's patronizing the Provencal bardsj rec- 
koned ^of the party of the Albigenfes, : then 
warring on t^ Pope and France. Hgved^ 
feys pofitiyely, that Richard, to raifc bifa>^ 
fsM 2l name, bought and begged verfes and 
flattering rhymes, and drew over fingers anc^ 
Jefters from France,, to chant panegyrics oh 

kini 



Aim about the ftreets, and it was everywhere 

Taid^ That the World contained nothing like 

. hlixT. f Thb itccoiint feems more agreable to 

the charafter of that ambitious reliefs Monarchy 
whpfe vagrant paflion for fame let him, in a 
reign of ten years, reiide but eight months in 
' ms own kingdom, than Mr^ Rymer's, who 
would metamorphofe him into the foft lute- 
loving Hero of poefy, and at the fame time 
afcribes to him connexions with a faction at 
Variance with the King of France, his ally 
agalnft his Father* * ' 

However, fince this article Was written, 1 
have found great reaibn to believe that Ri- 
chard was aftually an Author. Crefcimbenii 
in his commentary on the lives of the ]?roven(al 
Poets, fays, that kichard, being (truck with 
the fweetnefs of that tongue, fet himfelf to 
tompofe a ibnnet in it, which he' fent to th^ 
l^incefs Stephanetta, wife of Hagh de Baux, 

and Datrghter of Gtfbert the feeond Count of 

■ -' ~ - « . 

- f Not to mention hoiv much nearet to the timi 
the Monk lived than Mr. Rymer* 

* Qen\ HiH^ vol 2. p. 293* 

B a Pj^ 
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Provence *. He fays afterwards in a cbaptct^ 
exprefsly written on this King, that rcfiding- 
in the Court of Raimond Berlinghicri, Cofint 
of Provence, He feU in love with the Prin- 
cefs Leonora, one of that Piince's four* 
Daughters, whom Richard afterwands married v 
that He employed himfelf in- rhyming in that 
knguage, and wben He wad pf ifoner^ competed 
fome fotmets which he f^nt to Beatrix Countefa- 
of Provence, lifter of Leonora> and in which he: 
complains of his Barons for letting him lie io^ 
captivity. Crefcimbeni qu^es- four Itnes^ 
which are nearly the fame with a part of the 
Ibnnet itfelf, as it ftill exi(1;s ; and which is fa 
poor a compofition, as far as I can decyph<:r it, 
that it weighs with me more than Crefcim-' 
beni's authority or Rymer^s arguments, to' 
believe it of his Majefty's own fabric. Other- 
wife, Crefeimbenl's account is a heap of blua- 
dcr5. Richard married Berengaria daughter 
of Sancha King of Navarre ;, and no Princefs 
. of Provence. In the life of the very Raimond^ 
here mentioned, p. 76. Crefcimbeni makes the 
lame Eleanor wife of Edward III. and Sanchia^ 
the tlurd daughter, wife of Richard 1. to 

whom. 
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whom this author had before allotted her fifter 
<El^or,aad wWch King was great great lanclc of 
Edward HI. whom this mifer able Hiftoriaa mif- 
taJcea for Edward I. as he certainly does Ri- 
chard I. for his nephew Richard King of the 
Romans. Crrfcimbeni informs us that there are 
j>oemsof6ttr King Rictelrd -in the library of St. 
Lorenzo at Florence, in u^a de^ cadkl Proven- 
sUiU'y and others ml N** 3204 della Vaticana. I 
have had both repofitories carefully fearched. 
The reference to the Vatican proves a new in- 
accuracy of this author : there is no work of 
King Richard. In page 71 of N° 3204 thei:e is 
a Poem by Rich^uts de Verbeil ; and page loS 
another by Richauts de Terafcon ; with fliort 
accounts of each author prefixed to their fon- 
nets, but withdut the kaft mention of any roy«- 
alty belqoging to them; 

In the La^r^tiae Kbrsy i& the King's 'Tonnet 
mentioned above, which 1 h^ve twice had tranf- 
cribed with the greateft exaftnefs ; and as it has 
**fiever been printed, 'fo ancient and Angular a 
curiofity will probably be acceptable to the 
f eaden I do not pretend to give him my inter- 

B 3 pretatloQy 
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pretadon, as I am fcnfiblc it is very impcrfcft f 
and yet I think I underftan4, the drift of ^v^ry . 
ftanza but the laft, which has proved totally unin* 
telligible to every perfon that.ba$ hitherto feea it. 

« + BihUoth, Laura. PJut, XLL cod. 42^ 
^^ Membran. in folio p. 184, ben confervatoj;/ 
<* fino alia paga. 72 fono poefi Proven3»li, . - 

Reis Ri2(ARD. 

Ja nus ]^m pris non dira fa raifoo 
Adreitament fe com horn dolent noa 
Mas per conort pot il fairc chanfoq 
Pro adamis, mas povre Ibn li doa "^^ 

Onta j avrop, fe por ma reezoQ 
Soi fai dos yvcr pris. 

t Or Sachon ben mi horn e mi baroa 
Engles, Norman, Pettavin ct Guafcon 
Qe gc navoie fi povre compagnon 
Qeu laiffaffe por aver en prcifon 

+ This Note v;as fent from Florenw xviib 'the 
finnet. 

% Thu is thi Jianza quoted hy Crtfiimbeni. 
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Cfe nol di pas, pdr nulla retraifoa 
Mas anquar foige prisT. 



'•t 



Jatt fid eu de iTer cettdnament « i " . 
Com mort ne pris na amie ne parent 
Qufet il me laiflent por or nl por ai^ctit 
Mai mes de mi, 'mat perz mes porma gent 
Qapres ma mort n aiiroh rieperzhamoDlt *'-■'■ " 
Tan longament foi pri$. 

Nom merveill feu ai le cor dolent 
Qe meflen her met nia terra en torment 
No li menbra del iioAre fegrament ' ■' .i- -. ■ ' 
Qe nos fdmes an dos comunelment • - 
Bem fai de ver qe gsure longament 
Non ferai eu fa pris. 

Ml compagnon cul j amol e cui j aoi 
cadeCham'ecildelPerraram v ^ 
De lor chanzon qil non font pas c6rtaia 
Unca vers els non t)i cor fels ni vain • 
Sa me guertoient il feron qe vilaini '^ 
Tail com gc foie pris. 

Or faqhcnt/ten Enievln e Toraia. 

... •■ • •.'-.. 

E il bacbaliers qi fon legier e (aia 

B4 Qcn 
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Qen gombre Ibie pris en lutrui m^ 
n ma juvaflen mas il do ve un graia 
De belles armes font era voit li plaia 
Per zo qe g^ foi pris. 

Contefia foit votre prei fohrain 
Sal deits e garde eel per cui me clam 
Et per cui ge fei pris ; 
Ge nol di pas por cela de eertrain 
Ia mere Loys. 

** Quefia eaozone e ftata ricerretta e riccasio 
<* firontata con 1' ori^ale, e ritrevata tBkre in 
<' tutto fedel^ fecondo il parere msco del Cax|o* 
'^ Qico Bandim biUiotecam. 



EDWARD THE Second. 



BISHOP Tanner fays J, that in the He* 
rald*s-office is extant in manufcript a 
Latin poem written by this unhappy Prince, 
while a prifo^ier, the t^tle of which is 
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LamentaUo gloriofi Regis Ed ward! de Kar« 
irvan> quam edicUt tempore fiis iacarcera- 



** narvan 
^' tloms. 

As this King never fhowed any fymptoms of 
afTe^SlioQ to Uterati^re, as 01^ never heard of 
his having the leaft turn to Poetrj, I ibould be- 
lieve that this melody of a dying Monarch 19 
about as authentic^ as that of the old poetic 
"warbler the Swan» and no better founded thaii 
the title of Gloriofi^ His majefty fcarcely be-, 
ilowed this epithet on himfelf in his affliftlon ; 
and whoever conferred it, probably nude him a 
prefcnt of thq vorfcs top. If they are genuine, 
it is extraordinary that lb great a canoflty ibould 
never have b«en publifhed. However, while 
there was this authority, he was not to be 
emitted. , "' : 



HENRY THE Eighth* / 

A .S all the Succeflbrs of thia Prince owe 
•^ *• their unchangeable title of Defender. 
Of TH^ Faith to his piety and karfiing> we 

do 
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do oot prefome to qweftion his prctenfions tcfi' 
place iQ this catalogue. Otherwifey a Ihtie' 
fcepticiTm on his Majefty*s talents for fwii, z 
peifonnaace, mean as it is, might make u^. 
qaeftioa whether He did not write the defence 
of the facraments againft Luther, as | (Hie 6f 
his Socceflbrs is fuppofed to have written the 
Eixew Ba(riX»xfj ; that is, with the pen of fome 
♦ onirt-prelate. It happened nnfortunateljr, 
that the champion of the church neither coft- 
Tinced his antagonift norhimfelf: Luther died 
a heretic ; his Majefly would have been one, if 
he had not erefted himfelf into the head of 
that very church, which he had recdved fo, 
glorious a compliment for oppo/ing. But by a 
iingular felicity in the wording of the title, it 
felted Henry equally well, when be burned 
papifts or proteftants ; it fuited each of his 
daughters, Mary and Elizabeth; it fitted the 
martyr Charles, and the profligate Charles:'^ 
tbeR<Kni(h James, and the Calvinift William ; ' 

I Charles thi Firjt. 
* Sounders and Bellarmim afcrihtdM to Bijbep 
Ftflfer.% others Jo Sir Thomas mare. . " ,. 

Vide Ld.' Herbert's Life of Hen. VlU. p. 451Q. • 

and 
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«^(^ a^ lafl? feemed. peqijliarly acfe^p^d, to -ilic- 
wos^J;.ljead q£. high-churchy Aane.. : .. 

'rtife' worki have mentioned was printed ia 
quart6T)y Richard Pbfon, with this dtfe, *'■ 

. ^* AQcrtio kp^vs *;facramentQr^ai adverfus. 
*^ Martya lather, <?di^ ab invifiii!Gini0 Aiagli^.i' 
** & Francias rcge & de Hyberniaejus oomijus j 
" oftavo." It entds, ** apud inclytani: WRbem^ 
** Xfpndinum, in sedibus PiofonianiSy Anno* , 
**rMVDXXi# quarto i4us JuliL Cum priyilegio I 
" rege indulto. JEdlto prima *." ' 

Lufher not pnly treated this piece of royal, 
theology in a very cavalier manner, but [which, 
feems jto have given the moft offence] afcribed 
it to others. The King in the year 1525 replied 
in a f(^cond piece intituled, 

** Litterarum, ^quibus iaviftiffimttis Prin(^>ft 
«* Henry Vin. yv. refpondit ad quandam epif*^ *:' 
'* tcrfam Mairtini Lutheri ad fe miffiUn, ' ftripflns^ ' 
** Lutberanae quoque epiftolae exemplum !•" ^ 

It 
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It is remarkable that the Emperor's arms vi 
affixed to the title p^e. 

Ifi the SjrUoge EpiAolarmn ^t die end 
Hearoe's editioD of T. Unus\ hUkorroS He 
the Rfth, is a wretdied controvcrfial Je 
written by thU K'mg to the Biihop erf" Dnrh 
oo auriculajr coofeffion, in which he profe 
n:t beh>g apt to confult learned mea for 
writings p 

Critka haip^ ways oC dSifcoverii^ t]?te ge&u 
nefs of a bootc by comparing it with oi 
works of the fame author : We have || li 
of his Majefty's compofition to help us to ju 
whether the trades againft Luther be really 
but his love-letters to Anne Boleyn : The i 
of them has certainly no analogy to his pole 
divinity. Strype * gives an account of a b 

X Amti^ p. 103. 

I Strypi^t upm the dtiibcriiy •/ BiHthnfus^ 

£} iha tp Kimg Henry a ta^k on the iyramny a»d u 
pat ion oftkc BJb»p ff Rome, ; bui I amof cp't 
with Lord Herbert^ that it wa\ a mijlake for 
writ! en by Fox Bijhop of Hereford^ which wai it 
Ifit.d by J^ord Stafforiy emd of which an ace 
nil! t: given hereafter » Strype* s Memorials^ in 
^ 149. 
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wliiah the KsUg Wf^te aiid fent to 'R.atae ^untig 
the proceedings oq his firft divorce, in which he 
had fet down the reafoas for dillbhring his mar- 
riage, and the (cruples of his confcience ; but 
I caDBOt find that it exifts or was erer print- 
ed : It wa» probably dotbing more than a me • 
morial, as many pieces in Bi(hop Tanner's 
lift were <idiy State-papers. ' What ttiy be 
properly reckoned his works, [for itfeabfttrtt 
to call inftru£):ions and proclamations lo] ^re 
the following ^9 thou^ not exlfting as I can 
find; 

** Aa introduflion to Grammar.. 

** A book of prayers* 

*^ Pteface by the King to his prim:cr/* 

Befides ma&y of his fpeeches and letters, f ^a^ 
the following, mentioned too by Holland j: ;. 

*' De poteflate regia contra Papam. 

* ^ 393. 

f Scftu pf which an in the library sfC.CLC 
Caniiridge. 
- J Hercoioglay p. 5* 

4t £te 



i 
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«' De Chrilliam Hooilois inflitudohe, Ab/t. 



r\' • . i-- 



" De ioftituenda pube, lib. i. "^-^ 

^' £eatentiam de Maotuaoo coafUio, lilhf&^>7f 

** De Jufto in Scotos bello.*' 

^ Tin work is aHually extant^ but fcarci cpf^ 
tefponds with it's title ^ not containing direRiom fir 
the pra£fici but for the faith of a Chrijlian^ anj 
fuch chrijiianlty as Henry chofe to cotnpoUnd out of 
his old religion and his new^ when be found that 
bis people did nut Jiop at throwing off obedience , t9 
the Pope, but were di/pofed to receive a more real 
reformation^ than his Majefifs revenge had prompt" 
edf or his fuperjiitionor his power could dige/i. The 
work inquejiion is probably not of his own tompiji'- 
iion^ beings as the Preface ajferts, drawn up with 
the advice of his Clergy^ and t£e approbation of hie 
Parliament • It is an Expoftion of the Creed^^at 
he chcfe itjhould be believed ; of the feven facranunts 
(all which be was pleafed to retain) of the ten cdm^- 
rnahdtnents\ of the Paternofier \ of the Angel* sf ah* 
t4tim to Mary, and of the doctrines of Free-will^- 
yUjltficfttion and good works \ and concludes with. >an 
duthcrized prayer for depeuted Souls, I think thg- 
contents of this Medley juftify the Curioftiy I had 
ixprejfed in the Text to fee the In/litutlon of fuch et. 
Reformer n . \ 

Aod 
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Aod fome f moft eIoquea( epiAles to the 
Dukes of Saxony, to Erafmus, and other £a* 
Bious men % . But in that age, whea the feve- 
rity of critkifin did not lay fuch reAraint <m dbe 
kp^sentiok of authors as it does at prefent, it was 
common for them to multiply titles of tnsainfes 
at the expence of their accuracy. It h bcx&o- 
rious how Bale Ijplits the peiformances ai im 
aujthors Into diltindl books. Holland Teems ttx> 
have been as little exaft. Hiftorians tell usj, that 
Henry, during the life of Prince Arthur, was 
defighed by his Father for Archbifhop of Caaa- 
lerbury. How far his education was cairldl 

t AfPictrmn df his MaJMjlfi eloquence, txmf 
he feen in his lajft fpeech to parliament^ the chief 
fi&wtr of which is couched in thefe words^ ** JhenKr 
** daify that you tf ths Clergy preach one agakft 
<* ancther without charity or difiretton ; fome ke torn 
*« ftiff in their o'd mumpjimus^ others be too hsfj 
** and curious in theimew fumpfimus** 

Ld. Herbert's Life of Hen. VIII. p- 598. 
' J Ofte of thefe Itake to have been the foliovLing^ 
«* Ah epijle of Henry the Eighth^ fupr erne Hudef 
•* the churche of England^ to the Empenr^ i# jsif 
^^Chrijien Princes J and t0 all thofe who ttedyJaJk 
*« jynceftly projeffe Chrtjle's religion.*'' iTjm^ 
Hack ietier^ Ldhd.in etdihusT, BertheJeti Lmpr^ 

Sidt Harl. Calal. vol. L 136. and Ames, p^ 171. 
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with that view, I know not ; The Catholics 
have reafon to lament that that deftiaation did 
&ot take place: A man, whofe paffions nuuk 
him overturn a church, was likely to have car* 
ricd it's intercfts high, if his own had ocMUcided 
with them. 

If the pieces above-mentioned ever exiftedf 
It would be curious to fee what rules for theedn^ 
cation of youth, or for the inftitutioQ of a 
chriAian, were laid down by a man, who con- 
founded every idea of government and religion |. 
who burned martyrs of oppofite fedts at the fam^ 
ftake ; baflardized his own children^ and then en- 
tailed his crown on them ; and who {terns U| , 

■ 

have provided for nothing but a fucceilion of ci« 
vil wars by the unwarrantable difpofition he made 
of his dominions. * 

* j?^if J his litter ary talentSy he was WeUJkilki 
in rmjic^ could fing hi i port ^ ond ujed t9.comp9fi 
fcrviccs for his own chapeL Vide Engliih Wor- 
thies, p. 12. A fervice compofidiy this King is 
fill performed in jlme Cathedrals. In the Britijh 
Mhfeum is preferved a mifjal^ ivlmh belonged to bis 
Majejly after his breach iviih the fee of Rome ; he - 
the Calendar he has blotted out all the Saints thai 
tad been Popes, 

\ QUEfiN 
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Queen CATHERINE PARR, 

» • . . • . . 

T T7 HOSE beauty raHed her to a throne, and 
^ whofe merit deferved a better fate than to 
be linked to two men* one of whom was near 
putting her to death for hisr attachment to a re- 
ligion which he himfelf hiad introduced ; and the 
latter of whom is fufpefted of removing her 
to promote his marriage with the Lady Eliza- 
beth. The King indeed was fo bounteous as to 
leave her a legacy of about 4000 /. beCdes her 
jointure ! Each of his children, even after his 
death, ftiowed her the greatefl refpeft, as is 
evident from their letters to Her, ftill extant. 
She was not only learned, but a patronefs of 
learning, interceding for and faving the Univerfi- 
ty of Cambridge, when an aft had pafTed to 
throw all colleges, iffr. into the King's difpo- 
ial*. 

> »^ ' '■:•■.■■; •■;.■: 

* Vide BaJIariTs Memlrs of celebrated ^hdies^ 
p. 88. 

Vol, I. C Ni- 
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Nicholas Udal, Matter of Eton fchool (whcMn 

Bale calls the moji elegant Mafter of all go9d 
Utters) and who was employed by this Priocefs 
in tranflating and publiftiing Erafmus's para- 
phrafe on the four gofpels, gives this fiihple and 
natural account of the learning of the women of 
quality in that age. In his dedication to her 
Majefty he obferves/** the great number of no- 
*' ble women at that time in England, given to 
*^ the ftadte of human Iciences, and of ftrange 
'' tongues". And he adds, '^ It was a conunoD 
** th}Tig to fee young virgins fo nouzled and train* 
ed in the ftudie of letters, thatthci wUlyngly fet 
all other vain paftymes at naught for leamyn- 
•« ges fake. It was now no news at all to fee 
'' queens and ladies of moft high eflate and pro* 
** genie, inftede of courtly daliaunce to embrace 
•' vertuous exercifes, readyng and writyng, and 
*^ with mofte earnefte ftudie both erlye and late, 
•' toapply themfelves to the acquiryng of know* 
** ledge as well in all other liberal arts and difd- 
•* plines, as aMb moft fpecklly of God and his 
<* moft holy word. And in this behalf, fays he, 
** lyke as to your Highnefle, as well for compofyng 
•' and fettyng forth many godly pfalmes and .di- 
" verfe other contemplative meditations, as alfo 

« for 
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^ for caufyhg thefe paraphrafes to be Iranflated 
** into our vulgare language, England can never 
•* be able to render thankes fuffident." || 

Her Majefty wrote^ 

** Queen Catherine Parr's lamentation of* 1 
** Sinner, bewailing the ignorance of her blind 
'* life." 

This was a contrite meditation on the years 
(he had pafied in popery, in fails and pilgrima* 
,ges ; and being found among her papers after her 
death, was publiftied with a preface by Secre* 
tary Cecil, [afterwards I^ord Burleigh^ Lond, 
8vo. 1548, and 1563 f. 

In her lifc-dme fhe publiftied many pfaJxns, 
prayers and pious difcourfes, of whidh this was 
the tide, 

** Prayers or meditations, wherein the fiiynd 
** is ftirred patiently to fuifie all afflidlions here, 

*• to fet at nought the vaine profperitec of this 

tt - 

II V. Lewises Hift. of the tranjlatiom of the 
hihle^ p. 15.9, 163, 164. V , 

t Bale iefcripti Britann* p. 106* 

C 2 worlde, 
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'^ worlde, and always to long for the everkft- 
^' ynge felicitee. CoUedled out of holy workes, 
*' by the mod vertuous and gracious Princefle 
*' Katherine Queene of Englande, France and 
" Irelande. Printed by John Wayland, 1 2mo, 

" 1545 1." 

To this was fometimes prefixed a fet of fifteen 
pfalmSy which (he compofed in imitation of Da- 
vid's: The Titles of them may be feen in 
.Strype§. To them were fubjoined, ** The 
'^ XXI. pfalm, another of thankfgiving, and two 
" prayers, for the King, and for men to fef 
*' entringintobattail.** 

** A godly expofition, after the manner of a 
** contemplation, upon the li. pfalm, which 
'* Hierom of Ferrary made at the latter end of his 
*' days. Tranflated by the Queen, wth other 
** meditations, and a prayer *, 



if 

' m 



•* A pious prayer in fhort ejaculations f .*' 

" A Latin Epiftle to the Lady Mary, entreat- 
** ing her to let the tranflation of £rafmus*s pa- 

t Jmes p. 211. jt Vol, 2. p. 131. 
* lb. I'^i. f lb, in append. p. 82. 

" raphrafc 
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** raphrafe on the New Teftament, [which her 
** Majefty had procured] be publiihed in her 
" Highnefs's name J." 

Several of her letters ore extant, viz* 

** To King Henry, then on an expedition 
" againft France §.'* 

*« To the Univerfity of Cambridge," on the 
occafion above-mentioned. It is a piece of artful 
duty to the King ♦ • 



'* A letter to the Lady Wriothefly, on the 
" death of her only Son." From the ortho- 
graphy of this letter appears the ancient man- 
ner of pronouncing the name WriotheJIy^ which 
her Majefty writes Wrefely f/* 

« To the College of Stoke, that Edward 
<* Waldgrave may havealeafe of their Manour 
« of Chipley in Suffolk. X-"' 

: X Ballard^p. 91. § Strype^ vol 2* H. 

* lb. K. t lb. L. 

X In tbt library of C. C. C. Cambridge. 

C 3 «« To 



i 
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. " To her hulband, the Lord Admiral §.•* 

*< Two letters to ditto ||.'* 

" Another curious one to ditto, before thieir 

■ 

** marriage was owned *.'* 

Voffius, in his Trcatifc de Philolo^S t> ^^ 
fcribes by miftake to Katherine of Arragon the 
lamentations of a noner, and the meditatioos <m 

the pfalms. 



EDWARD THE Sixth. 

T%yr ANY authors have prefcrved accounts of 
"* ■•*' this Prince's writings. Cardan talks mbch 
of his parts and learning : His own Diary gave 
^e fljll better hopes of his proving a good 
King, as in fo green an age He feemed refolvedl 
to be acquainted with bis fubje^s ^nd his kingi 

§ In Hearne's Sylloge eplft, p. 209. 
H 1h th celU£fion of State-papers^ publijhed by 
Haynes^ 

^ Baikd p. 94, from the JJbmokan Colli£iion. 

t p- 36. 

dom« 
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dom. Hotlaod affirms :|:that he not only wrote 
notes from the ledlures or fermons he heard, but 
compofed a moft elegant comedy, the title of 
>¥hich was, " The Whore of Babylon," Pre- 
cious as fuch a relique would be in the eyes of 
zealots or antiquarians, I cannot much lament 

that it is perifhed, or never exifled. What 

an education for a great Prince, to be taught to 
fcrible controverllal ribaldry ! As elegant as it 
is faid to have been, I queftion whether it fur- 
pafTed the other« buffooneries, which engrofled 
the theaters (^ Europe in that and the preceding, 
century; AH the fubjefts were religious } all the 
conduft, farcical. Bifhop Bale, whom I have 
mentioned, compofed above twenty of thefe ri- 
diculous interludes. 
• ■ 

King Edward wrote befides, 

** The fum of a conference with the Lord 
*' Admiral," written with his own hand, and 
extant among the Alhmolean manufcripts f . 



« 



A method for the proceedings in the Coun* 

t P. 27. t Tannerp. 253. 

C 4 " cil-" 
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" cil." la his own .hand, in- the Cotton .U< 
brary * • 

" King Edward the SixtVs own arguments 
** againft the Pope's fupremacy, &c/' tranflatcd 
out of the original, written with the King's.own 
hand in French, and flill preferved. To which 
are fubjoined fome remarks upon his life and 
reign, in vindication of his memory from Dr* 
Heylin^s fevereandunjuflcenfure. Loud* 1682. 

He drew himfelf the rough draught of a 
fumptuary law, which is preferved by Strype ; 
and an account of a progrefs he made, which he 
fent to one of his particular favorites, called 
Barnaby Fitzpatrick, then in France f, Thqf 
fame Author has given fome fpecimens of- his 
Latin Epiftles and Orations, and an accouuif*of 
two books written by him ; the firft before He 
was twelve years of age, called 

** L'encontre les abus du monde ;" a traft of 
thirty-feven leaves in French, againft the abufes 
of popery : It is dedicated to the Proteftor his * 

♦ /-J. t ^^'' 2*/. 319. 

Undo, 
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Uncle> is correfted by his French tutor, and 
attefied by him to be of the King's own com- 
pofition. The other prcferved in the library of 
Trinity College Canibridge, is 

" A Tranflation into French of feveral paf- 
** fages of Scripture f." 

In Tanner may be fcen a lift of what letters 
of this King are extant § • 



Qu E E N M A R Y. 

A F E W devout pieces of her compofition 
^ ^ are preferved. At the defire of queen Ca- 
therine Parr * jQie began to tranflate Erafmus's 
paraphrafe on St. John, but being caft into fick* 
nefsy partly by overmuch Jiudy in this work^ after 
Jhe had made fome progrefs therein. She left the do* 
ing of the reft to Dr. Mallet her Chaplain f • 

t Ib.p. 42^. S P. 25?. 

* V. Lewis's Hift, of the tranjlations of the 

iitUy p, 164. 

t Scrype^ vol 2. p. 28. 

This 
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This was in the reign o( her Brother. The 
good Queen dowager was at the expence of pro- 
curing a tranflatton and editioajdF Erafinns's 
paraphrafe upon the four Gofpels and tho Afls, 
for the helping of the ignorant multitude to- 
wards more knowledge of the bol;. icriptures ; 
And probably had an eye to the converiion of the 

Princefs Mary. Sufficient reafoa for 

X Her to relioquifh it. She would not fo eafily 
have been ca/i mioJi:knefsy had (he been employ- 
ed on the legends of St. Terefa, or St# Catherine 
of Sienna. 

Strype has preferved three prayers or medita- 
tions of hers ; the firft, ** Agaiaft the aflaults 
•* of vice ;** at the end of which (be wrote 
thcfe words, ** Good Francis [meaning proba- 
•* bly her chaplain Dr. Francis Mallet] pray that 
** I may have grace to obtain the petitions con- 
•* tained in this prayer before wi*itten : Yow 
•* affiired loving mi(?:refs during my life, Marie,** 
The fecond, *' A meditation touching adverfity," 

X Soon after her accejfton^ a proclamation was 

iffiied for calling in, and fupprejfng this very book. ' ' 

Vide Fox's Afts and Monuin. p. 1450, 14s i* 

made 
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made by her ia the year 1549 : At the end are 
thefe words, " Good coufin Capel, I pray you, 
^* as often as yon be d}^>ofed to read this former 
** writing, to remember roe, and to pray for 
*' me, yoarloYlng friend, Marie." Who thisi 
coiifin Capel was, does not appear, but proba- 
bly Sir Henry Capel, or his wife Anne, daugh- 
ter of George Manners Lord Roos, whofe wife 
Anae was daughter of the Duchefs of Exeter 
Sifter of Edward the Pourth. The third, ** A 
** prayer to be read at the hour of death/' is 
doubtful whether of her compofltion *. 

Erafmus fays f, that (he " fcripfit bene Latinas 
<< epiftohs." Whatever her Latin letters were, 
her French ones are miferable. Strype has 
printed one from the Cotton library in anfwer to 
a haughty mAndate from her hufband, when he 
had a mind to marry the Lady Elizabeth to the 
Duke of Savoy, againft the Queen's and Prin- ^ 
cefs's inclination, in which He bids the former 
cxaqiine her confcience, whether her repugnance 
does not proceed from obftinacy ; and infolently 

* Stry^e^ vol.. 3. p^ 468, 

tells 
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tells her that if any parliament went contrary to 
this requeft of his^ He fhould lay the £iiiil't oil 
her. The mortiHed Queen in a moft abjcA 
manner and wretched ftyle, fubmitting entirely 
to his will, profeflTes to be more bounden to him 
than any other wife to a hnfband, notmthftand- 
ing his ill-uiage of her, *^ dont, fays (he, jiy 
commeucee desja d'en tafter trop amon grand 
regret ;" and mentions fome Fryars whom he 
had fent to make her conformable, but who pro- 
pofed to her '^ queflions fi obfcures, que moa 
<* fimplc entendement ne les ponrroit comprc- 
«' hcndrc§." 

In Foxe's aAs and monuments are printed 

Eight ef her letters to King Edward and 
the Lords of the Council, on her non-coofor* 
mity, and on the imprifonment of her chajdun 
Dr. Mallet. ; 

• In the Sylloge Epiftolarum are feveral more 
of her letters, extremely curious ; one of her 
delicacy in never. having written but to. three 
men ; one of affeftion for her filler ; one after 

; § It. vol, 3, p. 318, and append. 190. 

the 
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the death of Anne Boleyn ; and one very re- 
marjcable of Cromwell to her. 

In Haynes's ftate-papers are two in Spanifh 
to the Emperor Charles the Fifth. 

in the Bodleian library is a curious Miflal^ 
which, by a pafTage in her own hand at the be- 
ginning of the pfalms, feems to have been a pre- 
fent to one of her Ladies. 

Bifliop Tanner is fo abfurd as to afcribe to 
her, *' A hiftory of her own life and death, and 
" an account of martyrs la her reign § ." 



Queen ELIZABETH. 

T N the early part of her life, when her fitua- 
^ tion was precarious, and adverCty her lot or 
her profpeft ; in the days, when, as ♦ Camden 
lays, King Edward was wont to call her his 
fw€it ftfler Tempiranciy this great Princefs ap- 

* In the preface to his hlftory. 

plied 
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plied much to litterature, a6d under the ceic* 
brated Roger Afcham made great progrefs in 
feveral languages. Her ready refponfes in Latin 
to the compliments of the univerfity of Cam* 
bridge, many years after flie had ceafed to have 
learned leifure, are well known; and her inge- 
nious evafion of a captious theologic queiUoa 
is flill more and defervedly applauded ; 

** Christ was the word that fpake it ; 
" He took the bread and brake it j 
** And what that word did make it> 



» 



«' That I believe and take it f • 
This is the lift of her writings ; 
^' A>comment on Plato. 



f She excelled even in things of a much more 
trifling nature : There car,mt be a ftllier J^ecies of 
poetry than rebuses ; yet ef that kind there are f^W 
Setter than the foilmmg which ^een Elizabttk 
made, on Mr. Nceli 

'«• The word of denial and Utter of fifty, 
" li that Gentleman* s name thatwill never be thri/iy.^ 

CoHins in Gainfborough. 



€Q 



Two 
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<^ Tvrooi the Orations of lfocrates,traoflated 
** iato Latin. 

*« A play of Eoripides, likcwifc traafltiidf 
** into Latin. 

i. 

' The fame author^ in his accvtint »/ the hmU ff 
Stanhope^ mentions this diftich^ in which her Ma^ 
jejiy gave the char aiiers of four Knights of Netting- 
bamjhire^ 

Gervafe the gentle^ Stanhope the flout ^ 
Markham tb^ lion^ and Sutton the lout* . 

V. Chefterfield. 

Fuller records an Englifl) hexameter^ comprfed ly 
this ^een^ in imitation of Sir Philip Sidney. Com- 
ing into a gramnrnr-fchool^ Jhe thus cxprejfed her. 
opinion of three Claffic author s., 

Perfius^ a crab-Jlajfe ; bawdy Martial ; Ovid^ a 
fine wag. Worthies in Warw. 126I 

The fame author relates y that Sir Walter Ra- 
leigh having written on a uindcw^ obvious to the 
^een's eye^ ^ 

Fain would I climb, yet fear I to fall : 

She immediatefy wrote under ity 

. If thy hutrtfail thee^ climb not at all. 

Worthies in Devon, p. 261. 



<r 



31 ROYAL AUTHORS. 
'' A tranflatioQ of Boethius de confolatione^; 

'< A tranflation of the meditations of the 
** Queen of Navarre." The latter work \ras 
printed at London in 1548 ||. 

** One of her orations at Cambridge*' is pre- 
ferved in the King's library §• 

<* Another, at Oxford *. 

** Another, on a fecond vifit to that Uni- 
** verfityt- 






A tranflation of a dialogue out of Xeno- 
phon in Greek, between Hiero, a Kong, yet 
<< feme tyme a private perfon, and Simonides a 
<^ poet, as touching the life of the prince and 

J Fide Ballard* s memoirs y p. 23^. 

g Fide Strypey vol. 2. p'^146. and Ames. 

\ Cajle/s Catal. p. 199. and Hollingfiei's 
Chron. p, 1206. 

* fFood's Athena y vol. I. ^.289. This Oreh^ 
tion was to exprefs her flflisfaiiion a$ her ettUrtaiM^ 
ment: On the fame occafion She anftvered a Grnk 
Oration in Greek. Her Orations are frinUel too 
in Pectus defid. Cur, vol. 2. 

t /J. p* 306. 

'« priwtt 
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*' private man.'* This was firft printed in the 
year 1743, in. N® II. of MifcellaneouS Corrctf* 
pondeHCe. A fpecimen of her haiid-writing 
was engraved with it : She fometimes took the 
pains to write exceedingly fair. 

** Her fpeech to her laft Parliament J. 



c< 



A prayer compofed by Her § 



** Another for the ufe of her fleet in the great 
** expedition in 1596 * 4'* 

In the King's library is a volume of prayers 
In French, Italian and Spanifh, written \dth 
her own band. Hemznerus mentions fuch an 
one^ only in French, written on vellum, and 
dedicated to her Father in thefe Words ; " A 
«* tres haut & tres puiflant & redoubte Prince 
** Henry VIII. de ce nom, Roy d* Angleterre, 
*' de France & d* Irelande, defenfeur de la foy f • 

X In Lord Smers's CM of Trails, publijbediy 
Cogan^ vol, 4. p. 13c* 

J In Ant, BacQuU papers^ vol 2* p^ i8» 

* Ibid. 

t EngL edit, p, 30. 

-'^^bti I, D Camdca 
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Camden %&, that She; either xQSui or wroto^ 
fonaethhig every day; that She trarrflatod '* SaI-. 
^' lull de beUa Jugui^thiaa i," a;i^d as late as the 
year 159.8, turo^ ml&£ngHfb the gireai;er p^t 
of " Horace de arte ppptic^" and a little ttea- 
ti-fe of ** Plutarch de euriolitate \ .** 



** A godly meditation of the Soule, concero- 
'^ ing a^ love towardes Chrifle oup Locdc^ trailT- 
** lated out of French into Englifti by the right 
•* highe and moft vertuous Princeffe, Elizabeth 
** Queen of England.''^ Black letter, printed by 

t It appears by a letter from the Earl of EJfex 
to Sir Frartch BocoHj that her Majefi^ was^md 
quite indifferent to fame even_ as an qpthfirr* Spf 
J^rancis being in difgrace with her en having oppojed 
ihretfubftdies in the lafl parliament^ andthtEarl^ 
as he^ conftantly didy emdeay^urin^ /#- r-eumtmnd 
kirn, ('gain to favow-y artfully tdd th^^ep^i/jat 
hisfuit was m^t fo much for the good of Bacjm^ osfcr, 
her own honour ^ that thofe excellent tranJlaitMs of 
hirs might be known td them who could be/i judge of 
them. Here we fee this great Woman wjA all her 
tveakneffes about her^ and in the hands of a- man 
wb» knew how to humour them. 

Ant» Bacon*s papers, vol. r. p. i2^i. 
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tt. Denham :|: . This is only a various editioa 
of the meditations of the Queen of Navarre. 

In the Sylloge Epiftoferttm ire fcVeral of her 
Latin letters, one in ItaltsB, and one in Engli(h 
to the Qijecn Dowager, fending her a profe 
tranilation from a French poem, which She calls 
** The mirrouTj 6r theg^af&of the fmfull fool." 
This letter is followed by>hev preface to thelame 
book, and that by a prayer compofed by her || * 

'' A curious letter to Lord Eurieigh>" in 
Strype's annals § • 

** Another of humour^ to divert him from 
f* retiring from bufinefs* ." 



** A very genteel letter Written by her when - 
<* Princefs to King Edward, on his defiring hef 
f* pifturet.'* 

X VidiH^l Cahliv$L it p- irj. 
y P. i6i. 

* VoL 4*. p^ j7. h is r^print^ in the life of 
Sarleigh in the Btogtaphta* 

f PrmtedimSiryp^s Ahmriaky W. 2.^* 234* 

D 2 •* Apo* 
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** Another to him upon his recovery froHl 
ficknefs § ." 

*' Six letters to difTerent perfons.'* Printed 
in Peck's Defid. Curiofa * . 

A letter to Peregrine Lord Willoughby. f . 

• 

Her letter to the King of Scots, difavowing 

her knowledge of the death of his Mother X • 

• 

A letter to lady Norris on the death of her 
fon. It begins, " my owne Crowe," a term of 
familiarity which her Majefty nfed to this Ladji 
whofe Father fufFered with Anne Boleyn § , 

A fhort letter to Henry Lord HunOon added 
by way of poftfcript to a folemn letter of thauks 
fent to his Lordfliip by the fecretary of State on 

§ Bicker tortus Coll. of letter s^ p. S3* • 

* FoL I. and 2. 

f Printed in- FuHer^s Worthies ff LincPhJhirij 
p. 163. 4 

X Prcferued In the Ccttcn Ubrary^ and printed 
in different booh, particularly in Howard* s ColL 
^ 246. ^ , 

§ Fuller's Worthies in Oxfordjhirey p. 336; 

tbc 
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the fuppreffion of fome difturbances ia the 
North * • 

A letter to George Carew, afterwards Earl 
of Totncfs, thanking him for his fervices ia 
Ireland f . 

A few more of her letters are preferved in the 
library of C. C. C. Camb. 

But She did not only fliine in profe ; tlie 
Author II of a very fcarce book, entituled, 
" the art of Englifli Poefy," fays, " but laft 
'fin recital and firft in degree is the Queen, 
*^ our Sovereign Lady, whofe learned, delicate, 
*^ noble Mufe, eafily furmounteth all the reft 
^ that have written before her time or fince, 
" for fenfe, fweetnefs or fubtilty, be it in ode, 
'< elejgy, epigram, or any other kind of poem, 
^ wherein it (hall pleafe her Majcfty to employ 
'^ her pen, even by as much odds, as her own 
'^ excellent eftatc and degree exceedeth all the 

* n. in Hertford/hire^ p. 24, 

f Princes Pvorthies in Devon, p. 205. 

II PiftUnham'f printed at London^ 1589, 4\ 

: : ' D 3 *« reft 
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<* reft of her mofl humble vaflals/' In that* 
coUeAion is one little poem of hers, as there 
|S another in Hentznerus § • A greater inftance 
of genius, and that too in Latin, was her ex* 
tempore reply to an infolent prohibition ddiyered 
to her from Philip the Second by his £mbafli(dor 
in this tetrafUck ; 

** Te Veto ne pergas bcllo deftndere Bdg9s : 
** Quae Dracus eripuit, nunc reftituantor c>portet ; 
^* Quas Pater evertit, jubco te condere cellas : 
*' Religio P^pae fac reftituatur ad uqguem.^' 

She inflantly anf\¥ered with as mudh fpiiit as 
She iifed to return his mvaiions * , 

^' Ad GrsKca^ bone Rex,fient mandata Calendas/t 

An inftance of the fame fpirit, and a proof 
that her compofitions even in the learned tongues, 
were h^r own» is that rapid piece of eloquence 
yith which fhe iaterropted an infolent £mbaf« 
fador from Poland. !< Having ended her Ora- 

§ Eng.edit.ff. 66. 
* Sallard, fi ^27, 

?«t|Q«| 
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i< tito, 8h€> t i*ion-Kke rifing," faith Spefed^ 
** daunted the malapert Orator no lefs with 
** her {lately port and majeftic departure, than 
«< ^itti die tartftefe of her princely checks • and 
** turning to the train of her atteadants, faid, 
" Obi's death ! rfif Lords^ I have been forced this 
*^ de^ tofcourt %p my old Latin that hath long lain 
•* f^Jting $." Another time being a/ked if She 
preferred the learning of Buchanan, or of Wal- 
ter Htiddoa ? She irepHed, *^ Buchatianum 6m^ 
'^ nibtts antepoBO^ Haddbnum nemini poft* 
«« pcmo II ," 

It is Itnowa that icarce a Church 4n Londoft 
but had an epitaph on this illuftrious. Woman, 
of which many are ftill extant ; but § Camden 
has prcferved one which he calls doleful, but 

t This draught has been lately worked up into a 
^mble fi&HTi I . . ., ^ 

^ Jlt9i^p9rf^ an mvc^eofhmandif^ face, 
<* dtmmper'd Jweet t9 Virgin grace/* 

Gray^sddes, 

X Vide Speed and Ballard. 

II G. S. mrihiisdf England^ /. 77, 

^ RiMiHs, p. j8l 

• D 4 with 



40 ROYAL AU THOU S. 

with which, as a moft perfeft example of tho 
Bathos, I fhall conclude this article : 

** The Queen was brought by water to Whitc- 

haU; 
** At every ftroake the oars did tears let foil : 
*' More clung about the barge ; fifli under water 
♦< Wept out their eyes of pearl, and fwome blind 

after. 
** I think the Barge-men might with eafier thighs 
♦* I^ave rowed her thither in her people's eyes. 
*' For how fo-ere, thus much my thoughts ha?c 

fcan'd, 
♦' Sh' ad come by water, had She come by land/* 



JAMES THE First* 

IF there are doubts on the genuincncfs of 
the. works of thofe two champions of the 
Church, Henry the Eighth, and Charles 'tfes 
Fh-ft ; if fome Criticks have difcovered that the 
latter Royal Author ftole a prayer fronj the^ Ar** 
t^ii^ J aad if the very e^^ce of King SjcJi- 

ard's 
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ard's fonnets has been qiteftioned ; yet there Is 
not the leaft fufplclon that the folio under the re* 
fpe£lable name of James the Firft is not of his 
own coippofition.. 

Roger Afcham may have correfted or aflified 
periods of his illuftrious pupil ; but nobody caa 
imagine that Buchanan diAated a word of the 
^' Daemonologia,'* or of the polite treatife, in- 
tituled, ** A counterblaft to Tobacco.** Quo- 
tations, puns, fcripture, witticifms, fuperfti* 
tion, oaths, vanity, prerogative and pedantry, 
thb ingredients of all his lacred Majefty's per- 
formances, were the pure produce of his owa 
capacity, and deferving all the incenfe offered 
to fuch immenfe erudition by the Divines of his 
age, and the Flatterers of his court. One re- 
mark I cannot avoid making: The King'$ 
Speech is always fuppofed by Parliament to be 
.the "SpqQch of tl\e . Minlftei: : Ho^^ crui^l , would 
it have been on King James's Mi|iifteii:$> if that 
interpretation had prevailed in his reign * { , 

. Befides 

*ltii obfervahkj that notwlth Handing his hoaji- 
id Uaming^ be wa%* fo ignorant if a Country which 

\ '..-. had 
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Befides hit Majefty's pfofe-Mrorks printed in 
folio, we have a (mall colle^Hon of his fxietiyy 

under 

bad had fuch Jlrong Connexions with his wm^ 
ihat toben ^een Eti%ahith wenitd id iindtr tim 
from matthirrg with a dayghter of JDintmark^H^mt- 
ion her Embaffador perfuaded him thai the King hf 
lyenntark was defcended hut of Merchant^ m 
that few made account of him 6r his cmtniry ita 
fuch asffoke the Dutch tongue j^. Mifioriam feem 
little more acquainted with the charaXer af his 
JPueenj than bis Majefly was with hit cmntry, 
Her gallantries are flight fy mentiftned, yet k is rr* 
eorded that farhes heing jealous of her partiality to 
the Earl of Murray j then e/ieemed the banijonufi 
man in Scotland^ perfuaded his great ihimy tot 
Marfuis of Huntley to murder him^ and ty 4 fvrititq; 
Wfider his own handpromiftd tofave him bdtrmlefsX^ 
^ueen Annes ambitious intrigues are developed in the 
Bacon-papers^ among which is one moji exWd^^^ 
nary pajfage^ entirely troerhoked^ and yet tf g¥>eai 
eonfequmce to explain the misfortunes into Which bir 
defctndents afterwards fell. The Pope fends her 
beads and reliquesy and thanks her for not cdmdiu- 
niCatilig with Heretics at her coronatiob ^. 

Jni this eindente of her being a Peiptfi is em- 
firmed by a letter from Sir Ch. Comwallis to the 

t Harriis Ife of King James^ /. 31. quoted from 

iUlwU . t lb, p. 14. taken from Burnet. 

5 Fol, 2. p. 503, 504, * 

Earl 
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fttidisr this tide, ^*' His Majefty^s poetical cxer- 
^* cifes at vacant hours, fidinb," In the pre- 
face he condefcends to make an excufe for their 
incorreftnefs, as having been written in his 
youth,, asd from his having no time to revife 
tbetH 9£Hrvm,x4s, (o that/< when his ingyne and 
^ age could^ his affiures and fafcherie would 
^ aot permit him to correct them, fcarflie but 
<^ at ftolen fiaoments He having the leafure to 
*^ bleok upon any jpaper :" However he bribes 
the Reader's approbadon, by promifmg if the(e 
are well received, to prefent him with his Apo* 
calyps and P&kxis. This little tra£^ contains, 
«* The Furies, and the Lcpanto.'* His Majef- 
ty wrote other poetical pieces, particularly ** An 
^( Eocomiam on Sir Philip Sidney f. '? , 

And two SoQuets J, 

£ari (f SMJbury^ in tvhici hi isUs himy ^^ that 
^^ thi Spanijb Embajfador hath advertized that the 
** ^een Jhould fay unto himy he might one day 
** peradvtnture fee tb^ Prince 9n a pilgrimage at 
^^ St.Jago"*. 

+ Printed in Harrises life of K. James p. 138, 
t Printed in his Jf^orksj p. 89. 137: 

* Harris's life of James , ^.33. in a quotation from 
Wiwwood* 

Some 
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Some Verfes prefixed to Tycho Brahe*$ 
vorks * ; and He began a tranflatioa of the 
Pfalms t . 

Another of his poems is preferved in Drum- 
mond of Ha5vthorndea's works; and a poem by 
Lord Stirling upon that poem. The original of 
the King's fonnet is in the Advocate's library at 
Edinburgh (as I have been obli^ngly- informed, 
among other communications, by a Gentleman of 
great knowledge and merit.) By this (ketch King 
James appears to have been a pains-taking wri- 
ter, for there are alterations and amendments in 
every line. It is followed by a fair copy in the ' 
hand- writing of Lord Stirling ; in fo worthy an • 
office did his Majelly employ his fecretary of 
ftate ! 

Many of his letters are extant ; feveral in the 
Cabala ; others M S. in the Britifh Mufeum ; 
others in Howard's colleftion J. 

♦ F. Blograph, Brit. vol. 4. p. 2506. 
t Harrisp. 137. % P. 241, 523, 

Two 
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Two other pieces I find afcribed to him, but^ 
I doubt if they are genuine ; they are called. 

The Princess Cabala, or Myfteries of State^ 
written by King James I. printed in 1715, 

The Duty of a King in his Royal Office *. 

Bi(hop Montagu tranflated all bis Majefly's 
works into Latin : a pian of fo much patience 
was well worthy of favour, 

* Somers^s traSfs id. coll. p. 188. lam obliged 

for the notice of fome of thefe pieces to Mr. Harrii's 

judicious life if this Monarch j which I had not feen 

when this work was written^ as the life of Charles 

L by the fame Author has been publijhea fince the 

firjl edition of this catalogue went to the prefs. Who- 

everdejires to fee a compendious account of the enor* 

mities of tbofe reigns j will find them exactly d^ 

tailed in Mr. Harrises accurate compilations^ 



Charles 
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CHARLES THE First. 

Tft E works of this Prince Were Iboa after 
his death, colle^ed and publiihed toge* 
ther in a volume, intituled, '' Reliquis iacras 
^ Carolina, or the works of that great Mo* 
^< narch and glorious Martyr King Charles thfi 
«* Fir ft, both civil and facred," Printed, by Sam« 
Brown at the Hague ;* without date. After the 
Reftoratioa a fine edition was publifhed ia folio^ 
containing, befides the famous Eixuv SMriXmity* 
feveral of his fpeeches, letters^ dedaratioaBt aad 
tnefTages for peace ; his anfwer to a declaratioa 
of the Commons ; the papers which pafieJ be- 
tween his Majefty and Mr. Henderfon of New* 
caftle, concerning the alteratioa of Chuixh-go^ 
•vemment ; the papers on the fame fubje^^ ex- 
changed between the King and the Minifiers at 
•Newport ; and the prayers which he ufed in his 

♦ fFhUh has gom through 47 impreffionsy iie 
number of copits are faid to have been 48000* 
Jfarri's's'llfc of Charles the Firft, p. 115, 

fufferingSf 



fadcrkigs, and delivered imiQediately before h|» 
death to Bifliap Joxott. ^ 

I (hall aot enter into the controverCy 'whether 
the Emu9 BatriAixT} was compofed by King 
Charles er act ; a fuU. account of that dffpnte 
aaay be foiiod in the f Gfeneral Diftionary. For 
the reft oC the papers meatioped above, there; 
is no doubt biit ^he gre^qr part were of YAs^ 
own inditiog. G(is flyle was peculiar and the 
fame.: It was formed between a certain portion 
of fenfe, adverfiiy, dignity, and perhaps a little 
infincerity. He had ftudieid the poii^s. diluted 
between the Proteftants, Papiils, and Sedaries } 
ahd t<hje t^wJbfes 06 hi;9 r^a dipped hiio^fo doep 
in thoTe difcuffions, that between leifure and ne- 
tefltty- he may well be believed to have thrown 

* Some letters and inflru£iions^ not much to hisho^ 
noufj were omitted in. this coUe^ion^ particularly his 
letters to two Popes^ and Jomeof tmfe taJteninhis 
Cabinet at Nafeby. H^uris^ p, 9S, 117* Sui^ 
i$ wask at Uaft as allowabU, for his Frimds to Jink 
what did not tend to his glory y and what were never 
intended for publication^ as it wiayfor his. Enemies 
t^o print, his moji prhate Correfpmdmcfs. mth his 
Wife! 

t VoU i.p, ly^ofitdVok 10. p. ;($. 
. , . together 
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together the chief papers inclnded in this Vo^ 
lame ; to which may be added, that his Ene-* 
tnies did not often indulge him in the aiEftance 
of many or able Clergymen of his own, 

Bcfides thefe pieces we have ** His Majdly^s 
** reafons againft the pretended jurifdiftion of 
<« the High-Court of Juftice, which He intend-. 
*• ed to defivcr in writing on Monday, Jan. aid. 
** 1648. FaithfiiUy tranfcribed out of the origi* 
** nal Copy under the King's own hand %.** 

A Letter to his Queen. ♦ 

* ■ 

«* A Letter to the Marquis of Ncwcaftle |."* 

I 

Several of his Letters manufcript are extaot 
in private hands. 

This Prince, like his Father, did not confine., 
himfelf to Profe : Bifhop Burnet (and from biu^-; 
Mr. Harris, p. 125) has given us a pathetic- 



t, t 



X General DiSfionary^ vol, 9. p. 62. 
♦ Printed in the appendix to Cartels life of tbi 
Duke of Ormond, 

H Vide Sowers' straps J vol 4.^. 168. 

elcgjr 
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elegy faid to be written by Charles ia Carifbrook 
caftle. The poetry is moft uncouth and unhar- 
monious, but there are ftrong thoughts in it, 
fbme good fenfe, and a flrain of majeftic piety* 

His Mdjefty likewife tranflated § ** Biftiop 
** Saunderfon's lefture^ de juramenti promif- 
** forii obligatione," which he defired Bifliop 
Juxon, Dr. Hammond, and Mn Thomas Her- 
bert to compare with the Original. This tranf- 
lation was printed in 8vo. at London, 1655. 
A man who ftudies cafes of Confcience fo in- 
timately, is probably an honeft man ; but at 
leafl he ftudies them in hopes of finding that 
he need not be fo very honeft, as he thought. 
Oliver Cromwell, who was not quite fo fcrupu- 
lous, knew, that cafuiftry is never wanted for 
the obfervancc of an oath ; it may to the breach 
of it : Had he trulled the King, his Majefly 
would probably not have contented himfelf with 
Dr. Saunderfon, but would have fought fome 
Cafuift who teaches. That Faith is not to be 
kept with Rebels. 

§ Peck's Defid. Curiof. vol. 2. lib. 8.^, I. 

Vol, L E James 
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JAMES THE Second, 

THE only geniiw of the line of Stuart, 
CHARLES THE Second, was no 
Author; unlefs we allow him to have compofed 
the two fimple papers found in hb ftroog-box 
after his death : But they are univerfaHy fup- 
pofed to have been given to hm as a compen- 
dious excufe for his embracing doftrines, which 
he was too idle to examine, too thoughtlefe to 
remember, and too fenfible to have believed on 
refleftion. His Brother James wrote " Mc- 
** moirs of his own Life and Campaigns ta the 
*' Reftoration : " The csiginal in English is 
prcferved in the Scotch College at Paris ; but the 
l^ing himfelf in 1696, to oblige the Cardinal de 
Bouillon, made an extraft of it in twa books in 
French, chiefly with a view to what related to 
Marftial Turenne. This piece is printed at th« 
end of "* Ramfiiy's Life of that Blero/' 



Wc 
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We have tefides tinder the name oF this 
Prince the following works j - • ' 

* The Royal fujffbrer King James IL coofiftk^ 
of meditations, foliloquies^ vows, &c. one 0^ 
the latter is, to rife every morning at feven; The 
whole, laicl to be compofcd by his Majefiy at 
Germain^s, is written in bad £ngli(h, and was 
publiflied at Paris by Father Bretonneau, a Je- 
fuit» The frontifpiece reprefcnls the King fit- 
ing in a chair in a penfive manner, and crowned 
with thorns. 

Memoirs of the Efigllfti affairs, chiefly naval, 
from the year 1660 to 1673, written by his 
Royal Highnefs James Duke of York, under his 
adminiftration of Lord High Admiral, &c. pub- 
lilhed from his original letters, and other Royal 
authorities, Lond. 1729. Oft. Tho' this work 

* In amther edition it is called, Royal trails. 
m^ is evidently an imitation of his Father^s worksy 
eontaining his Speeches^ Orders^ Mejfages^ Letters^ 
^c. The fecond part is intituled. Imago Regis, or 
the /acred Image of his Majejly in his folitudes and 
fijferipgsy y.« Paris , 1692, l6°. 

E2 ig 
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is afcribed to King James, I believe it was drawn 
up by fecretary Pepys. 

Three ktters from King James, were pub- 
lifhed by William Fuller, Gent, in 1702, with 
9ther pap^Sy relating to the court of St. Ger- 
snain's ; ahcf are faid iit the tide'^fjige *W be 
printed by command. 
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Sir JOHN OLDCASTLE, 
LORD CGBHAM. 

THE abolition of tafte and littera- 
ture were irot the fllghteft abufes 
proceeding from Popery; the revi- 
val of Letters was one of the principal fer- 
vices efFefted by the Reforniation. The Ro- 
mifti Clergy feared that if men read, they 

would think:- It is no lefs true, that the 

moment they thought, they wrote. The firft 
Author, as well as the firft Martyr among 
our Nobility, was Su: John Oldcaftle, called 
the good Lord Cobham : A man whofc vir- 
tues made him a reformer, whofe valour a 
martyr, whofe martyrdom an enthufiaft. He 
was much efteemed by Henry the Fifth, and 

E 4 had 
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had ferved him with great zeal, at a time wheo 
the Charch was lighting it*s holy fires for JLol- 
brds, or the difciples of WicM*. Henry at 
firft wkh fenfe and goodnefs reMed-iniiniiaiioDS 
againft the Lord Cobham, whom be tried. to 
iave by gentle exhortations: But as the Feet 
was firm, it naturally made the Prince weak* 
and he delivered the Hero over to thelnqoLr 
fiiors. Lord Cobham, was imprifbned. bur 
efcaped. The Clergy however with great zeal 
for the royal perfon informed the King then 
lying at Eltham, that 20,000 Lollards were 
alFembled at St. Giles's for the deftrufliop of 
him and his brothers. The brave yonng Moo*- 
arch immediately headed a troop, and arrivr: 
ing at ten at night at the fign of the Axe with- 
out BKhopfgate, took the man of the honfe 
and feven others prifoners, whkb doled his 
firft campaign. Fourfcore more were feized 
al^put St. Giles's, and ibme of them being !&'> 
duced [as Rapin gnefles] to confefs^ a defigit 
of- murdering the royal family, and make tlie 
Lord Cobham I^rote6^or> the King no kibger 
doubted of the confpiracy^.but ordered abottt: 
half of them to be executed/ and ifTued a pro* 

clama- 
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clamatlon for apprebeoding Cobham, who was 
all this time' concealed in Wales, The King, 
tvho was Lollard enough himfelf to cafi a 
ra|Midous eye en the revenues of the Clergy, 
was diverted i>y a free g)lft, and by a perfua* 
iion' to undertake the conquefl: of France, to 
which kingdom they afTuFed him he had un« 
doubted right : When He thought he had any 
to the crown of England, the other followed 
of courfe. In fuch reciprocal intercourfe of 
afts of amity, heretics were naturally aban* 
doned to their perfecutors. The conqueft of 
France foon followed, and the furprizal of Lord 
CoMwm, after a very valiant reliftancc, * in 
which he was wounded. Being examined be- 
fore the Duke of Bedford; He would have ex- 

♦ HewasfnzedbytbeLfirdPowiu The pr^ 
damatian for apprehending him offered lopo marki 
of gold and 20 L a year for Itfe^ and a difcharge 
Jr^m'iill taxes to any cttv^ borough or toivn^ that 
Jhould deliver him up. Vide appendix to Bale's brefe 
chrjriycle cancernynge the Examynacyon and death cf 
the lief ed Martyr o/ChriJl Syrjohan Oldcojiell the 
Lbrde Cobham. Reprinted in 1729. His ready 
lortJtnd brave fpifit appear to great advantage ire 
tbUi^count of his TriaL 

patiated 



54 NOBLE AUTHORS. 

patiatcd on his faith, but the Chief Jofflcef' 
tooted i** That they ftiould not fiiffer him to 
** fpend the time fo vainly in moleftirig of the 
** nobles of the reahn." Not bring indulged 
to fpeak on what he was accufed, and naturally 
provoked by the ingratitude and weaknefs of 
Henry, the ftout Lord avowed allegiance tfti 
king Richard* ; his fentence and execution fobni - 
followed. He died intreating Sir Thomas Er- 
pingham, that if he faw him rife from death to 
life the third day. He would procure that his 
Seft might be in peace and quiet f. 

* i 

He wrote, 

** Twelve conclufions, addrefled to the Par-| 
" liament of England. At the end of the firft 
book. He wrote fome monldfli rhymes in Latin, 
which Bale has preferved, and which he fays^* 
were *' copyed out by dyverfe men and fet upon'" 
^^theyr wyndowes, gates and dores, which' 

* King Richard bad long ban dead: I Jufptft 
it is only meant that Lord Cobham (Sfclaimed obt- 
dience to the Houfe of Lancafltr^ who had ufarpkd 
the throne of King Richard and his right heirs. ' ' 

" were 
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«* were then knowcn for obftynattt' Hypocrites 
^' and fleihlye li?ers» which made the prelates 
** madde *•" 

** The complaints of the Countryman J. 

^^ His confefGon and abjuration ;^' but ii&s 
piece is believed to be> and Certainly was a for* 
gery. 



JOHN TIPTOFT, 
EARL of WORCESTER. 

IN thofe rude ages when valour and igno- 
rance were the attributes of nobility, when 
metaphyfical fophiftries and jingling rhymes in 
barbarous Latin were the higheft endowments 
and prerogatives of the Clergy ; and when % 
•* it was enough for nob1emen*s fons to wind 

* Bale's hrefi ChrmycU^ p. 99. 
+ Tannery p» 561; 

X A NobUman^s fpeech to Rich. Pace^ in thi 
nign of Henry tkt Eighth. * 

Biographia, vol. 2. p. 1236. 

their 
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their horn, and carry th^ir hawke.fair, and 
leave ftady and learning to the chHdrcn of 
mean people ;" it is no wonder tbat pur old 
peers produced no larger nor more elegant cpm- 
pofitions than the infcription on the fword ,j[jf 
the brave Earl of Shrewfbury, 

^* Sum Talboti pro occidere inimicos f*** - 

It if furprizing that the turbulent tioies of 
Henry the Sixth, and Edward the Fpnrtb, 
fhould have given to the learned world (b ac- 
compUftied a Lord as the Earl of Worceftcr. 
He early tailed of the Mufes' fountain, difp^mfed 
in more copious ftreams over Europe by tbfi 
difcovcry of PriDting in 1450. Pope Nichdbis 
the Fifth patronized the new Art ; and .tl^ 
torrent of learned men that was poured Ojpca 
Italy by the taking of Conflantinople in 145 J» 
by^ Mahomet the Second, revived the Art^.apd 
"the purity of the almofl -forgotten Tpj^gues* 
The celebrated iEneas Sylvius, then on fk^ 

+ Others give //, ** Sum Talboti pro vinceriini' 

Camden's. Ronaios* 
throne 
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throne of Rome by the name of Piiis the Se- 
cond/ eticouraged Leaniing by his munificence 
and example. One of his brighteft ' imitatoi^ 
and cotemporarles was John Tiptoft Earl ctf 
Worcefter, who vs^as born at Everton in Car*- 
bridgelhire, and edircated at f Baliol Cc41ege in 
Oxford. He was Son of the Lord Tibetot^ or 
Tiptoft and Powys, and was created a Vifcount 
and Earl of Worcefter by King Henry the Sixth, 
and appointed Lord Deputy of Ireland. By 
King Edward the Fourth he was made Knight 
of the Garter, and conftituted Juftice of North- 
Wales for life. Dugdale> who is more fparing 
of titles to him than our other Writers, fays he 
vras foon after made Conflable of the Tower 
for life, and t\rice Treafurer of the King^s Ex- 
dieqiser : But % other Hiftorians fay he was 
X«ord High Conftable, and twice Lord Tre^- 
furer» the firfl time, according to Lud. Carbo, 
at twenty-five years old ; and again Deputy of 
Ireland for the Duke of Clarence. But what- 

\Leland ie Script. Brit, vol 2. p. 475- The 
^arl is mt mentioned by Ant* Wood^ whofe account 
'idiinot commend he/ore the year 1500. 
,,^ X Ames. Briiijb Librarian. Bale^is^c. 

ever 
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difpute there may be about his titles in At 
State, there is no doubt but He was eminently 
at the head' of Litterature, and fo mafterly an 
Orator, that He drew tears from the eyes of 
the before-mentioned Pope Pius by an Oration 
iriiich he pronounced before him when ht vifit- 
ei Rome through a curiofity of feeing the Vati- 
can library, after he had refided at Padua and 
Venice, and made great purchafes of books X * 
This was on his return from a * pilgrimage 
to Jerufalem ; which holy expedition is attri* 
bated by f a modern Writer to the fofpenfi 
of his Lordfhip's mind between gratitude t6 
King Henry and loyalty to King Edward-^-:— ^ 
But he feems not to have been much embarat 
fed with the former, confidering how greatly 
He had profited of King Edward's favour. It 
is certain that the rapid Richard Nevil Eail 
of Warwick did not afcribe much gratitude (o 

X He is faid to have given MSS* ta the ^gief. 
ef 500 marks to the Vniverfity of Oxford. 

Tamper *s BibUoth. Brtt« pu 715* 

* Hi had hsfore this dlftingmftad binfeif If 
clearing the Seas from Pirates^ Vide LdaiuL. ^^ 
t G, S. Wofibies of England, p. 88. 

the 
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ihe pari of Worcefter, and that the Earl did, 
not confide much in any merit of that fort^ 
for ab&onding daring the flKMt r^ftpratton of 
Henry, and beit^ jt^^^ea cosceakd in a trtee k^ 
Weybrldge-ForeA b^ {{ui^tiogdonfture, he was 
brought to Lond^» ^culed of * cruelty in hi» 
adminiftratipn of fre^pd, particular}/ |x>wards 
two infant Sons of the Earl of DefmoQdy and 

♦ Leland owns that he had exerted himfelf t99 

feverely ogalnft form Lancajirians^ which drew 

down the vengeance gfihat party on him, p, 479* /« 

Sir Richard Cqx*s Hijiory of Ireland it is faid^ 

** That the E^rl of IVorcefler was fent over in 

<* 1467, and held a Parliament at Vroojjeda^ in 

which the Earls of Defmond and Kildare were 

attainted^ on aecufation of having ajftfted the 

King^s Enemies in (hat country ; hut that the 

*^ Irifh affirm it was in revenge fcr Defmond's un- 

*' dervaluing his Majejlys match with Elizabeth 

•' Groyy and that as Joon as Defmond^ the greal 

*' Eftr(^ was beheaded^ Kildare was pardoned and 

** left Deputy by Tipt^fty who returned to Eng^ 

" Idnd,^^ Pages 169, 170, 171. Campion fays 

that the ^ee^ caufed the Earl of Defmond* s trade 

ef lifi to be fsfied after the Irifh manner {contrary 

to tundry old ftatutes) by his fucceffbr the Earl 

ef n^orcefier^ in confequence of which Defmond was 

attainted and put t$ death. Hift. of Irel. p. lO]^. 
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condemned and beheaded at the Tower I470« 
HaU and Hollinglhead fpeak of his tyranny as 
not qnite eqaivocaly though more favorable wri- 
ters aferibe his imputed crimes to the malice of 
his enemies. Indeed it was an unwonted firaio 
of tendemefs in a Mao (o little fcrupuloos of 
blood as Warwick, to put to death fo great a 
Peer> for ibme inhumanity to the children cf an 
Irifii Lord ; nor does one conceive why He 
fought for fo remote a crime He was not of- 
ten fo delicate. Tiptoft feems to have been 
puniftied by Warwick for leaving Henry for 
Edward, when Warwick had thought fit to 
quit Edward for Henry. 

This Earl of Worcefter, * '« which,** zs^ 

_ « 

Caxton his printer, who was much enamoiured 
of him, fays, ** in his tyme flowred in vertuc 
** and cunnyng, and to whom he knew none 
•* lyke emonge the Lordes of the temporalide 
•* in fcience and moral vertue," tranilated 
** Cicero de amicitia," and " Two Declaratioos 

' ♦ jfmes en Printing in his account of Caxton^ /• 
26. and feq. 
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** made by Pablius Cornelius Scipio, and Gayus 
** Flainyneus, rivals fer the love of Lucrcce/' 
which he dedicated 'to Edward the Fourth; 
and wrote fome' otter orations and epiftles ; 
and engliflied " Carfar's Commentaries,'* as 
tdtichtng Britifli affairs ^ which verfion was 
pubHihed without name of Printei*, place or 
date, but was fuppofed to be printed by John 
Rartell, who lived in the reign of Henry the 
Eighth. 

In the fixth of Edward the Fourth, he drew 
up ** Orders for the placing of the Nobility 
in all proceedings §." And, *' Orders and 
Statutes for Jufts and Triumphs *." In the 
Afhmolean Colleftion f are the following, *' Or- 
** dinahces. Statutes and Rules, made by John 
*« Tiptoft Earle of Worcefter and Conftable of 
*' England, by the King's Commandment at 
** Windfore X> ^^ ^^ obferved in all manner of 

^ * * 

§ MS. Cotton Tiber. E. viii. 35. 
^ Ibid, 40. 

t MS. 763. 

X 29 Mail. 6th Edward the Fourth, 



u 
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*^ Juftes of Pdrs within the Reahn of England, 
*' ^c." He is alfo {aid to have written ** A 
** Petition againft the | Lollards;" and *• An 
•* OratioQ to the Citizens erf" Padua §." 

In the manofcripits belonging to the Cathe* 
dral of Lincoln is a volume of ibme twenty 
epiftles, of which four are written by our Earl* 
and the reft addrefled to Him *. 

" O good blefled Lord God !" faith Caxton, 
^' what grete lolTe was it oS that noble, ver- 
^ tuous, and well-difpofed Lord I CsTr. and what 
worfhip had he at Rome in the prefence of 
our holy Fader the Pope ! And fo in all other 
places unto his deth ; at which deth every 
^ man that was there might lem to dye, and 
*' take his deth pacientlye. J The axe then <M 
at one blow cut off more learning than was 
** left in the heads of all the furviving No- 
** bUity/* 

II Fuller's Ch. Hift. iv. i62* 

§ T^anner^ p, 716. 

• ib. p. 717. 

X Fuller's WorthUs in Camb. p. 15 j. 
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AN to NY WIDFILLE, 
EARL RIVERS. 

THOUGH Caxtoa knew *' none like to 
the Erie of Worcefter," and though the 
Author laft quoted thinks that all learning in 
the Nobility periftied wi^h Tiptoft, yet there 
flourifhed at the fame period a noble Gentle- 
man, by no means Inferior to him in learning 
and politenefs, in birth his equal, by alliance 
his fuperior, greater in feats of arms, and in 
pilgrimages more abundant : This was Antony 
Widville Earl Rivers, Lord Scales and New* 
fells. Lord of the Ifle of Wight, " dcfenfeur 
*' and direfteur of the caufes Apoftolique fot 
" our holy Fader the Pope in this royame of 
" Englond, and Uncle and Governour to my 
" Lord Prince of Wales f ." 

He was Son of Sir Richard Widville by 
Jaqueline of Luxemburgk Duch€fs-dowag«r-*6f 

•j- Caxton in Jme$*5 CataL p, 14. 

F 2 Bed- 
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Bedford, and brother of the fair Lady Gray, 
who captivated that Monarch of Pleafure Ed- 
ward the Fourth. When about feventeen years 
of age He was taken by force from Sandwich 
with his Father, and carried to Calais by fome 
of the oppofite fa^on. The credit of his 
Sifter, the countenance and example of his 
Prince, the boifteroufhefs of the times, nothing 
foftened, nothing roughened the mind of this 
amiable Lord, who was as gallant as his luxu- 
rious Brother-in-law, without his weaknefles; 
as brave as the Heroes of either Rofe, without 
their favagenefs ; ftudious in the intervals of 
bufinefs, and devout after the nianner of thofe 
whimfical times, when men challenged others 
whom they never faw, and went bare-foot to 
vifit (hrines in countries of which they had 
fcarce a map. In fhort. Lord Antony was, || as 
Sir Thomas More fays, " Vir, haud facile dif- 
*' cernas, manuve aut confilio promptior.'* 

§ He diftinguifhed himfelf both as a Warrior 
and a Statefman : The Lancaflrians making an 

,. g In vita Rich. 111. 
§ Vide DugdaWs Baronage^ vol. 2. p. 231.' 
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infurreftion in Northumberland, he attended 
the King into thofe parts, and was a chief 
Commander at the feige of Alnwick-Caftle ; 
foon after which he was elefted into the Order 
of the Garter. In the tenth of the fame rdgn 
He defeated the Dukes of Clarence and Warwick 
in a ikirmifh near Southampton, and prevented 
their feizing a great Ship called the Trinity be- 
longing to the latter. He attended the King 
into Holland on the change of the Scene, re* 
turned with him, and had a great (hare in his 
viftories, and was conftituted Governor of Ca- 
lais, and Captain-general of all the King's forces 
by fea and land. He had before been fent Em- 
baffador to negotiate a marriage between the 
King's Sifter and the Duke of Burgundy ; and 
in the fame Charafter concluded a treaty be- 
tween King Edward and the Duke of Bretagne. 
On Prince Edward being created Prince of Wales, 
He was appointed his Governor, and had a 
grant of the Office of Chief Butler of England ; 
and was even on the point of attaining the high 
honour of efpoufing the Scottifti Princefs, Sifter 
of King James the Third ; the Bi(hop . of Ro- 
chefter. Lord privy-feal, and Sir Edward Wi*- 

F 3 vUle, 
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ville, being difpatched into Scotland to perfeft 
that marriage t- 

X A remarkable event of tliis Earl's life was 
a perfonal vidory He gained In a tournament 
over Antony Count de la Roche) called the 
Baftard of Burgundy, natural Son of Duke 
Philip the Good. This illuflrious encounter 
was performed m a folemn and moft magnifi- 
cent Tilt held for that purpofe in Smithfield : 
Our Earl was the Challenger ; and from the 
date of the year and the affinity of the perfon 
challenged, this ceremony was probably in 
honour of the afore-mentioned marriage of the 
Lady Margaret the King's Sifter, with Charles 
the Hardy, laft Duke of Burgundy. Nothing 
could be better adapted to the humour of the 
age, and to the union of that Hero and Virago^ 
than a lingle cpmbat between two erf" their near 

f Thf ^een had before projeSIed to murry him 

to that great Heire/Sy Mary of Burgundy^ who at 

the fame time was fought by Clarence ; a circtm' 

Jlance that muft have heightened that Princess aver* 

Jion to the ^een and her family. 

\ P^^dale ulifupra^ and Biogr. Brit, p. i23i» 



NOBLE AUTHORS. 71 

relations. In the Biographia Britannica is a 
long account extracted from a curious manu- 
fcript of this tournament, for which letters of 
fafe conduft were granted by the King, as ap-p 
pears from Rymer's Foedera ; the title of which 
are, ** Pro Baftardo Burgundiac fuper punftis 
** armorum perficiendis.*' At thefe Jufts the 
Earl of Worcefter (before-mentioned) prelided 
as Lord High Conftable, and attelled the 
Queen's giving The Flower of Souvenana to the 
Lord Scales, as a charge to undertake the en- 
terprize, and his delivery of it to Chcfter- 
Herald, that he might carry it over to be 
touched by the Baftard, in token of his accept- 
ing the challenge. This prize was a collar of * 
gold with the rich flower of Souvenance en- 
amelled, and was faftened above the EarFs knee 
by fome of the Queen's Ladies on the Wed- 
nefday after the Feaft of the Refurreftion. The 
Baftard, attended by four hundred Lords, 
Knights, Squires and Heralds, landed at Gravef- 
end ; and at Blackwall He was met by the 
Lord High Conftable with feven barges and a 
galley full of attendance, richly covered with 
doth of gold and arras. The King proceeded 

F 4 to 
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to London; in Fleet-ftreet the Champions fo- 
lemnly met in his prefence ; and the palaces of 
the Bifliops of Saliibury and Ely were appoint- 
ed to lodge thcfe brave Sons of holy church; 
as St. Paul's Cathedral was for holding a chap* 
ter for the folution of certain doubts upon the 
articles of combat. The timber and workman- 
flup of the lifts coft above 200 marks. The 
pavilions, trappings, ^V. were fumptuous in 
proportion. Yet, however weighty the ex- 
pence, the Queen could not but think it well 
beftowed, when She had the fatisfaftion of be- 
holding her Brother viftorious in fo fturdy an 
encounter ; the fpike in the front of the Lord 
• Scale's horfc having run into the noftril of the 
Baftard's horfe, fo that He reared an end and 
threw his rider to the ground. The generous 
conqueror difdained the advantage, and would 
have renewed the combat, but the Baftard re- 
fufed to fight any more oh horfe-back. The 
next day they fought on foot, when Widvillc 
again prevailing, and the fport waxing wanD| 
the King gave the figual to part them. 

• Earl Rivers had his (hare of his Sifter's af- 
flidtlons a$ well as of her triumphs ; but mak- 

in; 
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ing a right ufe of adverfity, and underftanding 
that there was to be a jubilee and pardon at 
St. James's in Spain in 1473, He failed from 
Southampton, and for fometime was ** full ver- 
*' tuoufly occupied in goyng of pUgrimagis to 
*' St. James in Galice, to Rome, and to Seint 
Nicholas de Bar in Puyle, and other diverfe 
holy places. Alfo He procured and got dE 
*^ our holy Fader the Pope a greet and large 
*^ indulgence and grace unto the chapel of our 
•' Lady of the Piewe by St. Stephen's at Weft* 
<* menftre ♦." 

The difmal cataftrophe of this accompliihed 
Lord, in the forty-firft year of his age, is well • 
known : 






€1 



•Rivers, Vaughan and Gray t> 



*« E'er this lie fliorter by the heads at Pomfret.** 

The 
* yfmesyp. 14. 
' + ^een Elizabeth Gray is defervedty pitied for 
hftng her two Sons, but the royalty of their birth 
has fo engrojfed the attention of Hijlorians^ that 
they never reckon into the number of her misfortunes 
the murder of this her fecond Son Sir Richard 
Gray. It is as remarkable how flightly the death 
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The works of this gallanc and leariied perfon 
were ;. 

I. " TTxe diftes and fayinges of the Philofo- 
** phcrs ; tranflated out of Latyn into Frenftie 
** lyy a worfiiipful man called Meffirc Jehan de 
«* Teonville, Provoft of Paris j" and from thence 
rendered into Englifh by our Lord Rivers, 
who (ailing to the Spanifh Jubilee, " and lack- 
** y°g fyg^^ ^ ^^' londes, the wynde being 
* good and the weder fayr, thennc for a re- 
•* creaqron and pafTyng of time, had delyte and 
•* axed to rede fome good hiftorye. A worfhip- 
•* foH gcntylman called Lowys de Bretaylles/' 
*Icnt htm the above-mentioned treatife, which 
when he had ** heided and looked upon, as he 
•* had tyme and fpace, he gaaf thereto a veray 
•* affeftion ; and in fpecial by caufe of the 

0f evr Earl Rivers is always mentioned^ though a 
Man invefled with fuch high offices of trujl and 
dignity ; and bow much we dwell on the execution of 
the Lord Chamberlain Ha flings^ a man in every 
Izght b's inferior. In truth the generality draw 
f*>eir id a^ of Englifh Jiory from the tragic rather 
Attn the bijicric authors. 

" holfom 



NOBLE AUTHORS. 75 

*^ holfom and fwete fanges of the Pa}Tiems, 
** which is a glorious fair myrrour to all good 
•' Chriftea people to behold and underftonde.** 
And afterwards being appointed Governor to 
the Prince, He undertook this tranflation for 
the ufe and inftruftion of his royal pupiL The 
book is fuppofed to be the fecond ever printed 
in England by J Caxton; at lead the firft 
which he printed at Weftminfter, being dated 
November 18, 1477. A fair Manufcript of this 
tranflation, with an illumination reprefenting 
the Earl introducing Caxton to Edward the 
Fourth, his Queen and the Prince, is prefenr- 
^ in the Archbifliop's library at Lambeth. 

The moft remarkable circumftance attending 
this book is the galantry of the Earl, who 
omitted to tranflate part of it, becaufe it con- 
tained farcafms of Socrates againft the fair Sex t 
And it is no lefs remarkable that his Printer 
ventured to tranflate the fatire, and add it to his 
Lordfliip's performance ; yet with an apology for 
his prefumption||. 

J Ames J p, 9. 

)| yfmes^ and the Brittjh librarian^ 

n. 
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II. " The moral proverbs of Chriftiaa of 
'* Pyfe ;" another tranflation §. The Au- 
tfaorefs Chriftina was daughter of Thomas of 
Pifc, otherwife called of Boulogne, whither 
her Father removed ; and though She filled 
herfelf a Woman Ytalien, yet She wrote in 
French, and flourifhed about the year 1400. 
In this tranflation the Earl difcovered new 
talents, turning the work into a poem of two 
hundred and three lines, the greateft part of 
which He contrived to make conclude with the 
Letter E : An inftance at once of his Lord- 
ihip's application, and of the bad tafte of an 
age, which had witticifms and whims to flruggle 
with as well as ignorance. It concludes with 
two ftanzas of feven lines each, beginning 
dias; 

•* The grete vertus of our Elders notable 
** Oftc to remembre is thing profitable ; 

An happy hous is, where dwelleth Prudence, 
Foi* where She is, raifon is in prefence, dsff . 

EX- 
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EXPLICIT. 

•* Of thefe fayynges Criftyae was the aufturefle^' 
** Which in makyn had fuch iatelligence, 
" That thereof She was mireur and maiftrefle | 
*' Her werkes teftifie thexper ience ; 
** In Frensfti languaige was written this fenteace; 
" And thus engliftied doth hit reherfe 
Antoin Wxdevylle thcrk Ryvers." 



<« 



Caxton, infpired by his Patron's mufe, coo- 
cludes the work thus ; 

'^ Go thou litil quayer and recommaund me 
" Unto the good grace of my fpecial Lorde 
•* Therle Ryveris, for I have emprinted the 
•* At his commandement, following evry wordc 
*' His copye, as his fecretarie can recordc; 
** At Weftmcftre, of Feverer the xx day, 
** And of kyng Edward the xvii yere vraye. 

«* Emprinted by C A X T O N 
^* la Feverer the colde Seafon." 
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III. The book named •* Cordial, or Memo- 
** rare noviffima ;'* * a third tranflation from 
the French ; the original author not named : 
Began to be printed by Caxton ^' the mom 
** after the purification of our bliffid Lady in 
•* the yere 1 478, which was the daye of Seint 
'* Blafe, bifhop and martir ; and finifhed on the 
''•even of thannunciation of our faid bliffid 
'' Lady in the xix yere of Kyng Edward the 
" Fourth, 1480.'* By which it feems that 
Caxton was above two years in printing this 
book. It does not appear that he publifhed any 
other work in that period ; yet he was generally 
more expeditious ; but the new Art did not, or 
could "not multiply it's productions, as it 'does 
now in it's maturity. 



Thefe are all the remains of this illuftrious 
Lord, though, as Caxton {ays, '* notwith- 
" flonding the greet labours and charges he 
** had in the fervice of the Kyng and of my 
*' faid Lord Prince, which hath be to him no 
** little thought and bifinefs, yet over that, 
** tenrich his vertuous difpofitton, he put him 



* Ames^ p. 13, 



^« 



«ia 
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<* in devoyr at all tymes, when he might have 
** a leyfer, which was but ftarte mete, to tranf- 
«* late diverfe bookes out of Frenfti into Eog- 
*< lifti." He then mentions thofe I have recited, 
iand adds, 

IV. " Over that hath made divers bahdc 
f « ayenft the feven dedely fynnes f •" 

It is obfervable with what timidity and iow- 
iinefs young Learning ventured to unfoUt her 
recent pinions, how little She dared to raife 
hcrfelf above the ground. We have feea thac 
Earl Tiptoft and Earl Rivers, the reftorers aod 
patrons of fcience in this country, cojiteoted 
theiQfelves with tranflating the works of otbeis; 
the latter condefcending even to tranllate a txaQf- 
lation. But we mufl: remember how fcarce 
books were ; how few of the Claffic ftandards 
were known, and how much lefs underftood. 
Whoever confiders the account which Caxtoa 
gives of his meeting " with the Ijrtyle book ia '^ 
** Frenttie, tranflated out of Latyn by that 
^* noUc'.^oete and grete Gierke Virgyle/' vnll 

f AmiSf p. 14. 

not 
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not wonder that Invention did not exert itfelf. 
Whatever was tranflated, was new and a real 
prefent to the age. Invention operates only 
where there is no pattern, or where all patterns 
are exhaufted. He> who in the dawn of fcience 
made a verfion of Chriftina of Pifa, m it's vi- 
gorous maturity would tranflate Montefquiou 
and, I truft, not in metre ! 

I have dwelled the longer on the articles 
of thefc two Lords, aS they are very flightly 
known, and as I think their country in a great 
meafure indebted to them for the refloration of 
Learning. The countenance, the example of 
men in their fituation mull have operated more 
ftrongly than the attempts of an hundred 
Profeflbrs, Benedictines, and Commentators. 
The fimilitude of their ftudies was terminated 
by too fatal a refemblance in their cataftro* 
phe ! 



NICHOLAS 
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NICHOLAS 
LORD FAUX 

SEEMS to have been a great ornament 
to the reign of Henry the Seventh, and 
to the court of Henry the Eighth in it's more 
joyous days, before Queens, Minifters^ Peers, 
and Martyrs, embrued fo many fcafFolds with 
their blood. William Vaux his Father ha4- 
forfeited his fortunes in the caufe of Henry the 
Sixth : They were reftored to the Son with the 
honour of Knight-hood on his fighting ftoutly 
at the battle of Stoke againft the Earl of Lin- 
coln, on the fide of Henry the Seventh. In 
the feventeenth of that reign, at the marriage 
of Prince Arthur, the brave young Vaux ap- 
peared in a goMm of purple velvet, adorned 
with pieces of gold fo thick and maffive, that 
cxclufive of the filk and furs, it was valued at a 
thoufands pounds : About his neck be wore a 
Vol. L G collar 
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collar of 5 5. weighing eight hundred pounds^ 
in nobles. In thofe days it not only required 
great bodily ftrength to fupport the weight of 
their cumberfome aruKMir ; their very luxury of 
apparel for the drawing-room would opprefs a 
fyftem of modern mufclea ! In the firft of 
Henry the Eighth, Vaux was made lieutenant 
of the caftle of Guifnes in Picardy ; and in the 
fifth of that reign was at the feige of The- 
rouennc. In the tenth year He was one of the 
Embafladors for confirming the peace between 
Henry and the French King ; and foon after 
in commiffion for preparing the famous inter- 
view between thofe Monarchs near Guifnes; 
Thefe martial and feftival talents were the di** 
reft road to Henry's heart, who in his fifteenth 
year created Sir Nicholas a Baron at the palace 
of Bridewell : But He lived not long to enjoy 
the fplendor of this favour. Departing this 
Ufe in 1523 ; he founded chantries for the (buls 
of his anceftors, portioned his three daughters 
with five hundred pounds a-piece for their mar- 
riages, and to his Sons Thomas and William 
bequeathed all his wearing gere, except doth 

of 



N06LE AUTHORS 83 

of gold, cloth of filver, and tiflue *. A battle^ 
a pageant, an embafly, a fuperftitioas will, 
compofe the hiftory of moft of the great meti 
of that age : But our Peer did Hot flop there : 
He had been bred at Oxford, and had a happy 
genius for poetry, of which fome famples are 
extant in " The Paradife of dainty devices +." 
An author J, who wrote nearer to thofe times^ 
lays, ** that his Lordfhip's fancy lay chiefly iii 
*' the facility of his metre, and the aptnefs of 
^' his defcriptions, fuch as he takes upon him to 
<« make 5 namely in fundry of his fongs, where- 
** in He /heweth the counterfeit-adlion very live- 
** ly and pleafantly." In Antony Wood || may 
be feen the titles of fome of his fonnets, and 
the fame author fays that there goes a doleful 
ditty alfo under his name, beginning thus, *< I 
** loath that I did love, i«fr." which was thought 
by fome to be made upon his death-bed. 

♦ Wood^ voL I. p. ig. Dugdale^ vol. 2. p. 304. 
Tanner, p. 731. 

f Publijhed by Rich. Edwards. Vide JVood^ v$h 
1. p. X52. 

J jfrt of EngUJh peefy. 

li Vol. I. p. 19* 

G2 yoHi^ 
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JOHN "BOURCHIER, 
LORD BERNERS, 

GRANDSON and heir of a Lord of 
the fame name, who was defcended from 
Thomas of Woodftock Duke of Glocefter, 
and had been Knight of the Garter and Con- 
ftable of Windfor-Caflle under Edward the 
Fourth *. Our Lord John was created a Knight 
of the Bath at the marriage of the Duke of 
York, fecond Son of Edward the Fourth, and 
was firft known by quelling an infurredlion in 
Cornwall and Devonfhire under the conduft 
of Michael Jofeph a blackfinith in 1495 f, 
which recommended him to the favour of f lenry 
the Seventh. He was Captain of the Pioneers 
at the feige of Therouenne under Henry the 
Eighth, by whom He was made Chancellor of 

* Blomfield's Hiji. of Norf, vol. 3. p. 100. 
f Jrjt, IVood^ vol, I. p. 34. 

the 
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the Exchequer for life, Lieutenant of Calais 
and the marches, :j: appointed to conduft the 
Lady Mary, the King's Sifter, into France on 
her marriage with Louis the Twelfth, and with 
whom [Hen. viii.] he had the rare felicity 
of continuing in favour eighteen years. He 
died in 1532, leaving his gown of damafk- 
tawney furred with jennets to his natural Son 
Humphrey Bourchier ; and certain legacies to 
two other illegitimate Sons, having had only 
two Daughters by his Wife Catherine, Daugh- 
ter of John Duke of Norfolk; from one of 
which Ladies is defcended the prefent Lady 
Baronefs Berners, whofe right to that title, ''-^ 
which had long lain in obfcurity, was clearly 
made out and recovered by the late Peter l,eneve 
Efq; Norroy. 

Lord Berners, by the command of King 
Henry, || tranflated " Froiffart's Chronicle,'* 
which was printed in 1523, by Richard Pinfon, 
the fifth on the lift of Engliflx Printers, and 
Scholar of Caxton. 

J Du^d. Baron, vol. 2. p. i^S* 
• II Jmes in Pinfon^ p. 125, 

G 3 Others 
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Others of his works were a whimfical mcd-^ 
ley of tranflations from French, Italian and 
Spanifli novels, which fcem to have been the 
mode then, as they were afterwards in the reign 
of Charles the Second, 

When ev*ry flowery cmrtter wrote romance. 

Thefe were, *^ The life of Sir Arthur, an 
** Armorican Knight § ; The famous exploits 
** of Sir Hugh of Bourdeaux * ; Marcus Au-^ 
*' relias f > and The caftle of Love J." He 






§ Lard Oxford had one of thefe^ with this tltle^ 
The Hijhry of the mojl noble and vafyaunt 
Knight, Arthur of Lytell Brytaine, tranJJated 

" out of Frenche by John Bourgcher, Knyght, 

*< Lord Earners.'* Black letter. 

Vide Harleian Catal. vol. 3. p. 32, 

* Done at the deftre of the Earl of Huntingdon \ 
it paffed through three editions. Tanner, p. 1 16. 

t Ames, p. 169. Tl)is was undertaken at the 
dtftre of his Nephew Sir Francis Bryan. Tann. ih. 

% Dedicated to the Lady of Sir Nicholas CareW, 
at z^ho/e dtfire he trc^njlaied it from the Spanijh. 

Tanner, ib, 
compofed 
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compofed alfo a book " of the duties of the in- 
** habitants of Calais ;" and a comedy, intituled* 
" Ite in Vineam ||," which is mentioned in none 
of our catalogues of Englifti plays : Antony 
Wood fays it was ufually afted at Calais after 
Vefpers V *• 

Lord Berners died at Calais 1532, aged 63. 



GEORGE BOLEYN, 
VISCOUNT ROCHFORD, 

TH E unfortunate Brother of Anne Bo- 
leynj^raifed by her grcatnefe, involved 
in her fall, »id more cruelly in her difgrace. 
He was accufed of too intimate familiarity with 

II Bale^ cent. 9, p. 706. f Vol. i. p. 33. 

* Fullir [in his fTorthies of Hertford/hire, p. 
27] yjzyj, *< / behold his [Lord Berners^s] as tht 
** fecond, accounting the Lord Ttptoft the GiAytkchle 

hand, which^ fince the decay of Learnings took a 

pen therein^ to be author of a book/' But I 
have Jhown that Lord Berners was but the fifib 
Writer anting the nobility in order of time, 

G 4 hi$ 
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his Sifter, by a moft infamous woman his wife/ 
who continued a Lady of the Bed-chamber 
to the three fucceeding Queens, till her ad- 
xnineftring * to the pleafures of the laft of them, 
Catherine Howard, brought that fentcncc on 
her, which her malice or jealoufy had drawn 
on her Lord and her Sifter-in-law. The 
wcightieft proof againft them was his having 
been feen to whifper the Queen one morning as 
She was in bed f* Put that could make inceft, 

where 

♦ Honejl Stowi has preferved a converfathn 
letween Anne of Cleves and this Lady Rochford^ 
in which the arch fimplicity cf the former^ and the 
petulant curirfity of the latter are very rfmarkahle. 
The Lady kleanor Rutland ^ the Lady Katherine 
Edgcumbe^ and Lady Rochford^ were Jtfting to 
know whether her Majefty was breeding : ^he 
^een fairly owned ^ ** That the King when they 
*' %vent to bed^ took her by the band, kijpd her and 
« b'^d her^ Good-night, Sweet-heart ; and in the 
^* morningy kijfed her^ and bid her^ Farewell Dar- 
<* ling ; Jnd is rot this enough ? !^otb her Ma^ 
♦♦ yejhy:^ Stowe's Annals, p. 578. 

t The poor ^een had fo little idea of guilty or 
of what She was accufed^ that on her firji com^ 
tuitment to the Tower ^ She exMmed tenderly,. 

''Obi 
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%vherc a jealous or fickle tyrant could make laws 
at his will ! Little is recorded of this nobleman, 
but two or three embaflies to France, his being 
made Governor of Dover and the cinque Ports, 
and his fubfcribing the famous declaration to 
Clement the Seventh. Like Earl Rivers, He 
rofe by the exaltation of his Siller; like him, 
was innocently facrificed on her account ; and 
like him fhowed that the luftre of his fitu^tioa' 
did not make him negleft to add accompliih- 
ihents of his own. 

Antony Wood fays he was much adored at 
court, efpecially by the female fex, for his ad- 
mirable difcourfe and fymmetry of body ; which 

« Oh ! where is my Jweet Brother ?" The Lieu- 
tenant willing to /pare her a new Jhuk^ replied^ 
without telling her that the Lord Rocbford was 
committed too^ '• That he left him at Tork-placeJ** ' 
Strype, vol. i. p. 280. The Juthor of Englijb 
Worthies^ tells a Story which is related too by Fuller 
in bis Worthies of Wiltjhire^ p. 146. That on Jam 
Seymour's firjl coming to court ^ S^ueen Anne fnatch^ 
edat a jewel pendent about this Jane's neei^ and 

hurt her own hand with the violence She ufed. 

She was Jiruck with finding it the King's pi£fure» 
tzgc 848, 

cnt 
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one may well believe ; the King and the Lady 
Rochford woald fcarce have fufpedled the Queen 
flf inceft, Qolefs her Brother had had uncommon 
allurements in bis perfon. 

Wood alcribcs to him 

Several poems, fongs and fonnets^ with other 
diiiig^ of the like nature. 

Bale calls them *' Rythmos elegantifllmos," 
lib. I. But none of his works are come down 
to us» unlefs any of the anonymous pieces, pub- 
liflied along with the Earl of Surrey's poems, 
be of his compofition. 



JOHNl^OKD LUMLEY, 

SO N of Richard Lord Lumley *, was the 
feventh Baron of that family, and an 
eminent warrior in the reign of Henry the 
Eighth. Being about the age of twenty- one 



♦ Fide DugdaU and Collinses Peerages. 



>?♦ 



ia 
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Ui tbe fifth of that King, ■ He carried a con* 
iiderable force to the Earl of Surrey at York^ 
and was a principal commander at Floddea-lieldt 
where He diftinguiflied himfelf with great 
bravery. He was prefent at moft of the in- 
terviews between his mailer and foreign Mon- 
archs, which fo much delighted that Prince 
and his Htftorians ; and again ferved againfl 
the Scots in the fifteenth of that King. He 
was one of the Barons who figned the memor- 
able letter to Clement the Seventh, threatning 
him with the lofs of his fupremacy in England, 
unlefs He proceeded to difpatch the King's di- 
vorce : But notwithftanding this, we find him 
deeply engaged in the rebellion, which our old 
Writers call I'he pilgrimage of grace. The Duke 
of Norfolk, general of the Royalifts, offered 
them a free pardon ; Lord Lumley was com- 
miffioned to treat on the part of the revolters, 
and with great dexterity extricated himfelf an4 
his followers. Yet foon after He loft his cmly 
Son George, who being taken in another in- 
furreftion with the Lord Darcy, was beheaded. 
Of the Father we find no more mention, but 
^t in the year 1550, He tranflated " EraA 

« mus's 
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** mus*s Inftitution of a Chriftian Prince," which 
is preferved in manufcript in the King*s li- 
brary §. 



HENRY P ARKER, 
LORD MORLEY, 

WA S Son of Sir William Parker *, by 
Alice Sifter of Lovel Lord Morley, by 
which title this Henry was fummoned to parlia- 
ment in the twenty-firft of Henry the Eighth. 
Except being a pretty voluminous author, we 
find nothing remarkable of him, but that he 
too figned the before mentioned letter to Pope 
Clement ; and having a quarrel for prece- 
dence with the Lord Dacre of Gillefland, had 
his pretenfions confirmed by parliament, f An- 
tony -Wood fays, he was Tmng an ancient man 

» 

and in efteem among the nobility in the latter 



§ Vide Cafley*i Catalogue^ p, 261, 
♦ Dugdale^ voL Z. p. 3Q7. 
t Vol.'i.p. s'i* 



end 
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end of the reign of Henry the Eighth ; and ia 
the catalogue of King Charles's colleftion J, a 
portrait is mentioned of a Lord Parker, who 
probably was the fame perfoa. 



He wrote 



■ t 



"A declaration of the xciv. pfahn/^ printed 
by T. Berthelet, 1539 \\. 



*' The lives of Seftaries. 



9f < 



Several tragedies and comedies, whofe very 
titles are loft §• 

I 

And according to Bale and Baker *, certain 
rhimes. 

Befides thefe pieces, there are in the f King's 
library the following manufcripts tranflated by 
him, ftyling himfelf, Henry Parker Ejot. Lord 
Morley; 

X Pag, 3. II Ames, p. IJI. 

§ Theatr. recorJs,p, 5. ' 

♦ f^ide Men cfmte under Henry the Eighth, 
f f^iJe Cajlefs catalogue, 

** Seneca's 
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" Seneca's xviii. aad xcii. Epiftles. 

*' Erafinus's praife to the Virgin Mary i** de* 
dicated to the Princefs Mary. 

*« St. Athanafius's prologue to the Pfalter* 

f* Thomas Aquinas of the angelical falutation. 

** Anfelme, of the flature, form and life of 
** the Virgin Mary and our Saviour. 

'* The Ecclefiaftes of Solomon, with a long 
J^ paraphrafe. 

*« Tranflation of the Somnium Sdpionis* 

«* The Hiftory of Paulus Jovius. 

*^ Hiftory of the Pope's ill treatment of the 
** Emperor Frederick, tranflated from the Latin 
5' of Mafluetius Salemitanus J. 

*« Plutarch's life of Thefeus j" dedicated to 
Henry the Eighth. 

t Tanner, p. $73^ 
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^* Plutarch's lives of Scijdo aiul HannibaL 

** Plutarch's life of Paulus iEmilius J, 

** John de Turre crematS, his expoHtlaii cS 
** the XXXIV. Pfalm." 

And there is in the fame colleflxon a booic^ 
intituled ^< Expofitio in Pfalterium," intriiicli 
is written, " Henricus Parker, eques, Baro 
<^ Morley, hunc codicem dono dedit DoQunae 
*' Mariae, regis Henrici Vlll. filiac." 

In an old catalogue of a fale of books I 
found this article ; 

«' LyfF of the good Eyng Agcfilaus, "Urretten 
<* by the famous Gierke Plutarche in the Grekc 
« Tounge, and traunflated out of the Greke 
** into Latyn by Antony Tudartyn, and dra^^en 
** out off Latyn into Englifhc by me Henry 
•* Lord Morley, and dedycated unto the righc 
¥ honorable Baron the Lorde Crc«nwell, Lord 
•« privy-fealj with a comparifon adjoyoed of 

• II MS. in fhe Bodl, library^ Vide Tana. ib. 

** die 
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•* the life and aftions of our late famousi King 
** Henrie the Eighth, MS. wrote in his Lord- 
** fhip's own hand-writing, as appears by let- 
*• tcr to the Lord Zouch, Prefident of the 
Quecne's counfaili in the marches of Wales^ 
wrote by William Henrick, one of the clerkes 
•« of that court in 1602. Price ten (hillings 
** and fix-pence ♦." 



cc 



HENRY HOWARD, 
EARL of SURRY. 

• * 

WE now emerge from the twilight of 
learning to an almofl claflic author, that 
ornament of a boifterous, yet not unpoliftied 
court, the Earl of Surrey, celebrated by Dray- 
ton, Dryden, Fenton and Pope, illuftrated by 
his own Mufe, and lamented for his unhappy 

• The Epitaph which in my former edition I 
mentioned to have been written hy this Lord for 
himfelf was probably his Son^Sy as Henry Earl of 
Jrundel did not dte^ according to Dugda/e, till the 
22d of Elizabeth. 

and 
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atid unmierited death : *' A Man/' as Sir Walter 
Raleigh fays *, " nd lefs valiant than learned^ 
*• and of excellent hopes/* 

He was Son and CSrandfon of two Lord Trea- 
furei-s, Dukes of Norfolk, and feemed to have 
a promife of fortune as illuftrious, by being the 
friend, and at length the Brother-in-law of the 
Duke of Richmond, Henry's natural Son— — » 
But the cement of that union proved the bane 
of her Brother ! He ihone in all the atcom- 
pliftiments of that martial age ; his Name is 
renowned in it's tournaments and in his Father's 
battles : In an expedition of his own he was 
unfortunate, being defeated endeavouring to cut 
off a convoy to ' Boulogne ; a difgrace he fooa 
repaired, though He never recovered the King's 
favour, in whofe eyes a moment could cancel an 
age of fervices ! 

« 

' The unweildy King growing diftempered anj 
froward, and apprehenfive for the tranquility 
of his Boy-fucceffor, eafily conceived or admit- 

♦ In the Prefute to his HiJIory% 

Vol. I. H ce4 
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ted jealoufies iofufed into him by the Earl o£ 
Hertford and the Proteftant party, though f one 
of the laft a6):s of his fickle life was to found 
a Convent ! Rapin fays, he apprehended if the 
Fopiih party fhould prevail, that his marriage 
with Catherine of Arragon would be declared 
good, and by confequence his Son Edward baf- 

tardized. A moft inaccurate conclufion ! 

It would have ai£e£ted the legitimacy of Eliza* 
beth, whofe Mother was married during the 
fife of Catherine, but the latter was dead before 
the King married Jane Seymour : An odd di^- 
cumflance is recorded, that AnneBoleyn wore 
yellow for mourning for her predeceilbr $• 

It II feems that the family of Howard were 

greatly at variance ; the Duke and his Son had 

been but lately reconciled; the Duchefe was 

frantic with jealoufy, had been parted four years 

from her Hufband, and now turned his accufer; 

as her Daughter the Duchefs of Richmond, who 

• 
t Lord Herbert' i Life of Henry the Eighth. 
X Notes to Tmdal's Rapin. foL 
II Lord Herbert. 

inclined 
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indiaed to the Froteflants, and hated her 
Brother, depofed agaiaft him. The Duke's 
miftrefs too, one Mrs. Holland, took care to 
provide for her own fafety, by telling all She 
knew : That was little, yet equal to the charge, 
and coincided with it. The chief accufation 
againft the Earl was his quartering the arms of 
Edward the Confeflbr : The Duke had forbora 
them, but left a blank quarter. Mrs. Hol- 
land depofed, that the Duke difapproved his 
Son's bearing them, and forbad her to work 
them on the furniture for his houfe. The 
Duchefs of Richmond's teftimony was fo tri- 
fling, that She depofed her Brother's giving a 
coronet +, which to her judgment feemed a 
clofe crown, and a cypher which She took to 
be the King's ; and that he diffuaded her from 
going too far in reading the Scripture. Some 

t This Jbows that at that time there was na 
ejfablijhed rule for coronets* I cannot find when 
thofe of DukeSy Marqwjfes and Earls were fettled : 
Sir Robert Cecil Earl of Salijbury^ when Vifcount 
Cranhorrij was the firji of that degree that bore a 
coronet. Barons received theirs from Charles the 
Second* 

H 2 fworc 
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fwore that he loved to converfe with Foreigners ; 
and as if ridiculous charges, when multiplied, 
would amount to one real crime. Sir Richard 
Southwell affirmed, without fpecifying what, 
that he knew certain things, which touched 
the Earl's fidelity to the King. The brave 
young Lord vehemently affirmed himfelf a true 
man, and offered to fight his accufer in his 
ftiirt ; and with great fpirit and a ready wit, 

defended himfelf againft all the Witneffes 

to little purpofe ! When fuch accufations 
could be alledged, they were fure of being 
thought to be proved. Lord Herbert infinu- 
ates that the Earl would not have been con- 
demned, if he had not been a Commoner ^nd 
tried by a Jury. On what could he ground 
this favourable opinion of the Peers ? What 
twelve Tradefmen could be found more fervile 
than almoft every court of Peers during that 
reign ? Was the Duke of Buckingham, was 
Anne Boleyn condemned by a Jury, or by 
great Lords * ? 

The 

* The Parliaments of that . reign were not lefs 
obfequious than the Peers di/iinSflveiy : ** The Coun^ 

^'tefi 
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The Duke better acquainted with the hu- 
mour of his Mafter, or fonder of life as it grew 
nearer the dregs, figaed a mofl: abjeft confeffion, 
in which however the greateft crime he avowed 

was 

** tefs ofSaVfiury.^'fays StowetnhisAmals^p. 581. 
** was condemned by Parliament^ though bhe was 
•' never arraigned nor tried before, Catherine 
•' Howard was attainted by Parliament andfffered 
** without trial. Cromwell Earl of EJfexy though 
•* aLord of Parliament^ wa4 attainted without being 
** heard,** ^he power granted to the King ofregU" 
lating the SucceJJion by his Will was an unheard-of 
abuje. Ifwepafsfrcmthe Peers to the Houfe of 
Commons^ and from thence to the Convocation, we 
Jballfind that Juries by no means deferved to bejiig' 
matized for peculiar fervility. ihe Commons be- 
fought the King to let his marriage with Anne of 
C'.eves be inquired into. The dffolution of that mar* 
riageforfuch abfurd reafons as his Majefly vouch^ 
fafed to give^ as her being no Virgin, which it 
feems he difcovered by a peculiar fecret of his own, 
without uftng the common method of knowing* j and 
his wbimfical inability, which be pretended to have 
in vain attempted to remove by taking phyjic the 
more to enable him 5 that diffolution, I fay, was an 
inftance of the groffefl complaifance \ as Cranmer*s 
having before pronounced the divorce from An^e 
Boleyn was an effe£fofthe moft wretihed timidity. 

* In the c^fe of bis next Wife it proved boiv bad a 
judge he was of thofe matters j nay, fo humble did he 

H 3 gro^ 
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was having concealed the manner in which hid 

Son bore his coat-armour an ofFence by 

th^ way to which the King himfelf and all the 
Court muft long have been privy. As this is 
intended as a Treatife of Curiojity^ it may not 
be amifs to mention, that the Duke prefented 
another petition to the Lords defiring to have 
feme books from Lambeth, without which He 
had not been able to recompofe himfelf to fleep 
for a dozen years. He defired leave too to buy 
St. Auftin, Jofephus and Sabellicus f ; and 

He begged for fomc fheets — — So hardly 

was treated a Man, who had married a Daugh. 
tcr J of Edward the Fourth, who had enjoyed 

grow on that head, and eovfequetttiy fo uncertain did hit 
conforming Parliament immediately think that drjquji', 
tion, that an c& nvas pajfed to oblige any Woman^ before 
She Jhould efpottfe a King, To declare whether She was 
a Virgin or not, 

f Tl£-artful Duie^ though ajirong Papijly pn- 
tended to ajk for Sabellicus as the moft vehement 
deteSfor of the ufurpations of the Bifhop of Rome. 

Lord Herbert, p. 629. 

X His fir fl Wife was the Lady Anne^ who lefi 
no IJJue. Hisficond was Daughter of the Duke 
§f tuckingbam, 

fach 
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fach digaitics, and what was ftill more, had 
gained fuch viftories for his Matter ! 

The noble Earl periflied ; the Father efcaped 
by the death of the Tyrant. 

We have a fmall volume of elegant and 
tender Sonnets compofed by Surrey ; and with 
them * fome others of that age, particularly of 
Sir Thomas Wyat the elder, a very accomplifti- 
ed gentleman. Father of him who fell in a 
rebellion againft Queen Mary. Francis the 
Firft had given a new air to Litterature, which 
he encouraged by mixing galantry with it, 
and by producing the Ladies at his court along 
with the Learned. Henry, who had at lead as 
much tafte for Women as Letters, and was 
fond of fplendor and feats of arms, contributed 
to give a romantic turn to compofition; and 
Petrarch, the poet of the Fair, was naturally 
a pattern to a court of that complexion. In 

* The Earl was intimate too with Sir Thomas 
More and Erafmus', and built a magnificent Houfe 
called^ Mount-Surrey, on Lennaf:d*s Hill near Nor^ 
wich. See Note to Verfe 152, of Drayton's 
Epiftle from the Earl to Geraldine. 

H 4 imitation 
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imitation: of Laura, our Earl had his Geral* 
dine. Who She was, we are not told direftly ; 
himfelf mentions feveral particulars relating to 
her, but not her name. The author of the 
laft edition of his poems fays, in fome fhort 
notes on his life, that She was the greateft 
beauty of her time, and Maid of Honour to 
Queen Catherine j to which of the three 
Queens of that name He does not fpecify. 
I think I h^ve very nearly difcovered who this 
fair Fcrfon was : Here is the Earl's defcrip- 
tion ; 

** FromTufcane came my Ladies worthy race, 
** Fair Florence was fometyme her * auncient 

feate ; 
*' The weftera Yle whofe pleafant fhore doth 

face 
** Wild Camber's cliiFs, did gcve her lyvely heatc : 
*' Foftered She was with milkeof Iriftie breft: 
♦* Her Sire, an Earl ; her Dame, of Princes 

blood ; 
♦' From tender yeres in Britaine She doth reft 
<« WithKinges childe, where Sfce ufteth coftly 

foode. 

♦ / would readj^ thqir, 

*« HonfdoQ 
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^' HonfdoQ did firft prefent her to myne yien : 
•' Bright is her hcwe, and Geraldine She hight, 
" Hampton me taught to wiftie her firft for mine» 
** And Windfor alas 1 doth chafe me from her 

fight. 
*' Her beauty of kiode, her vertae from above, 
** Happy is He, that can obtain her love." 

I am inclined, to think that her poetical ap* 
pellation was her real name, as every one of 
the circumftances tally. Gerald Fitzgerald 
Earl of Kildare, in the reign of Henry the 
Eighth, married to his fecond Wife, Mar- 
garet, Daughter of Thomas Gray Marquis of 
Porfet ; by whom He had three Daughters, 
Lady Margaret, who was born deaf and dumb, 
(probably not the fair Geraldine) Elizabeth 
third Wife of Edward Clinton Earl of Lincoln, 
and the Lady Cicely. 

Our genealogifts fay, that the Family of 
Fitzgerald derives it's origine from Otho, de- 
fended from the Dukes of Tufcany^ who in the 
reign of King Alfred fettled in England, and 
from thence tranfplanted themfelves into Ireland. 

Thus 

« From 
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" From Tufcane came his Lady's noble race.'* 

Her Sire an Earl, and her being foftered with 
milk 6f Irifh breaft, follow of courfc. Her 
I>aiDe being of Prince's blood is as exaft; 
Thomas Marquifs of Dorfet being Son of 
Qnecn Elizabeth Gray, Daughter of the Duchefs 
of Bedford, of the princely Houfe of Luxem- 
burg. The only queftion is whether the Lady 
Elizabeth Fitzgerald or her Sifter Lady Cicely 
was the fair Geraldine : I fhould think the 
former, as it is evident She was fettled in 
England* 

The circumftance of his firft feeing Her at 
Honfdon, indiderent as it feems, leads to a 
firoDg coofirmation of this conjefturc: Sir 
Hcmy Channcy fays f, that Hunfdon-Honfe in 
Hertfordfhire was built by Henry the Eighth, 
and deflined to the education of his Children. 
The Lady Elizabeth Fitzgerald was fecond 
Coufin to the Princefles Mary and Elizabeth, 
and it was very natural for her to be educated 
with Them, as the Sonnet exprefly fays the 

t In bis Hertfwdfdrey p. 197. 

fair 
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fair Geraldine was. The Earl of Surrey vras in 
like manner brought up with the Duke of Rich- 
mond at Windfor % ; here the two drcumftanccs 
clearly correfpond to the Earl's account of 
his firft feeing his Miftcefs at Hunfdon ||, and 
being deprived of Her by Windfor ; when He 
attended the young Duke to vifit the Princefles, 
He got fight of their Companion ; when He 
Followed him to Windfor, he loft that op- 
portunity. If this affumption wanted any cor- 

% One of the moji beautiful of Lord Surrey*! 
€ompofittons is a very tender elegy written by him 
when a prifoner at PPlndfor^ lamenting the happier 
days he formerly pajfed there. His punijoment 
was for eating flejh in Lent* 

Wood, vol. I. p. 58. 

II Strype has preferved a curious letter^ relating 
to the maintenance of the Lady Elizabeth after the 
death of her Mother : It is written from Hunf 
don by Margaret Lady Bryan^ Governefs to the 
Princefsy and whoy as She fays herfelf, had been 
made a Baronefs on her former preferment to the 
fame poft about the Lady Mary j a creation which 
feems to have efcaped all our Writers on the Peerage. 
The letter mentions the towardly and gentle con- 
ditions of her Grace. Vol i. N^ Lxxi. In 
the fame coUe£iion are Utters of Prince Edward 
from Hunfdon. 

2 roborating 
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roborating incidents^ here is a flrong one ; the 
LcMfd Leonard Gray, Uncle of the Fitzgeralds, 
was Deputy of Ireland for the Duke of Rich- 
mond, and that conneflion alone would eafily 
accopQt for the Earl's acquaintance with a 
young Lady, bred up with the Royal Family* 

The following fhort Genealogy will at once 
explain what I have faid, and fhow that in 
every light my opinion feems well-grounded. 

Q^ Elizabeth Gray. 

I 

I II 

Elizabeth, Th. M. of Dorfet. 

Henry VII. H 

I II II 

Henry VIII. Margaret, Leonard, 

I E. of Kildare. Deputy to the 



t 



D. of Richmd. 



IT B 

Mart. Eliza. Henry Elizabeth, 

X>. of Rich, ^hs fair Geraldine. 



9 

Since 
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Sinde I made the above dlfcoirery, I iiiid that 
Michael Drayton in his Hetokal EpjftleSf 
among which are two between this Earl and 
Geraldine *, gnefles that She was of the 
Family of Fitzgerald, though He has made a 
ftrange confufion of them and the Windfors, 
and does not fpecify any particular perfonagef. 

Bale 

* Antony Wood woijlill nm't mifialaL, far Hi 
thinks She was born at Flortnce : He fays that 
Surrey iravellini to the Emperor s court ^ grew 
acquainted with Cornelius Agrlppa^ famous for 
natural Magic, whojbewed him the image of bis 
Geraldine in a glafs^ fick^ weeping on her M, 
a^'d tffolved alt into devout religion for the ahfence 
of her Lords that from thence He went to Florence, 
her native City^ where He puhVJhed an umverfal 
challenge in honour of her beauty, and was victorious 
in the tournament on that occaficn. The challenge 
and tournament are true ; thejhield prefented to the 
Earl by the Great Duke for that pttrpofe is repre^ 
felted in Vertue' s print of the Arundel Family % and 
was in the pojfejfion of the lafl Earl of Stafford. 

Wood, vol. I, p. ^. 

t Since the above was written^ I was informed 
that in the new edition of the Peerage^ in the Earl 
of Kildare^s pedigree, it is hinted that this Lady 
Elizabeth Fitzgerald was the fair Geraldine, hut 

as 
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J Bale and Tanner afcribe likewife to Lord 
Surrey the following tranflations and poems ; 

* 

** Ecclefiaftes andfome Pfalms. 

^ One book of Virgil : In blank verfe,** 
Wood II fays he tranflated two. 

*' Poems, addrefled to the Duke of Richmond 

^* Satires on the Citizens of London/' in one 
book. 

** Juvenile poems.'* 

And a tranflation of ** Boccace^s confola* 
^* tion to Pinus on his Exile.'* 

In Lambeth-Church was formerly an a^c- 
tionate Epitaph in verfe, written by this Lord 
on ooe Clere, who had been his Retainer, and 

as no authority nor reafons are quoted to prove itf 
ihife conjeSturei hefore^mentioned may fetvo tofup- 
ply their place. Since the firji Edition Ihaoe been 
told that HeiUinJhed confirmi my fuppofiHon^ 

H vol I. p. 57. 

caught 



h 



NOBLE AUTHORS, «f 

caught his death by attending hioi m Ids wars- 
It is preferved in Aubrey's Survey of Surrey *» 
and ought to be printed with the Earl's poems. 

His Daughter Jane Countefe of Wcftmor- 
tand was a great Mifirefs of the Greek and 

Latin languages f . 



EDMUND 
LORD SHEFFIELD, 

OF this Lord little is recorded. He was 
made a Baron by Edward the Sixth, 
and had his brains knocked out by a Catcher 
at an lnfurre£iion in Norfolk, to quell whick 
he attended the Marquis of Northampton* 
Falling into a ditch near Norwich, and xmS* 
ing his helmet to fhow the rebels who he wa% 
he was difpatched. 

♦ vol 5. p. 247. 

f Fox's A£fi and Monuments^ 



Ik 
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. To this litde * Bale has added (whaifc obliges 
us to give him a place in this catalogue) that 
he wrote 

" A book of Sonnets, in the Italian manner." 



EDTFARD SEYMOUR 



DUKE of SOMERSET. 



THE rife, 'the valour, ambition, iveak- 
nefe and fall of this greaf Lord are fo 
"onivcrfally known, that it would be tranfcrib- 
-ing whole pages of bur moft common hiftories, 
to give a detail of his life. His contributing 
to the ruin of the Howkrds hurt him much 
in the eyes of the nation: His feverhy to his 
own Brother, though a vain and worthlefs man, 
iwas ftiU kfs excufable : His injuftice to his own 
ifTue by his firft Wife was monftrous ; and both 
the latter crimes were impofed on him by his 

fecond 
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(tcond Duchefs, a haughty bad woman. I have 
mentioned the complaifaace of the Parliaments 
and of the Nobility under Henry the Eighth : 
Their fervility is flili more ftriking, wfien we 
' fee them crouch under a Proteftor, and fcafnda* 
loufly fuiFer him to deprive his eldell Son of his 
inheritance and titles to humour a domineering 
Wife. Yet having the misfortune to fall by th6 
policy of a Man more artful, more ambitious, 
much lefs vertuous than himfelf, [for with all 
his faults he had many good * qualities] he died 

lamented 

* / chufe to throw into a note a particularity en 
this head that it may be the more remarked. Great 
cUmour was raijed againji him for a merit of the 
moji beautiful nature ; this waSy his fittifig up d 
Court of Requefts within his own houfe, ** to hear 
^^ the petitions and fuits of poor men, aid upon 
**• the compajjion he took of their opprejjions, if he 
*' ended mt their bufinejfes^ he would fend hit 
*< letters to Chancery in their favour,'* Strype, 
voL 2. ^,* 183. In t'mes when almfl every A£i of 
State was an A Si of Tyranny^ how amiable doet 
this illegal jurifdUt ion appear! If Princes y wh^ 
ajfeSl arbitrary power ^ would exert it in this man-*- 
ner^ Defpotijm would become the only elligible fpecies 
of Governmeht^ To the difgrace cf Hfiory^ while 
there are volumes on The Deftroyers of Mankind, 

Vol. I. I not 
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hmented by the people, and even his unjuu 
difpofition of his fortunes and honours was fuf- 
fered to take place, when his Family was re- 
ftored. Atlaft the true line has recovered their 
birthright. 

He had been educated at Oxford, and was 
Chancellor of Cambridge ; and as Antony 
Wood obferves, there i^ no foundation for 
believing Vhat one Parfons has aflerted, that 
he could fcarce write or read. On the con- 
trary, he appears to have been an author : While 
he was Lord Protecflor, there went under his 
ioame 

not left lines are written on the life of Mahomet 
Galaditt Emperor of Moguly who gave audience 
twice a day to his Subje^s^ and who had a bell 
which reached from his own Chamber to thejireet^ 
at which the Poor might ring for jujlice : At the 
found of the beU he always went io^ or fent for the 
Perfon who rung. The Bene^iSime who records 
ihis^ foySy it is not known of what Stif he was. 
*fhe wretched Monk did not perceive that this Empe^ 
r or was above all Se^s\ That H£ was of 
THAT Divine Religion, HUMANITY. 

Vide Gen. Dift. vol, 7. 

*^ Epiftcla 
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' f *' Epiftola exhortatoria miflk ad nobilita- 
*J tern ac plebem univerfumque populum regni 
*^ Scotiae." Printed in 4^. at London, 1548. 
This might poffibly be compofed by fome de- 
pendent : His other works were j^entied during 
his troubles, when he does not appear to have 
had many flatterers. During his firfl imprifon- 
rtient he wrote 

** A fpiritual and mofl precious Pearl, teach- 
** ing all men to love and embrace the Crofs^ 
*' as a mofl fweet and neceflary thing, '£5V.'^ 
London, 1550. 16*^. 

About that time he had great refpeft paid td 
liim by the celebrated Reformers, Calvin and 
Peter Martyr. The former wrote to him art 
epiftle of godly Cbnfolation, compofed before 
the time and knowledge of his difgrace, but 
being delivered to him in the Tower^ his Gr^c 
tranflated it from French into Englifh. It was 
printed in 1550, by Edward Whitchurcb;i and' 
is intituled 

t Anti JVeody vol. i. pi 87. 
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t ** An Epiftle both of godly ConfokticKi, 
«' and alfo of advertifement, written by Joha 
<< Cal^n, t^e paftour and^ pr^cher of Geneva, 
c* to the right noble Prince Edward Duke of 
5f SQmerf<et» . and ip tranflated . out of Ik-en^ 
<« by the fame Duke." 

MartjT wrote an epiftle to him in Latin about 
the fame dme, which pleafed the Duke fo 
much, that at his defire it was trandated into 
Englifti by % Thomas Norton, and printed in 
1550. 8vo. 

§ In Strype is a prayer of the Duke ^* for 
«« God's affiftance in the high office of Protcc- 
** tor and Governor now committed to him/* 

Some of his letters are preferved in the li- 
brary of C. C. C. Camb. 

f Vide Ames^ p. 207, 208. Bale^ p. 109. 
X The /ami who afftfted Sternhold ami Hopkins 
in their verfim of the pfalms. 
§ Vol. 2. app. B. 
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HENRY 

i 

LORD Sr AFFORD, 

SON and heir of Edward, laft Duke of Buck- 
iagham, was reftored in blood and to part 
of his lands, but neither to the title of Duke, 
nor to the dignity of Lord High Conftable, 
Nothing is related of him, but one incident, 
which difcovers that he was proud, without 
feeling pride equal to his birth ; for having lofl 
fuch exalted honours, he ftooped to difpute pre- 
cedence with the Lord Clinton, in the reign of 
Philip and Mary-; ^and loft it *. 

We have of his writing a treatife called 

** The true difference between regal and ec- 
** clcfiaftical power, tranflated from the Latin 
<* of Edward Fox Bifliop of Hereford, and de- 
** dicated to the Proteftor Somerfet.'* Printed 

* Dvgdale in Stafford. 

I 3 *7 



lia ITDBLE AUTHORS. ' 
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by William Copland. la the dedication He 
exceedingly praifes Henry the Eighth for eftab- 
liftuDg tbeT^eforipation; and with the fimpli- 
city of that age tells the Duke, ** that reflefting 
** on the ufurpatlons of the Roman Ckrgy, He 
" bethought him of this book, which was lent 
" him by his friend Mailer Morifon." 

"In the next reign, he returned 16 the old re- 
ligion, and 1 fuppofe to make his peaCe, tranflated 

** Two Epiftfes of Erafmus, wherein,'* iis 
Strype fays *, ** was undertaken to be fhewri 
** the brain-fick headinefs of the Lutherans." 
They were J printed by William Riddel in 16*^ 

In § Lambeth Church wa§ k wretched rhym- 
ing epitaph, written by this Lord on his Sifter 
the Duchefs of Norfolk, Mother of the Earl of 
Surrey, who, it fliould feem, did not inherit from 
his Uncle his poetic talents, 

X Ame^^ p. 286. 

§ Au}?rey*$ Survey of Surry, vol. 5. p. 236, 

FR4NCIS 
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FRANCIS HASTINGS, 

ft 

EARL of HUNTINGDON, 



WA S the fecond Earl of this ilhiflrious 
blood, to which he added new dignity, 
not only by marrying one of the Princefles of the 
line of Clarence, but by his own fervices and 
accomplifliments. At the Coronation of Anne 
Boleyn he was made Knight of the Bath, and of 
the Garter by Edward the Sixth ; from whom he 
obtained licence to retain an hundred Gentlemen 
and Yeomen over and above thofe of his Fa- 
mily *. He was fent the fame year with con- 
fiderable forces to diflodge the French who had 
planted themfelvcs between Boulogne and Ca- 
lais, when in thepolTeffionof the Englifli. He fat 
on the Trial of the Proteftor ; and in the firft 
of Queen Mary being Lord Lieutenant of Lei- 
cefterfhire, raifed forces againft the infurreftion 

* Dugdale^ vol. J, p. 588. 
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of the Duke of Suffolk, and brought him pri- 
foner from Coventry to the Tower. At the 
requeft of Cardinal Pole, his Uacle-in-laMr, He 
tranflated 

** Oforiusde Nobilitate;" and 
«« de Gloria." 

Sir Francis, fifth Son of this Earl, was very 
learned, and author of feveral controverfial trafts. 
— But not coming under the defcription to 

which I have confined xnyfelf, I fliall fay nQ 
more of him f. 



WILLIAM POTFLETT, 
MARQUIS of WINCHESTER, 

ft 

GR A N D S O N of the Lord Treafurer, is 
memorable for nothing but being the au- 
thor of a book ftyled by Antony Wood ♦, 

t Vide Ant. IVood^ vol. I. p. 363. 
* Vol 2, p. S2S. 
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** . Eflays, or fome things called, his idlcncfe,'* 
printed at London in qu^. 1 586, which was twa 
years before his death. The whole- title, as I 
find it in Ames's topographical antiquities f , runs 
thus, 

" The Lord Marquefs fhis] Idlenefs, con- 
•' teining manifold matters of acceptable device ; 
as fage fentences, prudent precepts, moral 
examples, fweet fimilitudes, proper compa- 
•* rifons, and other remembrances of fpecial 
*' choife. No lefle pleafant to perufe, than 
^* profitable to praftife. Compiled by the right 
** honourable William Marquefs of Winchefter, 
** that now is." Ninety four pages in qu**. 
printed by Niniah Newton. 

longdate fays*, that by one MiftrefsLam^ 
bert his Concubine, he left four natural Sons^ 
all Knights, called Sir William, Sir Hercules, 
Sir John, and Sir Heftor, to whom he granted; 
leafes of lands for the term of one hundred 
years, of little lefs than 4000 /, per ann. value j 

+ P. 402. 

* FoL 2./>. 377. 
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and that thofc lands retained the name of ttic 
]bailard'$ laads« 



WILLIAM CECIL, 
LORD BURLEIGH, 

ON E of thofe great names, better known 
in the annals of his country than in thofe 
of the republic of letters. In die latter light 
only it is the bufinefs of this work to record 
bim. 



He wrote 

*' La Complainte de T ame pecherefle, par 
<^ Guillaume Cicil:" In French verfe ; extant 
in the King's library *. 

«' Carmina duo Latina in obitum Margaretas 
** Nevilte, reginas Cathcrince a cubiculis." The 
'famous Sir Thomas Chaloner wrote an epitaph 
on {he fame Lady f . 

* Tannery p. 216. t ^^' 

< «« Car. 
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'^ Carmen Latinum in m^moriam Tho. Chal- 
♦* loneri equ. aur, praefixum cjufdem libro d^ 
^^ reftaur. republ." 

«« A preface to Q^ Cath. Parr's lamentation 
^* of a finner :]:.'' 

Being by the Proteftor Somerfet made Mafter 
of the Requefts, the * firft who bore that title 
in England, he attended his Grace on the ex- 
pedition to Scotland, and furnifhed materials for 
an account of that war, which was publifhed by 
William Patten, under the title of ** Diarium 
** Exped. Scoticae/' Lond, 1541, i2mo. It is on 
this account, I fuppofe, that his Lordfhip is 
reckoned by Hollingftied among the Englifh 
Hiftorians* , 

*' The firft paper or memorial of Sir William 
** Cecil, fefr. anno primo Eliz.'' from a manu-r 
Script in the Cotton library j printed among So- 
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mers^s trafts §. It is only a paper of nwaio'/an- 
dums. 

«« Slanders and lies, malicioufly, grofly and 
5* Impudently vomited out in certain tralterous 
** books and pamphlets, concerning two Coun*' 
*' fellors, Sir Nicholas Bacon Lord Keeper of 
■•* the great Seal, and Sir William Cecil, prin- 
*' cipal Secretary of State to her Majefty *,*' 

" A Speech in Parliament, 1592 f." 

*« InftruSions for the Speaker's fpeech ; drawn 
*• up in feveral articles by the Lord Treafurcr 
*« Burleigh J." 

** Lord Burleigh's precepts, or direftions for 
** the well-ordering and carriage of a man's 
lifc.^ i637t- 

§ Vol I. p. 158. 

* Bi4^r.p. 1 26 1. 

t Strype's memorials y vol. 4, p. 107. 

t U. p. 124. 

t HarUian CataU vol 2. p. 755.' 
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,, J^ Jfcditations oa the death of his J-acJy l^** 

I. 
** A Meditation of the ftate of England dur- 

** ing- the reign of^Queeii Elizabeth, by the 

** J-prd.Trealiirer of England, the Lord Blur* 

*^ leigh§." 



He wrote anfwers to many libels againft the 
Queen and Government, the titles of many of 
which are now loft ; fome are faid to be extant 
in print, more in manufcript *. He was fup- 
pofed too to be author of a thin pamphlet in 
defence of the punifliments inflidled on th& 
}lQman Catholics in the reign of Queen Eliza* 
beth J it is called 



*4 



The execution of juftice in England for 
maintenance of public and chriftian peace, 
*< againft certain ftirrers of feditions and adhc- 
'^ rents to the traytors and enemies of the realm, 
" without any perfecution of them forqueftious 

X Ballard* s Memoir Sf p. iS^ 
§ Biogr. p. 1257. 
* lb. I26r, 



£C 
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** of religion^ as is falfly reported, fefc." Lotfd, 
1583. fecond edit*. 

Other political pieces were afcribed to him, 
and even the celebrated libel called, " Leicefter's 
" Common-wealth :" It was pretended that He 
at leaft furnifhed the hints for that compofipion 
to Parfons the Jefuit. This aflertion was never 
proved : It ought to be, before it deferves any 
credit. Leicefter was a bad Man ; but would 
that juftify Cecil in employing one of his Mif- 
trefs's bittereft enemies to write againft one of 
her MiniHers ? 

Great numbers of his Letters are prefervedj 
ti lift of which may be feen in Biftiop Tanner. 
Thirty-three more are printed in Peck's Defide- 
rata Curiofa. 

Three others in Howard's Colleftions t» 

His Lcttfliip alfo drew up a great number of 
pedigrees, fome of which are preferved in the 

♦ Jnt. Wooi^ voL r. p. 271. 
^ t P* 20:^,. 314. 

^ library 
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*ibrary of the Archbiftiopof Canterbury at Lam- 
beth, particularly the genealogies of the Kiogai 
of England from William the Conqueror to Ed- 
ward the Fourth ; of Queen Anne Boleyn ; and 
of feveral princely Houfes in Germany. M S, 
Libr. Lambeth. No. 299.^ No. 747. 



ROBERT DEFEREUX, 
EARL of ESSE X. 

TO enter into all the particulars of this re* 
markable perfon's life, would be writing 
a hiftory of the fixteen or eighteen lad years of 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth : Yet I fhall touch 
many paffages of his ftory, and enter into a larger 
difcuffion of fome circumftances relating to him, 
than may be agreeable to perfons who are not 
curious about fuch minute fafts as do not com- 
pofe the hiftory of illuftrious men, tl^gh they 
in a great meafure compofe their charafter. It 
is eflential to the plan of this work to examine 
many particulars of this Lord's flqry, bccaufe it 
was not choice or private amufement, but the 

• caft' 
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caft of his public life that converted him into an 
author. Having confulted a great variety of wri* 
ters who defcribe or mention him, I may perhaps 
be able to unfold fome of the darker parts of 
his hiftory: At leaft, fome anecdotes, though 
of a trifling fort, will appear in a ftronger light 
than I think they have hitherto done. Thefe 
iheets are calculated for the clofets of the idle 
and inquifitive: They do not look up to the 
(helves of what Voltaire fo happily calls, «' La 
*' Bibliotheque du monde/' 

'* The elegant perfpicuity *," the concife- 
nefs, the quick ftrong reafonings, and the en* 
gaging good breeding of his Letters, carry great 

marks of genius. ^Yet his youth gave no 

promife of parts ; his Father died with a mean 
opinion of him. The malicious fubtleties of an 
able court were an over-match for his impetuous 
fpirit : Yet he was far from wanting art ; but 
was fo confident of the Queen's partiality, that 
he did i^t bend to her as his enemies did, who 
had not the fame hold on her tender paffions : 
He trufted to being always able to mafter her 

* Biographia Brttannka^ 

by 



fey abfenting himfelf : His enemies embraced 
thofe moments to hiiil him. I dm aware that 
it is become a mode to treat the Queen's paffion 
for him as a romance. Voltaire laughs at it, and 
obfervcs, that when her ftruggle about him 
muft have been the greateft [the time of his 

death] She was fixty-eight had He beea 

fixty-eight, it is probable She would not have 
been in love with him. As a great deal turns 
upon this point, and as there are the ftrongeft 
prefumptions of the reality of her Majefty's in- 
clination for him, I fhall take leave to enter into 
the difcuiEoni. 

I do liot date this paffion froni her firft fight 
of him, nor impute his immediate rife to it, si§ 
fome have done, who did not obferve hoW 
nearly he was related to the Queen, as appeata 
by the following Ihort table ; 



Vol. J. IE TIiota*f 
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Thomas Boleyn Earl of Wilt fliire. 

II 

y 



Anne, Mary, 

Henry VIII. Wm. Ld. Hunfdos. 

II U 

Q^ElizabeTh. Katherine, 

Sir Fraacis KnoUes. 

Juce. 

Walter Earl of EfTex. 
Robert Earl of Lcicefter. 

Robert Earl of Effex. 

His Mot&er being coufin to the Queen, and 
wife of her great favorite, Leicefter, eafily ac- 
counted for young Effex's fudden promotion : 
It went on rapidly yrithout thofe fupports. At 
twenty he was made Mailer of the Horfe ; the 
next year General of the Horfe at the camp at 
Tilbury, and Knight of the Garter. On thefe 
dignities were afterwards heaped the great pofls 
ofMafterof the Ordnance, Earl Marfhal, Chan- 
cellor of Cambridge, afiid Lord Lieutenant of 

Ireland Lofty diftinftions from a Prin- 

cefs fo fparing of her Favours of what 

. She- 
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iShe was ftill more fparing, he obtained to the 
value of 306,000 /. t- In one of her letters 
She reproached him with her great favours 
beftowed without his defert : In every inftance . 
but in his and Leicefter's, She was not wont to 
over- pay fervices J. 

His early marriage with the Widow of Sir 
Philip Sidney did not look as if he himfelf had 
any idea of her Majefty's inclination for him : 
Perhaps he had learned from the example of 
his Father-in-law, that her Majefty's paffions 
never extended to matrimony. Yet before this 
he had infulted Sir Charles Blount, on a § jea- 

t So Lord Treafurer Budhurjl computed. Vide 
Sir Henry IVotton's parallel, p. 175. 

J Biogr^ Brit, p^ i66r, in the notes, 

5 Sir Charles Blount^ afterwards Earl of De^ 
vonjhire^ a very comely young man, having dijlin-^ 
guijhed himfelf at a iilt^ her Majejly fent him a 
Chefs-queen of gold enamelled^ which he tied upon 
his arm with a crimfon ribband, Effex perceiving 
it^ faid with affe£ied fcorn^ '' Now I perceive every 
** Fool mufl have a Favour .^* On this Sir Charles 
challenged^ fought hi fn in Maryho fie park ^ difarmed 
and wounded him in the thigh. 

Bacon papers, vol. 2. p. 191. 

K z loufy 
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loufy of the Queen's partiality. Inftcad of 
fentimental foftnefs, the fpirit of her Father 
broke out on that occafion ; She fwore a round 
oath, " That unlefs fome one or other took him 
** down, there would be no ruling him." 

Lord Clarendon, in his fenfible anfwer to 
Sir Harry Wotton's parallel of the Earl of E/Iex 
and the Duke of Buckingham, obferves, that 
the former endeavoured rather to mafler the 
Queen's afFeftion than to win it : If he was 
croffed in a fuit, he abfented himfelf from court, 
and made her purchafe his return. A fond 
woman may be moulded thus ; it is not the 
method praftifed on Princes by meer favorites. 
When Charles the Firft on fome jealoufy re- 
ftrained the Earl of Holland to his houfe, the 
Queen would not cohabit with the King till the 
reftraint was taken off. Whenever Effex afted 
a fit of ficknefs, not a day pafTed without the 
Queen's fending often, to fee him; and once 
went fo far as to fit long by him, and order his 
broths and things f. It is recorded by a diligent * 

-J- lb. vol. I. ^.312. 

* Rowland tVhite^ in the Sidney papers, 

obfenrer 
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obferver of that court, that in one of his fick 
moods he took the liberty of going up to the 
Queen in his night-gown. In the height of 
thefe fretful fooleries, there was a f Mafk at 
Black-Friars on the marriage of Lord Herbert 
and Mrs. Ruflel. Eight Lady-mafkers chofe 
eight more to dance the meafures, Mrs. Fit- 
ton, who led them, went to the Queen and 
woed her to dance. Her Majefty afked what 

She was? Affection flie faid. 

Affection !— -faid the Queen; — Affection 

IS FALSE. ^Were not thefe the murmurs 

of a heart ill at eafe ? Yet her Majefty rofe 

and dawnced, She was then fixty-eight : 

Sure it was as natural for her to be in 

love J 

That her court and cotemporaries had an 
uniform opinion of her paffion is evident from 
many paflages. Sir Francis Bacon, in a J letter 
of moft fenfible advice to the Earl, in which 
he difluades him from popular courfes, which 

+ Ih. voL 2. p. 203. 

X Bacon-papers^ vol, 2. p. 159. 

K 3 tho 
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the Qneen could not brook in her greateil 
favorites, fays to him, *' win the Queen ; I 
^* wall not now fpeak of favour or afFeftion, 
*' but of other correfpondence and agreeablc- 

** nefs." That is, do not be content with 

her prepofleffion in your favour, but humour 
and make yourfelf agreeable to her. *' How 
«' dangerous," adds he, '* to have her think you 
** a man not to be ruled, that has her afFeftion 
** and knows it ; that feeks a popular reputa- 
** tion and a military dependence." He ad- 
vifes the Earl not to play or ftratagem with to6 
long journeys from her; and bids him con- 
fult her tafte in his very apparel and geftures. 
He concludes remarkably with advifing the 
Earl even to give way to any other inclina- 
tion She may have, ** for whofoever fliall tell 
'« me that you may not have fingular ufe of a 
«* favorite at your devotion, I will fay he un- 
** derftandeth not the Queen's afFeftion, nor 
♦* your Lordfhip's condition." The Queen 
herfelf Sir Francis advifed, as knowing her incli- 
nation, to keep the Earl about her for Society *. 

Ofborae 
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Olborne t afcribes Eflex's prefumption to the 
fond opinioa which he entertained that the 
Queen would not rob her eyes of the dear de- 
light She took in his perfon. But the moft 
marked expreflSon is one of Henry the Fourth 
of France to the Queen's own EmbafTador Sir 
Antony Mildmay, " Que fa Majefte nelaifleroit 
** jamais fon Coufin d'Efiex Tefloigner de fon 
" cotillon X" Sir Antony reporting this to the 
Queen, She wrote four lines with her own hand 
to the King, which one may well believe were 
fliarp enough, for he was near ftriking Sir An- 
tony, and drove him out of his chamber. 

When the Earl had offended the Queen fo 
much by his abrupt return from Ireland, he was 
treated with a whimfical fond mixture of tender- 
nefs and feverity. Though he burft into her 
bedchamber as She was rifing, She talked to 
him long with coolnefs and kindnefs: When 
her other counfellors had reprefented his bold- 
nefs. She refeoted it too. She fufpended him 

f OJborne^s dedu^icfiy p, 6qS. 
X Bacon-papers y p. 305. 

K 4 from 
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from all his offices but the Mafterftiip of the 
llorfe ; She gave him a Keeper, but who was 
fbon wth-drawn. On hearing Effex was ill. 
She fent him word with tears in her eyes, 
** That if She might with her honour. She 

** would vifithimf." Thefe are more than 

fymptoms of favour ; rpyal favour is not roman- 
tic ; it is extravagant, not galant* 

If thefe inflances are problematic, are the 
following fo ? In one of th^ curious letters of 
Rowland White, he fays, " the Queen hath 
oflateufed the fair Mrs. Bridges with words 
and blows of anger J." In a fubfequent letter 
he fays, " the Earl is again fallen in love with 
«* his /air e/i B. it cannot chufe but come to the 
♦* Queen's ears, and then he is undone. The 
** Countefs hears of it, or rather fufpefts it, 
** and is greatly unquiet ||." I think there can 
be no doubt but that the faireji B. and the 
fair Mrs. Bridges were the fame : If fo, it is 

t Sidney-^p^tpersj vol 2. p. 151, 
X ib. vol. 2. p. 38. 

^Yiden? 
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evident why She felt the weight of her Majefty's 
difpleafure. 

It is indeed a very trifling matter for what 
reafon a Prince chufes a Favorite ; nor is it 
meant as any reproach to this great Woman, 
that She could not diveft herfelf of all fenfihility : 
Her feelings and majiering her paflion adds to 
her charafter. The favorites of other Princes 
never fail to infufe into them their own preju- 
dices againft their enemies : That was not the 
cafe with Elizabeth : She was more jealous of 
the gre^tnefs She bellowed, than her fubjefts 
could be. How did She mortify Leicefter, 
when the States heaped unufual honours on 
him ! For Effex, it is evident from multiplied 
inftances that his very follicitation was preju- 
dicial. Bacon f fays to his brother Antony, 
*' againft me She is never peremptory but to 
*' my Lord of Effex." Amongft the papers of 
the Bacons is a moft extraordinary * letter from 
LorcJ Treafurer Burleigh to Lord Eflex, re- 

+ Bacon-papers^ voU l* p. 196. 
* ib. p, 146, 

^ counting 
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OxratiDg unmcafured abufe that he had received 
from the Queen, on her fufpeftiag Burleigh 

of favouriog the Earl. So quick was her 

iiatnre to appieheod union where She loved to 
fifirnite, and with fuch refinement did old 
CecU colour his inveteracy t* Her Majefty 
^ras wont to accufe the Earl oi oplniaftreie^ and 
that be w:uld net be ruled ^ hut She would bridle 
mmi /lay hlmX. On another ^occafion She faid, 
•^ She obferved fuch as followed Her ; and thofe 
.^ which accompanied fuch as were in her dif- 
*• pleafure, and that they fhould know as much 
*• before it were long *'\ No wonder the Earl 
complained " that he was as much diilafted with 
**• the glorious greatnefs of a favorite, as he 
•• was before with the fuppofed happinefs of a 

\ It may he worth %vhile to direH the reader to 
epnrthcr curt us letter^ in which that wife Man 
j&rgtk* himfelf mojl indecently y fpeaking of Henry 
the F un h to his Embajffador in mojl illiberal terms ^ 
en I with t'je greatejl contempt for the per f on of the 
£.mty'ffador himfelf ib. p. 328, 

X i^^/>. 5. 

• i^. p. 389. 
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•* courtier*." No wonder his mind was fo 
toft with contradiftory pafEons, when her foul, 
on whom he depended, was a compofition of 
tendernefs and haughtinefs !— — nay, wheui 
even oeconomy combated her afFeftion ! He 
profefles, " that her fond parting with him, 
*' when he fet out for Ireland, pierced his very 

*' foul f." In a few weeks She quarrelled 

with him for demanding a poor fupply of one 
thoufand foot and three hundred horfe j:. 

Having pretty clearly afcertained the ex- 
iflence of the fentiment, it feems that the Earl's 
juin was in great meafure owing to the little 
homage he paid to a Sovereign, jealous of his 
perfon and of her own, and not accuftomed to 
pardon the want of a proper degree of awe and 
adoration ! Before his voyage to Ireland, £he 

* ib. p, 116. 

t th, p,42S. 

J Camden and Bacon* She even mortified him 
fo bitterly^ as to oblige him to difpojfefs his dear 
friend the Earl of Southampton of the General/hip 
of Horfe^ which the Earl had conferred on him. 

page 423. 

had 
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had treated him as She did the fair Mrs. 

Bridges rn (hort, had givea him a box on 

the car for turning his back on her in contempt. 
What mnft She have felt on hearing he had faid 
*« That She grew old and cankered, and that 
•* ber mind was become as crooked as her car- 
•* cafe !*' What provocation to a woman fo dif- 
pofedto beKeve all the flattery of her court ! How 
did She torture * Melville to make him prefer 
her beauty to his charming Queen's ? Eliza- 
beth's foible about her perfon was fo well known, 
that when She was fixty-feven, Veriken the 
Dutch EmbafTador told her at his audience, 
*• That he had longed to undertake that voyage 
•• to fee her Majefty, who fi>r heauty and wif- 
" dom excelled all other princes of the world f." 
The next year Lord Eflex's Sifler, Lady Rich, 
interceding for him, tells her Majefly, *« Early 
did I hope this morning to have had mine 

eyes bleffed with your Majefty's beauty. 

** That her Brother's life, his love, his fervice 
•• to her hcauiici did not defcrve fo bard a punifh- 

* ''r^^' bis Memoirs, 

f Sidney-papers, vo\ 2. p. 171. 

«* ment. 






NOBLE AUTHORS. 141 

^* ment. Tliat he would be difablcd firom 

*' ever ferving again his facred Goddefs ! whole 
** excellent beauties and perfeSions ought tofsel 
** more compaffion J." Whenever the weather 
would permit, She gave audience in the garden . 
her lines were ftrong, and in open day- light the 
(hades had lefs force. Vertne the engraver had 
a pocket-book of Ifaac* Oliver, in which the 
latter had made a memorandum that the Qpeen 
would not let him give any (hade to her features, 
telling him, *' That (hade was an accident, and 
" not naturally exifting in a face/' Her por- 
traits are generally without any fhadow. I hzve, 
m my pofleffion another ftrongly prefumparc 
proof of this weaknefs : It is a fragment of 
one of her lafl: broad pieces, reprefenting her 
horridly old and deformed : An entire coin with 
this image is not known : It is univerfally * 
fuppofed that the die was broken by her com- 
mand, and that fome workman of the mint 
cutout this morfel, which contains barely the 

\ Bacon-papers y p. 442, 443. 
* ^his piece was purchajeufrom th Cabinet of 
the late Earl of 0>iford. 

face. 
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face. As it has never been engraved, fo fingtf- 
lar a cnrioHty maj have it's merit, in a vrorfe 
which has no other kind of merit. 




On whateva^er favour was founded, it was 
by no means placed undefervedly : The Earl's 
courage was impetuous and heroic : To this 
Was added, great talents for the ftate, great af- 
feftion for litterature and proteftion of learned 
men, and the greatell zeal for the fervice and 
fafety of his Miflrefs. At nineteen He diftin- 
guillied himfelf at the battle of Zutphen, where 
tir Philip Sidney fell. At twenty-two he uc-' 
dertookas a volunteer to promote the reftoratioo 
of Don Antonio to the throne of Portugal, 
ufurped by the Qiieen's black enemy, Philjp ; 
and challenged the Governor of Corunna by 
found of trumpet, or any of equal quality to 
lingle 
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flngle combat* He treated * Villars, the Gmrer-' 
nor of Rouen,, ia the fame ftyle. la the ex- 
pedition to Cadiz he threw his hat Into the lea 
for joy, that the Lord Admiral confented to at- 
tack the Spanifli fleet. Few royal favourites are 
fo prodigal of life ! His indignation agaiaft 
Philip rofe to the dignity of a perfonal averCtsi : 
In his letters he nfcd to fay, ** I will teach that 
" proud^Kihg td'know.'* As much reafon as 
She had to- trtite Philip, tlii Queen could not 
endure the Earl's affuming fuch arrpgaiacc 
againft a crowned head. So formidable anf 
enemy he was, that when the greatefl: offers 
could not bribe him from his duty, the court of 
Spain attempted to have him poifoned ; — luckily 
they addreffed their poifon to the arms of has 

♦ In his letter to Fillers the Earl /aid, ^^ ft vvn^ 
*' voulez comhattre v:us meme a chevai ou a pisd^ 
•* jemainttindrai que la quereiU du Roi (Henri iv.) 
♦* f/i plusjufte que celt de la Ugue \ que J£ fuis 
♦* meilleur que vous j ^ que ma MaitrefTe eji plus 
" belle que la votre^ Sec." 

ElTais hiftor. fur Paris, par Saintfoix, vol. 2 p. S 2* 
t Bacon-pnpfrs^ voL 2. />. 307. 

great 
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great chair, which no more than the pummel * 
of a faddle are a mortal part. And as he fup- 
ported the enemies of the Spaniard, he endea- 
voured to difpoflefs the Pope of the Duchy of 
Ferrara, fending the famous f Sir Antony Shir* 
ley thither, to promote the interefts of a Baflard 
of the Houfe of Efte. There was as much po- 
licy and aftivity of enterprize in this, as in his 
Holinefs fending a J plume of Phaenix-feathers to 
Tir Oen. While the one ifland flourifhed with 
Cecils, Walfmghams, Bacons, the other was 
fo buried in barbarifm, that Rome ventured ta 
reward it's martyrs with thefpoils of an imaginary 
fowl! The Earl's intelligences, his fpies, his 
penlioners in foreign courts were as numerous 
as the boafted informations of Walfingham §. 

His munificence was unbounded. What fums 

did the || perjured Houfe of Bacon obtain or 

^ TPalpole, a y^fuhy was handed for attemptirtg 
to po'if.n the ^tieen*s faddle. Camden, p€ 561. 

t TVood^s Athen, vol, 1. p. ^^i. 

X Bacon-papers. 

§ U, vol. 2. p, 429, fcftf. 

II /^. vol. 2. p. 3715 and Sir Henry WottonU 
parallel. 
> 
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extort from him ! He buried Spcnfer j and which 
was more remarkable, was heir lo Sir Roger 
Williams *, a brave Soldier, whom he brought 
to a religious and penitent death. But what 
deferved moft, and muft have drawn the Queen's 
afTeflion to him, was his extreme attention to 
the fecurity of her perfon : Each year he f pro- 
moted fome Afts of Parliament for the defence 
of it; and alone perfifted in unravelling the 

* He bad been one of the Jlanding Council of 
Nine^ appointed to provide for defence of the Realm 
againjl the Spanijh Armada, Biograph. vol. 4, 
p. 2287. He wrote a valuable hijlory of the wars 
in the Low -Countries in which be had ferved with 
great reputation^ and xihere he was one of the in- 
troducers of a new military dfcipline. Camd, 
Epift. p. 350. A Spanijh Captain having challenge 
edthe Generaly Sir John Nor r is. Sir Roger fought 
him I afterwards ajjciu ted the Prince of Parma*s 
comp near Vinh^ and penetrated to his very tent i and 
made a brave defence pfSluys. Fuller in Monmouth, 
p. 52. James the Fir ft lamented his death fo muchy 
that he wijhedratber t) have loft five thoufand of his 
ewnfubjeSfs; and intended to write his epitaph. 
Bacon-papers, vol. 1, pages 296. 355. 

t I-or^ Clarendon in anfwer to Sir Henry IVot" 
ton^ />. 188. 

Vol. I. L jnyf- 
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myfterious trealbnsof herphyfician Lopez, who 

was fcreeaedandproteftedbytbe Cecils not 

merely by the Son, whofe bafe nature was capable 

of any ingratitude. It is melancholy that 

faftion could make even Burleigh carelefs of the 
.fefety of his Queen, when deteftion of the 
treafon would reflect honour on the profecutor r 
Yet this zealous EfTex did She fuiFer her council 
to keep kneeling for eleven hours at his exami- 
nation ; for this Man's liberty did She accept 
prefents from his Mother and Sifter, yet 'withr 
out vouchfafing to fee them, or grant their 

fuLt, ^Indeed She did permit him to celebrate 

St. George's day alone * : One fhould like to 
know how he played at this ceremony by him- 
felf. In (hort, this gallant^ though ra(h Man, 
She delivered over to the executioner, becaufe 
his bittereft enemies had told her he had declared,. 

That his life was inconfiftent with her fafety. • 

A tale fo ridiculous that it is amazing how moft 

of our hiftorians can give credit to it ! How 

^as he dangerous, or could he be I — His 
wild attempt on the city had demonftrated his^ 

* Vidt Sidney and Bacon papers » 
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impotence. So far from this declaration, on 
receiving fentence he befought the Lords, " not 
*' to tell the Queeti that he neglefted or flighted 
*' her mercy." He died with devotion, yet un- 
daunted. Marflial Biron derided his death, 
and died himfelf like a frantic coward, Raleigh 
imitated his death more worthily than he be- 
held It ! ♦ 

The Queen at firft carried her refentment fo 
far, as to have a fermon preached at St. PauPs 
crofs to blacken his memory f. Befides the 
tidicule thrown on her perfon, many pafTages 

- * Sir IValter Raleigh was known to hear per'" 
final enmity to the Early and endeavoured to excufi 
kis appearing at the execution^ by pretending it was 
to clear himfelf if the Earl jhould tax him with any 
indirect dealings • One if their firji quarreh was 
the EarPs braving Sir tValter at a tilt, and ap* 
penring there in defiance of him with two thoujand 
^raffgeiawney feathers \ an affront mt very intclli^ 
gible at prefent. Vide Ld. Clarendon's difparity, 
p. 19D. However^ it is certain that Sir If^alttr 
bore great malice to the Early and fell fich on the 
apprehenfion of his being reftored to the ^een's 
favour. Bacon-papers, vol. 2. p. 438; and Sid* 
ney- papers, vol. 2. p. 139. 

f Clarendon^ difparity y ^.192. 

L 2 in 
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in his behaviour had fhocked her haughtinefe 
and combated her afFeftion. His pretendiag to 
be Head of the Puritans, and to diflike Mon- 
archy, in order to flatter the Dutch ; bis fpeak- 
ing of the King of Spain in terms too familiar ; 
his prefuming to create Knights in fome of his 
Spanifh expeditions j his blaming the Queen's 
parfimony in the affairs of Ireland, which She 
had once near loft for the trifling * fum of two 
thoufand pounds ; his treating with f Tir Oen 

to 
* Sidney-papers. 
' f The Earl's treaty with Tir Oen is a great 
hlemijh on bis memory. Though the Irijh General 
had an army of five thoufand foal and five hundred 
horfe^ and E£ex but two thoufand five hundred foot 
arid three hundred horfe^ yet Tir Oen had difcovered 
evident marks of dreading ths Englijh \ arid as the 
Earl had received fuch unufual powers in his com' 
mifftony it behoved him to do a little more than patch 
up a treaty with the IriJh. There even appeared 4n 
his trial fome fymptoms of toi ambitious defigns in 
his unicn with Tir Oen, Sir Chriftopher Blounty 
Father in- law of Ejfex^ confeffed that there bad 
been fome mention ef tranfporting part of the IriJh 
army into England^ that they meditated no hurt to 
the ^ueen^ yet rather than mifcarry^ they would 
have drawn blood even from berjelf: Bacon-papfers, 
vol. 2. p. 493* Ifear^ nofra&ica of his enemies 

could 
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to abridge his own flay in that ifland ; his, 
threaming that he would make the earth tremble 
under him ; his boafling of one hundred and 
twenty Lords devoted to him; his popularity; 
his importunity for hi^ friends ; and his paying 
court to her Succeflbr, probably exaggerated to 
Her by Sir Robert Cecil, who was ten times more 
guilty in that refpeft, all this had alienated her 
tendernefs and imprinted an afperity, which it 
fe«ns even his death could not foften. 

On a review of his charafter, it appears, that 
if the Queen's partiality had not inflated him,' 
he would have made one of the braveft Gene- 
rals, one of the moft aftive Statefmen, and the 
brighteft ♦ Maecenas of that accomplifhed age. 

L 3 With 

could juftify EJfex infucb views ! If it is true that 
Sir Robert Cecily to draw him into an unwarrant^ 
able and hojiy journey to England^ Jiopped all vef- 
fils but mej which was to fpread afalfe report of 
the §lueer^s death^ Cecifs art was equal to his 
iniquity. The paltry account he gives of Effex*s in- 
furre^ion in a letter to Sir G* CareWj is by no 
means of a piece with fuch capacity, ib. p. 468. 

♦ As 4fn infiance of his affeSiionfr learnings 
be gave to the Univerfity of Oxford his Jhare of 

the 
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With the zeal, though without the dilcretion pf 
Burleigh, he had nothing of the dark foul of 
LciceAer. Raleigh excelled him in abilities, but 
came not near him in generoiity. It was no 
fmall merit to have infifted on giving Bacon to 
that orby from which one of Bacon's firfl em- 
ployments was to contribute toexpellhis bene- 
faftor. The Earl had a folemn tinfture of re- 
ligion, of which his enemies availed themfelves 
to work him to the greateft blemifli of his life» 
the difcovery of the abettors of his laft ra(h de- 
fign. He had fcarce a fault beiides which did 
not flow from the noblenefs of his nature. Sir 
Harry Wotton fays he was delicate in his baths ; 
it was a flight luxury, and proceeded fo little 
from any eSbninacy in his perfon, that he read 
letters and attended to fuitors the whole time he 
was drefEng. Brutality of manners is not eflen- 
tially neceflary to courage : Leonatus, one of 
Alexander's generals, no unmanly fchool, in 
all the marches of the army was followed by 
camels loaded with fand, which he got from 

the library of the celebrated Bijhop Oforius^ which 
I'if Lot djhip got at the plunder of Faro. 

Bacon papers, vol. 2. p. 58. 

Egyp^ 
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Egypt, to rub his body for his gymnaftic exer- 
cifes. EfTex was gallant, romantic and often- 
tatious ; his fhoodng-matches in the eye of the 
city gained him great popularity ; the Ladies and 
the people never ceafed to adore him- His ge - 
nius for fhows and thofe pleafures that carry an 
image of war, was as remarkable as his fpirit 
in the profeffion itfelf. His f imprefles and 
inventions of entertainment were much admired. 
One of his ma(ks is defcribed by a J cotempo- 
rary ; I fhall give a little extraft of it, to pre- 
fent an idea of the amufements of that age, and 
as it coincides with what I have already remark* 
ed of the Queen's pafEon. 

My Lord of Eflex's devife, fays Rowland 
White, is much commended in thefe late tri- 
umphs. Some pretty while before He came in 
himfelf to the tilt, he fent his Page with fome 
fpeech to the Queen, who returned with her 

t Sir H^ IVotton^ p. 1 74. His device was a 
diamond with this mottOy dum for mas minuis. 

Camden's remains. 

X Rowland JVhitey in ibe Sidney^papers^ vol.i. 

L 4 Ma- 
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Majefty's glove. And when he came himfelf, 
he was met by an old Hermit, a Secretary of 
State, a brave Soldier, and an Efquirc, The firft 
prefented him with a book of meditations; 
the fecond with political difcourfes j the third 
with orations of brave fought battles ; the fourth 
was but his own follower, to whom the other 
three imparted much of their purpofe before the 
Earl's entry. In fliort, each of them endea- 
voured to win him over to their profeflion, and 
to perfuade him tb leave his vain following of 
love, and to betake him to heavenly meditation. 
But the Efquire anfwered them all, and told 
them plainly, ** That this Knight would never 
" forfake his Miftrefs*s love, whofe virtue made 
" all his thoughts divine, whofe wifdom taught 
*' him all true policy, whofe f hsauty and worth 
*^ were at all times able to make him fit to com- 
" mand armies.'* He pointed out all the de- 
fers of their feveral purfuits, and therefore 
thought his own courfe of life to be beft in ferv- 
ing his Miflrefs, -—-The Queen faid, " that if 

t The ^een was ihtn fixt^nihrM* - 

" She 
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** She had thought there would have been fo 
**much faid of her^ She would not have been 
*« there that night.*' The part of the Efquire 
was played by Sir Toby Matthews, who lived 
to be an admired wit in the court of Charles the 
Firft, and wrote an alFefted panegyric on that 
aflfeAed beauty the Countefs of Carliile, 

The works of this Lord were 

** A Memorial drawn up on the apprehenfiot 
•* of an Invafion from Spain*. 

'* A narrative of the expedition to Cadiz. 

" To Mr. Antony Bacon, an apology of the 
** Earl of Eflex, againft thofe which falfcly an(J 
*' malicioufly take him to be the only hindrance 
** of the peace and quiet of his country/' Re- 
printed in 1729, under the title of, ** The EarJ 
" of Effex's vindication of the war with Spain.** 
Both thefe pieces were juiftifications of himfelf 

f Bacon-pafers^ voh J*p* 292. 
• V from 
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from the afperljons of his enemies. A * very good 
judge commends both pieces much, and fays of 
the latter particularly, *' that the Earl refolved 
^ to deli\'er his own arguments with all the ad- 
** vantages that his own pathetic eloquence 
«< could give them, and wluch ftill remains a 
'* memorial of his great virtues and admirable 
•* abaities.^ 

" Advice to the Earl of Rutland for his 
•* travels;" publiftiedat Ixmdon in 1633, 8vo. 
in a book intituled, ** Profitable inftrudlions, 
*' defcribing what fpecial obfervations are to be 
** taken by travellers in all nations f," 

<* Verfes in his trouble," likcwife '* Medita- 
** tions/' both preferved in the King's library. 

" A letter of great energy, with a fonnet to 
^* the Queen J." 

* Biograph, Brit, pages 1665. 1669. 

t Bacon-papers., voL 2. ^.487. 

% Printed in the BiographiHf p. 1670. 

" Ano- 
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*^ Another fonnet," fung before the Queca 
by one Hales, in whofe voice She took fome 
pleafure. It was occafioned by a difcovery that 
Sir FulkeGreville, his feeming friend, had pro- 
jefted to plant the Lord Southampton in the 
Queen's favour in EfTex's rgom, during one of 
his cclipfes. ** This fonnet methinks," fays 
Sir Harry Wotton f > " ^^^ ^s much of the 
'' Hermit as of the Poet :" It concluded thus, 

Jnd if T})QuJboudJi by Her be nowforfaken^ ' 
She made thy Heart too Jirong for to bejhaken. 

The fame author mentions another of the Earl's 
compofitions, but unfortunately does not give 
any account what it was ; he calls it * 

** His darling piece of Love and Self-love/* 

** A pretious and moft divine letter, from 
" that famous and ever to be renowned Earl of 

t P. 165. ♦ B. 174. 

« Eflex 
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** Eflex [Father to the now Lord General his 
** excellencej to the Earl of Soathampton, in 
*' the latter end of Queen Elizabeth's reign/* 
Printed in 164^ Re-printed in Cogan's Collec- 
tjon of TraOs from Lord Somers's library, 
vol. 4. p. 132. 

A letter to the Lord Chamberlain *. 

Some of his letters in beautiful Latin to the 
celebrated Antonio Perez are publifhed among 
the Bacon-papers f. But of all his compofitionS 
the moft excellent, and in many refpefts equal 
to the performances of the greateft genius's, is 
a long letter to the Queen from Ireland J, fta- 

♦ F. Howarti Colle^iw^ p. 232. 

t Pages 2C^6, 367, 399. 

J It Jhould be mentioned here ^ that formerly his 
di [patches were attributed to Bacon ; of late, to his 
feretary Cuffe. The latter might have Jome hand 
in colUHirtg the materials relative to bujinefsj but 
there runs through all the EarPs letters a peculiarity 
of Jlyle^ fo adapted to his Jituation and feelings, as 
could n.t have been felt for him or dictated by any 
h dy elfe. See the letter mentioned in the text in the 
Bacon-papers, vol. 2. p. 415. " 

> 

ting 
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ting the fituaticxi of that country in a moft 
snaflerly manner, both as a general and ftatefman, 
litid concluding with (Iraias of the tendereft elo* 
quence on finding himfelf fo unhappily expofedr 
to the artifices of his enemies during his abfence.^ 
It cannot fail to excite admiration, that a man 
raviftied from all improvement and refleftion at 
the age of feyenteen, to be nurfed, perverted, 
fondled, dazled in a court, fhould notwithftand- 
ihg have fdatched fuch opportunities of cultivat- 
ing his mind and underflanding ! In another 
letter from Ireland he fays movingly, *' I pro- 
*' vided for this fervice a breaft-plate but not a 
*« cuirafs ; that is, I am armed on the breaft, but 
«* not on the back *." Dr. Birch has a volume 
of letters manufcript, containing fome from the 
Earl, and others addreffed to him. Befides thefe, 
we have great variety in the Cabala and among 
Bacon's papers of the Earl's occafional letters f, 
written in a ftyle as nervous as the beft compo- 
fitions of that age, and as eafy and flowing as' 

♦ lb. p. 410. 

f Two littU Notes of his are in the Intriduc^. 
iion to the Sidney-papers, vol i. />. 1 15. 

thofo 
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thofe of the prefent. The vehement Friend^ 
the bold injured Enemy, the Statefinan and the 
fine Gentleman are confpicuous in them* ' 
He ceafed to be all thefe by the age of thirty- 
four %. 

J IJhallnotdwelhntbe now almojl authenticated 
Jiory of Lady Nottingham ^ though That too long 
faffed for fart of the romantic htftory of this Lord. 
I mention it hut to obferve that the Earl had given 
provocation to her hufiand''-''^^though no provoca^ 
tion is an excafe for murder. How much to be 
lamented that Jo black an a£f was committed by cne 
of our greatejl heroes, to whom Britain hasjignal 
obligations. This was Charles Earl of Not ting* 
ham^ the Lord High Admiral^ and ueftroyer of 
the Spanijh Armada. It feems, Effex bad highly 
refented it*s being expreffed in the Earl omNotting- 
ham's patent f that the latter had equal fi>are with 
himfelf in the taking of Cadiz. He was fo un- 
reajonable as to propoje to have the patent cancelled^ 
or offered to fight Nottingham or any of his Sons. 
Bacon-papers, p. 365. Jiasf that revenge, 
iniereji and ingratitude, Jhould haveftainedfuch fer- 
tJM-^md abilities as thofe of Nottingham^ Raleigh 
knS^iicon. 
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EDWARD FERE, 
EARL of OXFORD, 



WA S the feventeenth Earl of that ancient 
Family, and by no means the kaft illnf- 
triouSr His youth was diftingniftied by his wit, 
by adroitaefs in his exercifes, by valour and zeal 
fpr his country. Having travelled into Italy, 
he is * recorded to have been the firft thatbroueht 
into England embroidered gloves and perfumes j 
and prefenting the Queen with a pair of the 
former. She was fo pleafed with them, as to be 
drawn with them in one of her portraits. The 
Earl of Oxford (hone in the tournaments of that 
reign, in two of which he was honoured with a 
prize from her Majefty's own hand, being led 
armed by two Ladies into her prefence-chan> 
ber f . 



* Stowe, 

t Collinses hiftGrical colkSltonSy p, 264, 



In 
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In the year 1585, He was at the head of the 
Nobility that embarked with the Earl of Leicef- 
ter for the relief of the States of Holland ; and 
in eighty-eight joined the Fleet with (hips hired 
at his own expence to repel the Spanifli Ar- 
mada. 

He was Knight of the Garter, and fat on the 
celebrated trials of the Queen of Scots, of the 
Earls of Arundel, of EiTex and Southampton : 
But another remarkable trial in that reign, prov- 
ed the [voluntary] ruin of this Peer. He was 
an intimate friend of the Duke of Norfolk that 
was condemned on account of the Scottifh 
Queen; Lord Oxford earneflly follicited his 
Father-in-law the Treafurer Burleigh to fave 
the Duke's life, but not fucceeding, he was fo 
Incenfed againft the Minifter, that in moft ab- 
furd and unjuft revenge [though the caufe was 
amiable] he fwore he would do all he could to 
ruin his Daughter, and accordingly not only 
forfook her bed, but fold and confumed great 
part of the vaft inheritance defcended to him 
from his anceftors. 

He 
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He lived to be a very aged man, and died in 
the fecond year of James the Fird, 

He was an admired Poet, and reckoned the 
bell writer of Comedy in his time : The very 
names of all his plays are loft : A few of bis 
poems are extant in a mifcellany called, *' The 
." Paradife of dainty Devices." Lond. 1578. q^u^. 
The chief part of the collection was written by 
Richard Edwards, another comic writer J. 

A Latin letter of this Earl of Oxford is pre- 
fixed to Dr. Bartholomew Gierke's Latin tranf- 
lation of Balthazar Caftilio tie Curiali five Au- 
lico, nrft printed at London about 1571. 

X Wooi'i Athena, vol, 1. />. 152 ; and F aft, 

P' 99- 
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THOMAS SACKVILLE, 
LORD BUCKHURST. 



IT IS not my bufinefs to enter into the life 
of this Peer, as a Statefman : It is fuf&cient 
to fay that few firft Minifters have left fo fair a 
charafter. His Family difdained the offer of aa 
apology for it againft fome little cavils, which 
'* fpreta exolefcunt ; fi irafcare, agnita viden- 
** tur *." It is almoft as needlefs to fay that he 
was the Patriarch of a race of genius and wit. 
He early quitted the ftudy of the law for the 
flowery paths of poetry, and flione both in 
Latin and Englifli compolition. In his graver 
years the brilliancy of his imagination grew more 
correft, not lefs abundant. He was called, fays 
Loyd, The Star-chamber bellj [a comparifon that 
does not convey much idea at'prefent^ but he 

* Loyd's Worthiesy p. 68o, 

explains 
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explains it by adding] fo very flowing was his 
invention f. ** His Secretaries," fays Sir Robert 
Naunton, " had difficulty to pleafe him, he was 
** fo facete and choice in his ftyle." 

He was Author of the celebrated Tragedy, 

called, " Gorboduc ;" the fir ft dramatic piece 

of any confideration In the Englifli language, 

written many years before Shakefpear fet forth. 

his plays J. He was aflifted in it by Norton* 

a fellow-labourer o Sternhold and Hopkins. 

This tragedy was afted before the Queen at 

Whitehall, by the Gentlemen of the inner 

Temple, 1561. It originally had the title of 

** Ferrex and Porrex," was printed incorreftly 

and furreptitioufly in 1565 ; more compleatly 

in 1570 : In 1590, by the title of " Gorboduc." 

It was re-publi(hed by Dodfley in 1736, with a 

preface by Mr. Spence, by the procuration of 

Mr. Pope, ** who wondered * that the propriety 

** and natural eafe of it had not been better imi- 

'* tated by the dramatic authors of the fucceed- 

t lb. p. 679. 
j Antony Wood, 
* Vide Preface^ 

M 2 '* ing 
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•' ingage." It is to be found at the head of the 
fecond volume of the colleftion of old plays, 
publiftied by Dodfley. Sir Philip Sidney in his 
apology for poetry gives this lofty character of it : 
" It is full of ftately fpeeches and well-founding 
** phrafes, climbing to the height of Seneca's 
** ftyle, and as full of notable morality, which 
«* it doth moft delightfully teach, and fo obtain 
** the very end of pocfy." Puttenham fays, ** I 
" think that for Tragedy the Lord of Buck- 
** hurft and Maifter Edward Ferreys for fuch 
" doings as I have feen of theirs, do deferve the 
*' higheft price : The Earl of Oxford and 
** Maifter Edwards of her Majefty's chappel for 
*' comedy and interlude *." 

His Lordftiip wrote befides, 

** A preface and the life of the unfortunate 
*' Duke of Buckingham in the reign of Richard 
*' the Third, in verfe," in a work intituled, 

** A mirrour for magiftrates, being a true 
«« chronicle hiflory of the untimely falls of fuch 

* Art ofpoetry^ 
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** unfortunate princes and men of note, as have 
*' happened fmce the firft entrance of Brute into 
** this ifland until this latter age." This work 
was publifhed in 1610, by Richard Niccols of 
Magdalen College in Oxford, but was the joint- 
produce of Lord Buckhurft, Mr. Baldwine, 
Mr. Higgons, Mr. Ferrers, and Mr. Church- 
yard, men of the greateft wit in that age*. 
The original thought was his Lordfhip's, as we 
learn from the Editor, who fays, " That the 
*' penmen [of the chronicle] being many and 
•' diverfe, all diverfly afFefted in the method of 
*' this their mirrour, he followed the intended 
" fcope of that moft honourable perfonage, who, 
•* by how much he did furpafs the reft in the 
** eminence of his noble condition, by fo much 
** he hath exceeded them all in the excellency of 
*' his ftyle, which with a golden pen he hath 
** limned out to pofterity in that worthy object 
'* of his mind, the tragedy of the Duke of 
** Buckingham, and in his preface then intituled, 
** Mafter Sackville's indudticn. This worthy 
** prefident of learning intending to perfect all 

* Life of Dra^ton^ before his w&rksy t, 5. 

M 3 " this 
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** this ftory himfelf from the conqueft, being 
** called to a more ferious expence in the great 
*^ ftate-afFairs of his moft royal Lady and Sove- 
** reign, left the difpofal thereof to Mr. Bald 
*'vvine, &c.f' 

Several letters in the Cabala. 

Tiptoft and Rivers fet the example of borrow- 
ing light from other countries, and patronized 
the importer of Printing, Caxton. The Earls 
of Oxford and t Dorfet ftruck out new lights for 
the Drama, without making the multitude 
laugh or weep at ridiculous reprefentations 
of Scripture. To the two former we owe 
Printing, to the two latter. Taste — r-what 
do we not owe perhaps to the laft of the four ! 
Our hiftoric plays are allowed to have been 
founded on the heroic narratives in the Mirrour 

f Collinses Peerage in Dorfet, p. 714. 

t Lcrd Buckhurjl was created Earl of Dorfet, 
There is a letter from him to the Earl of Sujfex^ 
printed in Howard* s colL p, 2()7. I Lord Dorfet 
%vrote t?o a Latin letter to Dr, Barth, ClerJte pre- 
fxed to his tranflation mentioned in tht preceding 
at tide* 

• for 
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for Magiftrates ; to that plaa, and to the bold" 
nefs of Lord Buckhurft*s new fcenes perhaps 
we owe Shakespear. Such debts to thefe 
four Lords, the probability of the laft obliga- 
tion, are fuiEcient to juftify a Catalogue of 
Noble Authors, 



Sir ROBERr CECIL, 
EARL of SALISBURY. 



THIS Man who had the fortune or mif- 
fortune to pleafe both Queen Elizabeth 
and James the firft ; who like the Son of the 
Duke of Lerma, had the uncommon fate of 
fucceeding * his own Father as Prime-minifter, 
and who unlike that Son of Lerma did not, 
though treacherous to every body elfe, fup- 
plant his own Father, this Man is fufficiently 
known ; his public ftory may be found in 
all our hiftories, his particular in the Biogra- 

* After ajhort interval. 

M 4 phia; 
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phia; and if any body's curiofity is flill un* 
fatisfied about him, they may fee a tedious 
account of his lafl: ficknefs in Peck's Defiderata 
Curiofa. 

He wrote 

" Adverfus perduelles ;" an anfwer to fbmc 
Popifli libels. 

*' Mr. Secretary Cecil his negotiation into France, 
with the inftrudlions for his guydance therein 
from Queen Elizabeth, in the year of our Lord 
1597. 

*' Several fpeeches in Parliament ; and 

Many letters J, 

<* One in the Cabala to his Father. 

*' Another to Sir Francis Segar •* 

<' Some notes on Dr. Dee's difcourfe on the 
^' reformation of the Calendar." 

J: Vidrj Sawycr^s memorials i?i three vols, folio* 
^ F, Howard's CJIe^ion, p, 1 96. 

HENRr 
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HEN RT HOWARD, 
EARL of NORTHAMPTON, 

YOUNGER Son of the famous Earl of 
Surrey, was faid to be the learnedefl: 
amongd the nobility, and the moft noble amongft 
the learned. To thefe advantages of birth and 
education were added the dignities of Earl, 
Knight of the Garter, Lord Warden of the 
Cinque ports, Governor of Dover-Caftle, [where 
he was * buried] one of the Commiflionei s for 
the office of Earl-marfhal, Lord privy feal, 
High-Steward of Oxford, and Chancellor of 
Cambridge. He added himfelf the ftill nobler 
title of Founder of three Hofpitals, at Green- 
wich in Kent, at Clin in Shroffliire, and at 
Caflle-rifing in Norfolk f . Thefe topics of 

• He died at the palace J:e had built at Chartng^ 
crofs^ now No'th-inleil.ndhouj'e: fu'''ojed to be 
rwfcd with t panijJ) g:l:!, Harris's iijl of y ernes 
the Fir/l^p, 14^. J-e ^:^ave the defignjor jludley-' 
Inn. Loyd's Worthies, p. 780. 

t Dugduie^s Baronage^ vo'. 2. ^. 275. 

pane-* 
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pancg^Tic were fure not to be over-looked by 
our writers of genealogies, who winnow the 
charaflcrs of ail mankind, and take due care 

not to lay up any of the chaiF. But what 

have our hiftorians to fay of this Man ! What 
a tale have they to tell of murder ! But it 
is necefTary to take up his character a little higher. 
On his Father's death he appears to have been 
left in very fcanty circumftances, and though 
there is no doubt of his having parts, and very 
flexile ones too, they carried him no great 
lengths during the long reign of Elizabeth : In 
her SucccfTor's they produced ten-fold. Antony 
Bacon giving an account of a conference he had 
with his Aunt about the Cecils, wifties for the 
genius of the Lord Henry Howard, or that of 
Signor Perez, to aflift him with the facility and 
grace which they had in relating their own 
alliens J. Lady Bacon, the fevere and froward, 
but upright Mother of Antony and Sir Francis, 
had no fuch favourable impreflions of Lord 
Henry, againfl whom, as he was an intimate 
of Antony and the Earl of Eflex, She often 

X Bacon-papersy xoL 2. />. 132. 

warns 
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warns her Son, calling Howard, a dangerous 
intelllgencing man, and no doubt a fubtile Papiji 
inwa-t'dlyy a very injlrument of the Spanijh Papijis. 
No miftaken judgment; he had been bred a 
Papift, and though at this time he feems to have 
a61ed Proteftantifm ||, he openly reverted to 
Popery in the next reign, which at the King's 
requeft he again abandoned, and yet at his death 
avowed himfelf a Catholic %. The fame Lady 
apprehends his betraying his Brother Norfolk, 
whom he was ftill foUiciting to his ruin ; ** For 
*' He [Lord Henry] pretending courtefy, work- 
*' eth mifchief periloufly. I have long [fays fhej 
** known him, and obferved him. His work- 
" ings have been Hark naught */' Her Lady- 
fhip had learning, and was profufe of it; in 
another place f She calls him " SubtUiter fub- 
** ^^///j, and a fubtle Serpent." Rowland White, 

II He had cjcn betn a competitor with Grindal 
for the Archb'ijh:. prick of York, but mifcarried from 
the doubifulnefs of his religion. 

Vide Life of Grindal in the Biograp. p. 2432; 

X Lord Brook's five years of King Jame^, p, 57. 

* Bacon-papers^ vol, i. />. 227, 

t ^*- ^ 309- 

Of 
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of a nature lefs acritnonious, only fays, *' That 
•* the Lord Henry Howard was held for a ran- 
" terj." Sir Antony Weldon fpeaks of him 

as one of the groflcft flatterers alive. But it 

js the mode to rcjeft his teftimony as too fevere 

a writer. Yet on what times was he bitter 4 

What character that he has cenfured, has whiten- 
ed by examination ? To inftance in this Lord 
Northampton. I fhall not content myfelf with 
obfen'iijg that Sir Fulke Grevile fays ||, " He 
** was fiimous for fccret infinuation and for cun- 
c* ning flatteries, and by reafon of thefe flatteries 
** a fit man for the conditions of thofe times." 
Nor tliat Monfieur de Beaumont, the French 
EmbafTador at that time, calls him one of the 
greatcfl flatterers and calumniators that ever 
lived*: Let him fpeak for himfelf. He firfl 
founded his hopes of preferment on the Earl of 
EfTex, to whom he feems to have made un- 
bounded court. In one of his letters he tells 
that Favorite, *' So God deal with me in die illoy 
*' as I would lofe of my own blood to fave 

J S'dney p^.pcrsy p, 129. 

II /' hi> jiv.e yean cf K'ng Jarnes^ P* S' 

♦ Bacn-^apers, vol. 2. />. 501, 

'* yours ; 
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** yours ; and hold all thofe given over utterly 
*' in fenfum reprobijjimim^ whofe malice can dif- 
** tingui(h at this day between the fafe-guard of 
** your vi^orthy perfon and the life of your coua- 
*' try *." In another , ** When I fee you not, 
*' yet I think of you, and with the moft divine 
** philofophers will ever fettle my beatitude la 
*' contemplation of that (hining objedt, unto 
** which hy pocrify or flattery can add no grace, 
•* becaufe the rare worth of itfeif hath made it 
*^ very truly and Angularly fuper-excellent +.'* 
And as excefs of flattery to the creature is not 
content till it has dared to engage even the Crea- 
tor in it's hyperboles, he tells Eflex, *' My hope 
** of your fafe return is anchored in Heaven. I 
<« believe that God himfelf is not only pleafed 
** with his own workmanfhip in you, as he was 
** when vtdit omnia quce creavit, et erant valde 
** bona ; but withal that he is purpofed to proteft 
** that worthy perfon of your lordfliip's under the 
•* wings of his cherubim J.'* What could Sir 

* lb. 'vol. 2. p, 246. 

t if^' P' 363- 
X lb, p. 429. 

An- 
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Antony Welden fay too bad of the flattery of a 
man, who paints the gnat G<?^ of heaven fmit- 
ten, like an old doating Queen, with a frail 
phantom of his own creation ! 

But though Northampton could flatter, honefl: 
Abbot could not: The Earl profecuting fome 
perfons in the Star-chamber for defamation, a3 
his infamy began to grow public, when the Lords 
were ready to pafs fentence, the archbifliop rofe 
and to the Earl's face told him, " Thofe things 
*' faid of him were grounded upon reafon, and 
** for which Men of upright confciences had 

** fome reafon to fpeak and that his Lord- 

** ftiip's own letters made evident that he had 
*' done fome things againfl: his own confcience, 
'* merely to attain unto honour and fovereignty 

*' and to pleafe the King." And then pulled 

out a letter from Northampton to Cardinal Bel- 
larmine, in which the Earl profefled to the latter 
^* That howfoever the condition of the times 
** compelled him and his Majefty urged him to 
" turne Proteftant, yet neverthelefle his hear 
*^ flood with the Papifts; and that he would be 

" ready 
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*^ ready to further them in any attempt *."— - 



But to have done with this topic, which I (hould 
gladly quit, if it were not to pafs to that of 
blood. Howard, who always kept terms with 
the Cecils, and when he had prefented one of 
his compofitions to Effex, fent another to Bur- 
leigh, at the fame time with a true fycophant's 

* NorthampUn was fo ahafied w'lth this reproof y 
that as foon as the Court broke upy he went to Gren^ 
wichy made his willy confejfing himfelf a Papifly 
and died fcon after. Sir Fulke Grevile's five 
years of King James, p- 57. This fmnll book 
contains little more than the /lory of the Earl and 
Count efs of Scmerfet and of No- thampton^ to whom 
Sir Fulke would not only afcribe almojf every thiug 
done at that period^ but refolves all into malicious 
defigns of mi/chief as Northampton's drawing the 
Bijkops into declaring for the divorce, in order to ex* 
pofe that Bench ; an unneccffary finsffe to circum- 
vent menfo ready for any infamy as many of the 
order were at that time. It fscms Jirange that an 
author who refned fo much, Jhould have reafonedfa 
little y as to believe in zvitcl.es and incantations, 
The new volume of the Biographia rejeSls this work 
as not Lord Brookes, for no better reafon than his 
not having ?ncntioned it in his other writings, A 
Clerg)ma7i might as wed refufe to baptize a Childy 
hccaufe the Father at a former chrifiening did not 
tell him thai he intended to beget it, 

9Xt 
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art confefling it to his friend, fkirmiflied himfelf 
out of EfTex's misfortunes, and became the in- 
ftrument of Sir Robert Cecirs correfpondence 
with King James f, which Cecil pretended was 
for the fcrvice of his Miftrefs, as the confidence 
of her Minifters would aflure that Prince of his 
peaceable Succeffion, and prevent his giving her 
any difturbancc. This negotiation * was im- 
mediately rewarded by James on his accefGon 
with his favour and with the honours I have 
mentioned ; but as every rifmg favorite was the 
objedl of Northampton's bafenefs, he addidled 
his fervlces to the Earl of Somerfet, and became 
a chief and ihocking inftrument in that Lord's 
match with Northampton's kinfwoman the 
Countefs of EfTex, and of the fucceediug mur- 
der of Sir Thomas Overbury. Northampton, 
the pious Endower of Hofpitals, died luckily 
before the plot came to light ; but his letters 
were read in court not all, for there was 

t Baccn-papersy vol, 2, p, 514. 

* Loydfayi that 'Northampton was no Fla'terer^ 
nor a77ibltious ! page 781. Thoje 'who condemn 
Sir Aniony WeldorCs impartiality^ may perhaps ad^ 
mire Loyd's veracity, 

fuch 
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fuch a horrid mixture of obfcenity and blood ia 
them that the Chief Juftice could not go 

through them in common decency. It is time 

to come to this Lord's works. 

He wrote, 

** A Defenfative againfl the poifon of fuppofed 
" prophefies," dedicated to Sir Francis Walfing- 
ham, and printed in qu^. at London, in 1583, 
and re-printed there in folio in 162c, by J. Charl- 
vvood. Printer to the Earls great Nephew, the 
Earl of Arundel. There is a long account of 
this work in the Brltifh librarian, p. 331. 

** An apology for the government of Women,'* 
never publifhed, but extant in mahufcript in the 
Bodleian library, and in my polTefTion. 

«' An abftraft of the frauds of the Officers of 
** the Navy," addrefled to King James ; manu- 
fcript in the King's library f , 

t Cojle/s CataLp, 273. 

Vol. I. N '* A 
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«* A devotional piece, with the Judgments of 
" primitive interpreters." This is all we know 
of this piece, only mentioned by hisLordfhipin 
a letter to Lord Burleigh, to whom he fent it J. 

** Another treatife of devotion," that feems to 
have been different from the laft, and rather, 
'* Form$ of prayer," fent to the Archbifliop of 
Canterbury in March 1596-7, with a letter in 
which this hypocrite tells the Biftiop ^* That he 
** had tailed by experience of private exercifes 
** for the fpace of many years what comfort thefe 
** proportions work in a faithful foul; and de- 
*' firing his Grace to refer the book to Dr. An- 
•' drcws or Dr. Bancroft, and if no objeftion 
** was found with it, he humbly craves his 
*' Grace's favour that the Prefs might eafe him of 
** fo great a charge and fatigue as it had been to 
*• him to copy it out, and eaufe it to be copied 
•' for his importunate friends*." In this letter, 
as in all his Lordfhip's compofitions, is a great 
mixture of afFeftation and pedantry. 

X Baeott-papers, vol. 2*p, 247. 

Among 
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Among Sir Ralph Winwood's papers are fout 
letters from Northampton ; the firft, very long 
and full of inveftives on his coufin the Lord 
Admiral Nottingham : the fecond, as profufe of 
flattery on King James. The two laft are 
addrefled to Sir Jervafe Elways, lieutenant of 
the Tower, containing mofl importunate and 
peremptory direftions for hafteningthe burial 
of Overbury's body, and fully explanatory of 
Northampton's fliare in that black bufinefs ** 

By a letter of the Jarl of Eflex to him, it 
looks as if one of Northampton's arts of flat- 
tery to the former was drawing up his pedigree f* 
And to raife and afcertain Eflex's authority as 
Earl-marfhal^ Northampton appears to have un- 
dertaken a treatife on that office, but not to have 
compleated it J. 

* Fol.2. p. 91. FoL 3. p. 54, 481,482. 

t I^' p' 342^ 
J Ih. 365. 
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LORD CHANCELLOR 



ELESMEREy 



T 



H E Founder of the Houfe of Egerton, 
publilhed nothing during his life, but a 
** Speech in the Exchequer-chamber touching 
" the Poftnati,*' printed at London inqu^. in 
1609. After his death there appeared in his 
name 



** Certain obfervations concerning the office 
of Lord Chancellor." London 16515 oftavo. 



IC 



The Conference held February 25th 1606, be- 
twene the Lords Committees and the Commons 
touching the naturalizinge of the Scots, &c. f- 

He left to his Chaplain, Mr. Williams, after- 
wards the celebrated Lord-keeper and Biftiop 

t Printed in Somers*s traSis ^th ColL vol I. 
/>. 37Z. from the Cotion library. 

of 
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of Lincoln, four manufcript coUeftions con- 
cerning * The Prerogative Royal, Privileges of 
*' Parliament, Proceedings in Chancery, and the 
•* Power of the Star-chamber .*" Of which I 
find printed " Elefmere's privileges and prero- 
*^ gatives of the High-court of Chancery, 

Four Letters in the Cabala, 



Sir FRANCIS BACON, 
VISCOUNT St. ALBANS, 

THE Prophet of Arts, which New- 
ton was fent afterwards to reveal. It 
would be impertinent to the reader to enter into 
any account of this amazing Genius or his 
works : Both will be univerfally admired as long 

as fcience exifts. As long as ingratitude and 

adulation are defpicable, fo long fliall we lament 
the depravity of this great Man's heart 1 

* lb. vol, I. pn 479. 

'\ Harl. Catal. vol 2. p. 651* 

N 3 Alas I 
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Alas ! that He, who could command immortal 
famey fhould have ftooped to the little ambition 
^f power ! 

Sir FULKE G REVILE, 
LORD BROOKE, 



AM A N of much note in his time, but one 
of thofe admired wits who have loft much 
of their reputation in the eyes of pofterity. A 
thoufand accidents of birth, court-favour or 
popularity, concur fometimes to gild a flender 
proportion of merit. After ages who look when 
thofe beams are withdrawn, wonder what at- 
trafted the eyes of the multitude. No Man 
feems to me ft> aftoniftiingan objeft of temporary 
admiration as the celebrated friend of the Lord 
Brooke, the famous Sir Philip Sidney. The 
learned of Europe dedicated their works to Him ; 
the republic of Poland thought him at leaft worthy 
to be in the nomination for their crown. All the 
mufes of England wept his death. When we at this 

diftance 
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diftance of time inquire what prodigious merits 

excited fuch admiration, what do we find ? 

Great valour. But it was an age of heroes.- — 

In full of all other talents we have a tedious, 
lamentable, pedantic, paftoral romance, which 
the patience of a young virgin in love cannot 
now wade through ; and fome abfurd attempts 
to fetter Englifli verfe in Roman chains ; a 
proof that this applauded author underftood little 
of the genius of his own language. The few 
of his letters extant are poor matters ; one * to 
a fteward of his father, an inftance of unwar- 
rantable violence. By far the f beft prefumption 

* Sidney-paper 5 y vol. I. p, 256. 

t / have been blamed for not mentioning Sir 
Philip'' s defence of poetry^ which fome think his 
heji work. I had indeed forgot it when I wrote 
this article ; a proof that I at leafl did not think it 
fufficient foundation for jo high a charaSfer as He 
acquired, 1 his was all my Criticifm pretended to 
fayy that I could not conceive how a man who in 
fome refpeSfs had written dully and weakly y and 
who at moji was far inferior to our hejl Authors^ 
hadobtained fuch immenfe reputation. Let his me- 
rits and his Fame be weighed together ^ and then let 
it be determined whether the world has overvalued^ 
or I undervalued Sir Philip Sidney, 

N 4 Of 



1 



i84 NOBLE AUTHORS. 

of his abilities [to us who can judge only by what 
we fee] ii a J pamphlet publiflied amongft the 
Sidney- papers, being an anfwer to the famous 
libel called Leicefters common wealth. It de- 
fends his uncle with great fpirit : What had 
been faid in derogation to their blood feems to 
have touched Sir Philip moft. He died with the 
raflinefs * of a volunteer, after having lived to 
write with the farg froid znd prolixity of Made- 
moifelle Scuderi. 

Let not this examination of a favorite cha- 
radler be taken in an ill light. There can be no 
motive but jf^^ critlcifm for calling in queftion 
the fame of another man at this diftance of 
time. Were Pofterity to allow all the patents 
bcftowcd by cotemporaries. The Temple of Fame 
would be crouded by worthlefs dignitaries. How 
many Princes would be preffing in, theweakefl: 
or wickedeft of Mankind, becaufe Courtiers or 
Medals called them Great! One Man ftill ap- 
pears there by a yet more admiiTible title, Philip 

X lb, in the introdu^ioTiy p. 62, 

* ^i^een Elizabeth faid of Lord EJfex^ «< TVe 
«« .Jhiill have him knocked 0* the head like that rafh 
*^ fellow Sidney^ 

the 
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the Good Duke of Burgundy one fliudders to 

read what maflacres he made of his Flemi(h 
fubje6ts. Louis the Thirteenth claims under 
the title of the Juft : There can fcarce be a 
more abominable faft than one in Voltaire's new 
Univerfal Hiftory. Monfieur de Cinqmars, the 
King's favorite, had with his Majefty's fecret 
approbation endeavoured todeftroy Richlieu — — 
and failed. The King was glad to appeafe the 
Cardinal by facrificing his Friend, whom he 
ufed to call Ch:r Ami. When the hour of exe- 
cution arrived, Louis pulled out his watch, and 
with a villainous fmilefaid, ** Jecrois qu' acette 
<* heure Cher Ami fait un vilaine mine." Vol- 
taire commending him fays, that this King's 

cbara6ter is not fufficiently known. It was 

not indeed, while fuch an anecdote remained un- 
fiained with the blacked colours of hiftory ! 

I am fenfible that I have wandered from my 
fubjeft by touching on Sir Philip Sidney ; but 
writing his life is writing Sir Fuljce Grevile's, 
who piqued himfelf moft, and it was his chief 
merit, on being, as he flyled himfelf on his 
tomb. The Friend of Sir Philip Sidney, 
— -^It was well he did not make the fame parade 

of 
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of his Friend(hip with the Earl of Eflex : An 
anecdote I have mentioned before * feems to (how 
that he was not fo ftrift in all his friendftiips. 
He had more merit in being the patron of 
Camden. 

This Lord's works were, 

«* A very (hort fpeech in Parliament," record- 
ed by Lord Bacon f . 

*« The life of the renowned Sir Philip Sidney. 

*' Sir Fulke Grevile's five years of King James, 
" or the condition of the flate of England, and 
<* the relation it had to other Provinces." A 
very thin quarto, 1 643. 

We are told J that he propofed to write the 
life of Queen Elizabeth, a work not much to be 
regretted, as he himfelf acquainted the Earl of 
Salifbury, '■' that though he intended to deliver 
" nothing but the truth, yet he did not hold 
** himfelf bound to tell all the truth ;" a difpen- 
fation which of all ranks of men an hiftorian per- 

* Vide page i^f^. 

f Apo'hegms^p, 221 ; andEiograph.p. 229 S^ 

X I ide Biograph.p. 2396. 

haps 
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liaps is the laft that has a right to give himfelf* 
What he conceals is probably the part that 
would afFord mofl: information. It is worth the 
reader's while to have recourfe to the original 
paflage, where he will find the grofs fhifts ufed 
by Salifbury to render Sir Fulke's meditated 
hiflory abortive, which howjever he feemed to 
have little reafon to dread, after the declaration 
I have mentioned. 

*' A letter to an honourable Lady, with advice 
f ' how to behave herfelf to a hufband of whom 
** fhe was jealous." 

*« A letter of travel :" It contains direftions 
to his coufm Grevile Verney then in France. 

** Caelica," a colleftion of cix. fongs. 

<* A treatife of human learning," in cl. ftanzaSi^ 

** An inquifitlon upon fame and honour,*' ia 
Lxxxvi. ftanzas. 

*« A Treatife of wars," in Lxviii. ftanzas. 



'« His 

ha 



xSS NOBLE AUTHORS. 

" His remains," confiAing of political and 
philofophical poems. 

V 

** M. Tullius Cicero, a Tragedy ;'* but this 
is difputed. 

** Alaham, a Tragedy. 

*< Muftapha, a Tragedy." 

The two laft plays have the chorus after the 
manner of the ancients ; a pedantry as injudi- 
cious as Sir Philip's Englifh hexameters. After 
all the attempts to revive that mob of confi- 
dents, after all the laborious Pere Brumoy's dif- 
fcrtaiions J to juftify them, do they ceafe to 
appear unnatural excrefcencies of a drama, whofe 
faults are admired as much as it's excellencies ? 
With all the difference of Grecian, and French 
or Englifh manners, it is impoffible to conceive 
that Phsedra trufted her inceftuous paffion, or 
Medea her murderous revenge, to a whole troop 
of. attendants. If Metaftafio's Operas furvive 
for fo much time as conflitutes certain and un- 
limited admiration in Lovers of Antiquity, it 

1 Theatre dc Grecs. 

Will 
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will be in vain for future Pedants to tell Men of 
Senfe two thoufand years hence, that our man- 
ners were different from theirs ; they will never 
bear to hear every fcene concluded with a fong, 
whether the Aftor who is going off the ftage be 
in love or in rage, be going to a wedding or to 
execution. In faft, the Ancients no more trufted 
their fecrets, efpecially of a criminal fort, to all 
their domeftics, than we fing upon every occa- 
Hon : The manners of no country afFe£l the 
great out-lines of human life, of human pa/fions, 
Befides, if they did, whenever the manners of an 
age are ridiculous, it is not the Bufinefs of Tra- 
gedy to adopt, but of Comedy to expofe them. 
They who defend abfurdities, can have little 
taftefor real beauties. There is nothing fo un- 
like Senfe as nonfenfe, yet in how many authors 
is the latter admired for the fake of the former ! 

GEORGE C AREW, 
EARL of TOTNESS, 

TH E younger Son of a Dean of Exeter, 
raifed himfelf by his merit to great honours. 
Though his titles were conferred by the Kings 

James 
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James and Charles, his fervices were performed 
tinder Elizabeth, in whofe reign he was Mafter 
of the Ordnance in Ireland, Treafurer of the 
army there, Prefident of Munfter, and one of 
the Lords Juflices. With lefs than 4000 men 
He reduced manycaftles and forts to the Queen's 
obedience, took the Earl of Defmond prifoner, 
and brought the Bourks, O'Briens, and other 
rebels to fubmiffion. He baffled all attempts of 
the Spaniards on his Province, and eftabliflied it 
in perfeft peace. He died in an honourable old 
age at the Savoy in 1629, and is buried under a 
goodly monument at Stratford upon Avon. He 
was a great patron of learning and lover of an- 
tiquities. 

He wrote, 

" Pacata Hibernia, or the hiftory of the wars 
«' in Ireland, efpecially within the province of 
** Mounfter 1599, 1600, 1601, and 1602;" 
which after his death was printed in folio at Lon- 
don in 1633, with feventeen maps, being pub* 
liflied by his natural Son Thomas Stafford *. 

* Vide Ant^ Wood and Dugdales baronage. 

He 
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It is certain that his Lordftiip propofed to writd 
the reign of Henry the Fifth, and had made col* 
Ie6lions and extrafts for that purpofe. The 
author of the life of Michael Drayton fays f, 
that Speed's reign of that Prince was written by 
our Earl : Others J only fay that his Lordfliip'3 
coUeftions were inferted in it. 

Others of his coUeftions in four volumes folio, 
relating to Ireland, are in the Bodleian library at 
Oxford. Others were fold by his executors to 
Sir Robert Shirley ||. 

Sir James Ware fays, that this Earl tran- 
flated into Englifti a Hiftory of the affairs of 
Ireland, written by Maurice Regan, fervant and 

I 

interpreter to Dermot, Son of Murchard King 
of Leinfter in 11 71, and which had been 
turned into French verfe by a friend of Re- 
gan*. 

X Gen. Din. vol 9. p, 324 y Bicgr. p. ii-ju 

IJ Dugdaky vol. 2. />. 423. 

* F. Hiji. of Irijh Writers^ p. 20. 

WILLIAM 
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JFILLIAM HERBERT, 
EARL of PEMBROKE. 



HI S charafter Is not only one of the moft 
amiable in Lord Clarendon's Hiftory, 
but IS one of the beft * drawn ; not being 
marked with any ftrong lines, it dillinguifhes 
the delicacy of that happy pencil, to which the 
real pencil muft yield of the renowned portrait- 
painter of that age. Vandyke little thought 

when he drew Sir Edward Hyde, that a greater 
Mailer than himfelf was fitting to him. They 
had indeed great refemblance in their manners ; 
each copied Nature faithfully. Vandyke's men 
are not all of exaft height and fymmetry, of 
equaj corpulence ; his women are not Madonnas 
or Venus's : The likenefs feems to have been 
ftudied in all, the charafter in many : His dreffes 
are thofe of the times. The Hiftorian's fidelity 

* Hiji. of the Rebellion f v:L i. p. 57. 



id 
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is as remarkable ; he reprefents the folds and 
plaits, the windings and turnings of each cha- 
radler he draws ; and though he varies the lights 
and fhades as would beft produce the effeft he 
defigns, yet his colours are never thofe of imagi- 
nation, nor difpofed without a Angular propriety. 
Hampden is not painted in the armour of Brutus, 
nor would CromwelFs mafk fit either Julius 
or Tiberius. 

*' The Earl of Pembroke," fays another wri- 
ter t> ** was not only a great favorer of learned 
** and ingenious men, but was himfelf learned, 
** and endowed to admiration with a poetical 
** geny, as by thofe amorous and not inelegant 
** aires and poems of his compofition doth evi- 
** dently appear ; fome of which had mufical 
" notes fet to them by Henry Lawes and Ni- 
" cholas Laneare." All that he hath extant 
were publiftied with this title, 

^* Poems written by William Earl of Pcm» 
^' broke, ^c. many of which are anfwered by 

\ Wood's Athenety vol, i. p, 546; 

Vol. I. <« way 
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** way of repartee by Sir Benjamin Rudyard ; 
*' with other poems written by them occafionally 
" and apart." Lond. 1660. oft^. 



Sir dud let CARLETONy 
VISCOUNT DORCHESTER, 



IS little known but in his capacity of Minifter 
to foreign courts, for which he feems to have 
been well qualified ; but by his fubfervience ta 
his Mailers and to his patron the Duke of Buck- 
ingham one (hould have thought he had imbibed 
his * prerogative-notions, as Embafladors are a 
little apt to do, in other fchools than Holland 
and Venice where he was chiefly refident. His 
negotiations have been lately prefented to the 
public ; a munificence // might oftener, but never 
fhould without gratitude receive. It was not the 
fault of the Minifter or of the Editor that thefe 

* Vide hijlor. preface to the new edition of his 
UtlerSy p, 20. 

2- tranfa^ions- 
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Iranfaftions turned chiefly on the Synod of Dort. 
It is always curious to know what wars a great 
Monarch waged : Sir Dudley would probably 
have been glad to negotiate in earned the in- 
terefls of the Palatinate ; but the King had 
other bufinefs to think of than the prefcrvatioa 

or ruin of his children while there was a 

chance that the Dyer's Son Vorftius might be 
Divinity-profeflbr at Leyden, inftead of being 
burnt, as his Majefty hinted to the Chrijlian prw 
demce f of the Dutch that he dcferved to be, our 
EmbafTadors could not receive inflrudlions, and 
confequently could not treat, on any other bufi- 
nefs. The King, who did not refent the Maf- 
facre at Amboyna, was on the point of breaking 
with the States for fupporting a man who pro« 
fefled the herefics of Enjedinus, Oftodorus, ^r. 
points of extreme confequence to great Britain i 
Sir Dudley Carleton was forced to threaten the 



t They are the King^s own words f rem his letter 
in the Mercure Francois j vide marginal note to the 
article Fortius in the Gencrol Diftionary, vol. 10. 
p. -^6. where may befeen afummary of this whole 
affair, 

O 2 Dutch, 
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Dutch, not only with the hatred of King James, 
but alfo with his pen. 

This Lord's writings are J, 

*^ Balance pour pefer en toute equite & droic- 
*' ture la harangue faite n' agueres* en 1' aflemblee 
•' des illullres & puifTans Seignoures Mefleig*- 
** neurs les Eftats generaux des Provinces unies 
*' du pais bas, ^V." 1618, qu^. 

*^ Harangue faite au counfeile dc Mefs. les 
'' Eftats generaux des Provinces unies, touchant 
** le difcord & les troubles de Teglife & la police, 
" caufes par la doftrine d'Arminius.'* 6 Oft. 
1 61 7, ftil. nov. Printed with the former. 

'* Various letters in the Cabala. 

*' Several French and Latin letters to Voffius," 
printed with Voflius'sEpiftles. Lond. i690.fol. 

** Speeches in Parliament," printed in Ru(h- 
worth's CoUeftions. 

t yfntony IFood^ vol, i. ^. 563. 

" Mc- 
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'* Memoirs for difpatches of political affairs 
** relating to Holland *nd England 161 8, with 
" feveral propofitions made to the States.*' M S. 

*' Particular obfervations of the military affairs 
** in the Palatinate and the Low-Countries, 
" annis 1621 and 1622." M S. 

*' Letters relating to State Affairs written to 
** the King and Vifcount Rochefter from Ve- 
" nice, ann. 161 3." MS. 

^« Letters from and to Sir Dudley Carleton, 
** Knt. during his embaffy in Holland from Janu- 
'« ary 161 5-6, to December 1620, with a judi- 
*' cious hiftorical preface." Lond. 1757. ^^?* 
This is the coUeftion mentioned above. 

«* A letter to the Earl of Salifbury*/; 
* Howard's ColL p. 513. 
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EDWARD CECIL, 
VISCOUNT WIMBLETON, 



A Martial Lord in the reigns of King James 
and King Charles, followed the wars in ' 
the Netherlands for the fpace of thirty -five 
years, and was a General of great reputation 
till his mifcarriage in the expedition to Cales. 
He was fecond Son of the Earl of Exeter, and 
Grandfon of Burleigh. King Charles made him 
of his Privy-council, Governor of Portfmouth, 
and a Peer. He has barely a title to this cata- 
logue, and yet too much to be omitted : In the 
King's library are two trafts in manufcript drawn 
up by his Lordihip, * one intituled 

** The Lord Vlfcount Wimbleton his method 
** how the coafls of the kingdom may be defend- 
ed againft any enemy, in cafe the royal navye 

* Cl(/o'*x MalPgue^ /. 276* 

^< ihould 



cc 
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*' fliould be otherwife employed or impeached, 
" 1628." 

As I am unwilling to multiply authors unne- 
ceflarily, it will be fufEcient to mention that in 
the fame place is another paper on the fame fub«- 
jeA with a noble name to it, and called 

+ *' The opinion of the Lord Gray, Sir 
*' John Norris, Vc. for the defence of the 
*' realm againft invafion, 1588." 

Our Peer's other piece is intituled 

** Lord Vifcount Wimbledon's demonftratioa 
** of divers parts of war ; efpedally of Caval- 
" leryej." 

There is extant befides in print, 

** The Anfwer of the Vifcount Wimbledon 
f < to the charge of the Earl of EiTex and nine 

t lb. 281. 

X lb. 283. There is a letter from Catnden to 
this Lord^ who had confulted him upon Jome prece- 
dent of difcipUne- Camdeni ^c, cpiftote, p. 351. 

O 4 " other 



i 



200 NOBLE AUTHORS. 

** other Colonels at the council-table, relating 
*' to the expedition againft Cales *." 

** Some letters in the Cabala. 

'* A Letter to the Mayor of Portfmouth, re- 
*' prehending him for the Townfmen not puU- 
** ing off their hats to a ftatue of King Charles 
** which his Lordfhip had erefted there.*' 

As we have few memoirs of this Lord, I (hall 
be excufed for inferting a curious piece in w^hich 
he was concerned. It is a warrant of Charles 
the firft, directing the revival of the old Englifh 
inarch ; as it is flill in ufe with the foot. The 
M S. was found by the prefent Earl of Hunting- 
don in an old cheft, and as the Parchment has 
at one corner the arms of his Lordfhip's pre- 
deceffor, then living, the order was probably 
fent to all Lords lieutenants of Counties, 

* It is printed /Jt the e fid of Lord Lan/dcwn*s 
works, L'rdJVimhledon btinz fuppofed to be ajpfled 
in it by Sir Richard Grcenvile. Vide the life of 
the Utter in the Biogr. Brit. vol. 4. 

Whereas 
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Signed, Charles Rex. 

" Whereas the ancient cuftome of nations hath 
" ever bene to ufe onecertaine and conftant forme 
" of March in the warres, whereby to be diftin- 
*' guifhed one from another. And the March 
" of this our Englifh Nation, fo famous in all the 
" honourable Atchievments and glorious warres 
** of this our Kingdome inforraigne parts [being 
" by the approbation of ftrangers themfelves 
*' confeft and acknowledged the beft of all 
*^ marches] was thorough the negligence and 
'* carelefnefs of Drummers, and by long difcontinu- 
" ance fo altered and changed from the ancient 
gravitie and majeftie thereof, as it was in danger 
utterly to have bene loft and forgotten. It 
'* pleafed our late deare Brother Prince Henry to 
'* revive and reftifie the fame, by ordayning an 
" Eftablifhment of one certaine meafure which 
" was beaten in his prefence at Greenwich anno 
** 1610. In confirmation whereof, wee are graci- 
«' oufly pleafed at the inftance and humble fute of 
*' ourright trufty and right well beloved Coulin 
** and Counfellor Edward Vifcount Wimbledon, 
^ to fet down and ordaine this prefent eftablifh- 

« ment 
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•* merit hereunder exprefled. Willing and cotn- 
*' manding all Drummers within our kingdome of 
^ England and priocipalitie of Wales exaftly and 
«* precifely to obferve the fame, as well in this our 
•' kingdome, as abroad in the fervice of any for- 
•* raigne Prince or State, without any addition or 
•* alteration whatfoever. To the end that fo an- 
'^ cient, famous, and commendable a cuftome may 
*' be preferved as a patteme and precedent to all 
** pofteritie. Given at our palace of Weftminfter 
•* the feventh day of February in the fevcnth 
•* yeare of our raigne of England, Scotland} 
•* France, and Ireland." 

ROBERT CARET, 
EARL of MONMOUTH, 

WA S a near relation of Queen Elizabeth, 
but appears to have owed his preferment 
to the difpatch he ufedin informing her Succeflbr 
of her death. Her Majefty feems to have been 
as little fond of advancing her relations by the 
Mother, as She was foUicitous to keep down 
tbofe who partook of her Blood-royal. The 

former 
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former could not well complain, when She was 
fo indifFerept even about vindicating her Mother's 
fame. This will excufe our Earl Robert's affi- 
duity about her heir, which indeed He relates 
himfelf with great fimplicity. The Qneea 
treated him with much familiarity : Vifiting her 
in her lafl illnefs and praying that her health 
might continue, She took him by the hand and 
wrung it hard and faid, " No, Robin, I am 
'* not well,'* and fetched not fo few as forty or fifty 
great ftghsy which he profefles he never knew 
her to do in all his life time, but for the death of 
the Queen of Scots. He found She would 
die. " I could not," fays he, " but think in 

* what a wretched eftate I Ihould be left, moid 

* of my livelyhood depending on her life. And 
' hereupon I bethought myfelf with what grace 

* and favour I was ever received of the King 
« of Scots, whenfoever I was fcnt to him. I 

* did affure myfelf it was neither unjuft nor 6n- 

* honeft fpr me to do for myfelf, if God at 

* that time ftiould call her to his mercy.*' Thefc 
words are taken from an account of that Prin- 
cefe's death, pubUfiied by Dr. Birch ajisong Sir 

Thomas 
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Thomas Edmonds's papers, and are extracted 
from the only work of this Earl, viz. 

•* Memoirs of his own life/' a manufcript in 
the poflei&on of the Earl of Cork and Orrery, 
by whofe favour an edition of it is now prepar- 
ing for the prefs. 

HENRT MO NT AG Uy 
EARL of MANCHESTER, 

WA S Grandfon of Sir Edward Montagu, 
Lord Chief Juftice of the King's-Bench 
in the reign of Edward the Sixth, and was Father 
of the Lord Kimbolton, who with five Members 
of the Houfe of Commons were fo remarkably 
accufed by King Charles the Firft* Earl Henry 
was bred a Lawyer, rofe fwiftly through moft of 
the ranks of that profeffion to fome of the greateft 
honours of the fiate and peerage \ his prefer- 
ments are thus enumerated by Loyd in his State* 
worthies*. Serjeant at Law, Knight, Recor- 

* Page 102J. 

dcr 
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der of London, Lord Chief Juftice of the 
King's-Bench, Lord Treafurer of England, Ba- 
ron of Kimbolton, Vifcount Mandeville, Pre- 
fident of the Council, Earl of Manchefter, Lord 
Privy-feaL Lord Clarendon has drawn f his 
charafter. He lived to a very great age, and 
wrote a book called 

" Manchefter al mondo, or meditations on 
« life and death." 

ROBERT GREFILEy 
LORD BROOKE, 

MADE a figure at the beginning of the 
Civil War, and probably was a man of 
great virtue, for the royalifl writers condefcend 
to fay, that if he had lived a little longer, he 
would probably have feen through the defigns of 
his party and deferted them. This filly fort of 
apology has been made for other Patriots, and 

t Vol. I. p. 54, 55, 

by 
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by higher writers than meer genealogifls, as if 
nothing but the probability of a converfion could 
excufe thofe Heroes who withflood the arbitrary 
proceedings of Charles and his Minifters, and to 
whofe Spirit we owe fo much of our Liberty. 
Our Antiquaries weep over the deftruftion of 
Convents, and our Hiftorians figh for Charles 
and Laud ! But there is not the Icaft reafon to 
fuppofe that this Lord Brooke would have aban- 
doned his principles : Lord Clarendon reprefents 
him as one of the moft determined of the party ; 
and it is not probable that a man who was on the 
point of feeking Liberty in the forefts of America, 
would have deferted her banners when viftorious 
in her own Britain. He and the Lord Say and 
Seal had aftually pitched upon a fpot in New 
England, whither they propofed to tranfport 
themfelves, when the excefles of the court 
threatned deftruftion to the freedom of their 
Country. In 1635, the two Lords fent over 
Mr. George Fenwicke to prepare a retreat for 
them and their friends, in confequence of which 
a little town was built, and called by their joint 
names, Saybrook. But a nobler fpirit arifing, 
the two Lords refufed to the King s face to enter 

into 
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into the engagement, which he propofed to the 

Peers at York, of profeffions of loyalty and 

abhorrence of thofe he called Rebels. Their 

Lordihips were a£live in all the patriot meafures 

in the Houfe of Lords j and the Lord Brooke 

exerted the utmofl: fpirit and gallantry in the war 

that followed, though he was one of the firft 

viftims in the caufe of his country, being (hot in 

the eye in 1643, as he was ftorming theChurch- 

clofe at Litchfield. It is lamentable that my 

Lord Clarendon * fhould relate gravely many 

remarks of the populace on his death, in their 

knguage called judgments. Lord Brooke it 

feems had prayed aloud that very morning, *' That 

*' if the caufe he was engaged in, were not juft 

" and right, he might inftantly be cut off.'* . 

Had Lord Clarendon mentioned this as an in- 
ftance of Lord Brooke's fincerity, it had been 
commendable. But did the noble Hiftorian fup- 
pofe that the Ruler of the Univerfe inflifts fuddca 
deftruftion as the way to fet right a confcientiou* 
Man ? Alas ! the Hiftorian was not thinking of 
the Ruler of Heaven, but of thofe trumpery 
Vicegerents, who would indeed be more proper 

* Vol. 3. />. 149, 

avengers 
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avengers of a royal Caufel He fays, " it was? 
•* obferved that the day of Lord Brooke's death 
" was St. Chadd's day, to whom Litchfield Ca- 
«* thedral was formerly dedicated." My Lord 
Clarendon with the Majefly of Livy was not 

without his fupcrftition. The Roman had 

his holy Chickens, and Lord Clarendon his St. 
Chadd ! f 

Lord Brooke's works are, 

** .The nature of Truth, it's union and unity 
" with the Soul, which is one in it's eflence, 
** faculties, afts, one with Truth." Lond. 1 640- 
1 2mo. This was addrefled in a letter to his 
friend J. S. who publifhed it with a preface. 
It was anfweredin 1643 by John Wallis, a Mi- 



f 7 here are many of tbefe ominous reflexions in 
th Athena Oxcnienjes : Party could Inuer my Lord 
Clarendon* s underftanding to a level with Antony 
Wcc^s. Vide Athen. vol. i. p. 523. God's 
ven^eanfe againjl the Prof oners of St, Chadd' s day 
is largely treated cf by Dr. South in one of his 
Sermons '9 ibo* deceutiy avoiding all mention of Lord 
Brooke^ and paying that refpcSi to a noble fa- 
mily which he did not pay to his own common fenfe. 

I .oifter 



•*ir . 
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nifter in tondon, afterwards Profeflbr of Geo- 
metry at Oxford. 

** A difcourfe opening the nature of Epifco- 
** pacy, which is exerdfed in England." Londf. 
1641. Antony Wood fays his Lordfhip was 
afTifled therein by fome purkatlical Minifters. 
Milton, a better judge, commends it for breath- 
ing the fpirit of toleration which was not the 

fpirit of the Puritans. 

" Two Speeches fpoken in the Guildhall, 
'* London, concerning his Majefty*reftfal of a 
** treaty of peace." Lond. 1642. 






Anfwer to the Speech of Philip Earl of 
Pembroke concerning acqtttfnodation, in the 
«* Houfe of Lords, UhCtml^jgy 1642.'' lU 
one flieet quarto, printed by order of the Hotife ; 
re-printed of >tfae coUedlion of Lord Somers'ifi 

treatife, it is right to acqvaiat the Reader, that 

t Fol.t. p. i6. ,;,^^'« 

Vql.4.- P 0- this 

: '."IT 

■ft * 
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this Lord Brooke, vflth Roman priDciples, was 
not without Roman prejudices, and grofs ones 
too. In this Speech He declared his approbation 
of fuch men in the Parliament's army as would 
fioujly have facri fie ed their e9Vtt Fathers to the Com- 
mands of both Houfes. Was a man poffefled with 
fuch horrid cnffhofiafQi on the point of changing 
his party? ^'^ 

" Speech at the eleftion of his Captains and 
" Commanders at Warwick-caftle." Lond. 



LORD K E E -P E R 

f^L I y^. l.^E T iV " 



j*w *■;;. 



afS fo fully defcribedjjjy my Lord Clarendon, 
aad^ there zt^Hjij&w * additional circum- 
fiaoteJIJll^ted of. hldf^clfe where, that it would 

be 



.ft 



* That gcod man »gM^ Hall infinuates in his 
Hard Meafure, p. 48, &c, thai the Keepar attempt' 
,:.a: *• - ^ ' ed 
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be an ufelefs rccypitulation to mention more 
than the lift of his compofitions, which are 

** Several Speec^ t* 

•^ Several ftrgijientj and difcourfe$. 



« 



Reports in the Commotf 'Wc^and Exche- 



> 



■? 



'' quer. .'*^ 

'^ His humble fubmiffioQ and fuppUcgtiop .to 
** the Houfe of Lords, S^pte.mbef 28, i()42,*' 
Uncertain if genuine J. 

ed to make his peace with the prevailing Party j by 
an untimely facrifice of the Prote/iation of the 
Bijbops, " Vide Biogr. Brit. p. 2492. and who*, 
ever will examine vd. xi, p. 46. 123, 199 9f that 
'^'fm'ious find ufefulwcrkp the Parliamentary Hijitryy *' 
will find injlances of even mo?e than time-fJhfl0g 
cr prevarication in the Kee^per*' *"J*' 

f Ji^09dj W. 2. />. 83. X /^'^- i. 

^ ' ' f.^ ^'?^'^. 
... - ' ^x 
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A R T H V R 
L O R'^D C a P E L. 

IT was a reSlarkable fcene exhibited on the 
fcaffold on \irhich Lord Capcl fell : At the 
fame time was executed the once gay, beautifnl,. 
galant Earl of Holland, whom neither the ho- 
nours fliowered on him by his Prince, nor his 
former more tender conneftions with the Queen, 
could prefenre from betrajdng, and engaging 
againft both. He now appeared funk beneath 
the indignities and cruelty he received froiJl 
men, to whom and from whom He had de* 

fiAttd while the brave Capel, who, having 

Atmned the fplendor of Charles's fortunes, had 
fioodibrtlT to guard them on their decline, trod 
the fatal flage with all the dignity of valour 
and confcious integrity. 

He wrote 
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' A book of Meditations, * publifhed after hh 
detfefa ; to -which are added a few of his Letters f • 



E D ,TF A R D 

IT 

LORD HER %E R 7 



^■» O F ^ 

- ■■■ . A . : 



C H E R B U R Y,' 



■r, 



ONE of the greateft ornaments oi th^. 
learned peerage, was a man of a martial 
ipirit and a profound underAanding. He was 
made Knight of the Bath ^vhen Prince Henry 
"was inftalled for the Garter; and bdng lent 
Embaflador to France to interpofe in behal£ gf 

• FulUr in Hertfordjlire^ ^.28. 
*' "^ His device was a Scepter ^6d crown or^ m 
afield azure ^ mth this Motto^ FerfeEliJfima Gm* 
b.rnatio. V. CataL of Coronet'^ Devices in tbedvil 
war J at the end of a thin Pamphlet^ called, th$ 
art of tmking Devices^ done into EngHJb iyT» 
Bkunt. 164S. 

P 3 the 
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the Pf6!cflanW of that Kingdom, n* returtfed 
the ihfolence of the great CJonftable Lnyncs mm 
the fpirit of a Gentleman, without committing 
his dignity of Embaflador, It occafioned a cool- 
nefs between )he Courts, but the blame fell 
wholly on the Conftable. In 1625 Sir Edward 
was made a Baron of Ireland, in 1631 of £ng- 
lafid, but in file Mufe of his Country fided with 
it's Reprefentatl^s *• He died in 1648, having 
writtcm 

** De Veritate, proiit diftinguitur a Revela- 
•* tione, a verifimili,'a poffibili, a falfo. Cui 
^ dpcri additi funt duo ilii traftatus ; primus^ 
«• it caufis errorum ; aliter, de religione La- 
* icu Una cum appendice ad Sacerdotes de 
" teligibne Laici; & quibufdani poematibus.'* 
It ^as tranflated into French, and printed at 

* In the Parliamentary H'ljiory it is /aid that 
Lord HeJ bert offended the Houfe of Lcrds hf a 
Spiech in behaif of the King^ and that he at)enied 
hit Mojefiy at York, Tet the very mxt ycar^ on 
a clofer inftght into the Spirit of that party^ He 
quitted ihem, and was a great fufferer in his/or^ 
tune from their vengeance, V. Pari. Hift. vol. xi. 
p, 3. 87. 

Paris 
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Paris iQ quarto, in ib'^g. In this book the 
Author ulTerts the dbArine of innate ideas* 
Mr. Locke, who has taken notice of this w6rk> 
allows his Lordfliip to be a Man of great parts. 
Gaflendi anfwercd it at the requeft of Peii'efc 
and Diodati, bat the anfwer was not pnbli(hed 
till after Gaffendi's death. Baxter made re- 
marks on the Treatife de Veritate, in his ** More 
** reafons for the Chriftian religion ;" arid 6ne 
Kortholt, a foolifti German zealot, took fuch 
offence at it, that he wrote a treatife ibtituleci, 
*^ De tribus ImpoAoribut maghis, Edvardo Her^ 
*« bert, Thoma Hobbes^^fk Bencdifto Spinofl, 
^Miber*. 



<< De religione Gentilium, errommque apud 
** eos caufis." The firft part was printed at 

P 4 London 

■■• 

>■ 

^sGen. DiSI. vol. 6. p. 122. TVooJj vol 2.p.iii. 
In Liland's view of Deijlical writers^ vol. l. p. 24. 
// isfaid that there extfis a manufcript life of this 
Lordy drawn up from memorials penned by him- 
felf, in which is a mfi extraordinary account of his, 
Lmrdjhip putting up a Jolemn prayjr for afign 
to dire^ him whether he Jhould publi/b hi^. Treatife 
de Veritate or not ; and that he interpreted (hfiidden 

noife 
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London 1645, 8vo. and the whole in 1663 .quo. 
and re-printed in 1700 oftavo. It was tranflated 
into Englifli by Mr. W. Lewis, 1705, oftavo. 

*' Expeditio Buckinghami Duds in Ream in* 
" fulam." Publiflied by Tim. Baldwin, L. L. D. 
16569 Lood. oAavo. 

•* Life and reign of Henry the Eighth.'* 
Lond. 164^ 1672, and 1682. Re printed in 
Kennet't ^«ompIeat Hlftory of England. The 
original manufcript wasdepofited by the Author 
in 16439 in the arc)pfrs of the Bodleian library. 
It was undertaken by command of King James 

noffe as an imprimatur. There is no Jlronger cha* 
ra^erijlic of human nature than ifs being open to 
the gr^ffefl coniradi&lons : One of Lord Herbert's 
chief arguments mgainfl revealed religion^ is^ the 
improbability that Heaven Jhould reveal it's ivUl to 
mtly a porticn of the earthy which he terms parti- 
cular religion. How could a man \,fup}cftng the 
anecdote genuine'} who doubted of partial, believe 
individual revelation ? TVhat vanity to think his 
hook of fuch importance to thecaufe of truths tljat it 
eould exto t a declaration of the Divine fFil', when 
fbeintirejis ff half Mankind could not ! 

' the 
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Ac Firft, and is much etleemed : Yet one can- 
not help regretting that a man who found it ne- 
ceflary to take up arms againft Charles the Firft, 
fliould have palliated the enormities of Henry 
the Eighth, in comparifon of whom King Charl^ 
'^as an excellent Prince. It is ftrarige that 
writing a Man's life fliould generally make the 
Biographer become enamoured of his fubjed ; 
whereas one flu)uld think that the nicer dlfcp^- 
fition one makes into the life of aUy man, the 
Icfs reafon one fliould find to love or admire 
him. * 

■ ■ ' 

** Occafional poems." Lond. 1665. o^avo. 
Publiftied by H. Herbert, his younger Son, and 
by him dedicated to Edward Lord Herbcrj, 
Grandfon of the Author. ■ 

'A " ■ ~ ■ 

Others of his poeiiis are difperfed among the 
works of other authors, particularly in Jofliua 
Sylvefter's *' Lacrymae lacrymarum, or the fpirit 
** of tears diftilled for the untimely death pf 
« Prince Heniy." Loud. 16x3. <ju^, 

-* In 
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In the library of Jeftt College, Oxford^ ant 
preferved his Lordlbip's hHlorical ColleAions. * 

He is buried at St. Giles's in the Fields, but 
had erefled an allegoric monumeat for himfelf 
in the church of Montgomery^ a defcription of 
which is given by Loyd f. His Lordfliip had 
been indemnified by the Parliament for his cafUe 

of Montgomery, which they thought proper to 

It 

demolifh. 



JAMES StANLETy 
EARL of DERBY. 

AMONG the fufferers for King Charles 
the Firft none call greater jullre on the 
caufe than this heroic Lord, who feems to have 
been actuated by a true fpirit of honour and dif- 



* Vidi account of the antiquities and cunofit'ies 
9f Otsford^ 1749' p- lOO. 

f Eng.TVorlhies^ p. 1018. ' W** 

" inter- 
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intereftednefs. ^me ddntrafled great meiit 
from their behaviour in tfiat quarrel ; the coa- 
duft and brave death of this Lord were but the 
conclufion of a life of virtue, accomplifliments 
and humanity. 

He wrote 

m 

** The Hiftory and Antiquities of the Ifle of 
** Man, this own little kingdom] with an ac- 
" count of his own proceedings and lofles in the 
** civil war : interfperfed with fundry advices to 
" his Son." It was not compleated as he in- 
tended it, but is publifhed as he left it in P^*s 
Defiderata curiofa *. 

But what did him greater honour was the 
fpirited anfwer he fent to Ireton, who made him 
large offers if he would deliver up ibe Ifland 
to him. Though that letter has been f printted 

* vol. 2. lib. II. 

•[ In a collet ion of Utters printed lyWickerion 
1745,. p. 10; and in another in two vclutnes by 
Didjley 1755, *^^^' '• P- '9o« ^here are fomi 
fiigbt variations in the two copies ^ and the former 
by miftakefuppofei the Utter fent to CromweU in/lead 
of Ireton, 

more 
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more thaa once, fuch a model of biave natural 

eloquence cannot be thought tedious : 

*' T Received your letter with indignation, and 
*< X with fcorn return you this anfwer ; that I 
** cannot but wonder whence you fhould gather 
*« any hopes that I fhould prove like You> 
•• treacherous to my Sovereign ; fince you can 
** not be ignorant of my former aftings in his 
** late Majefly's Tendce, from which principles 
** of loyalty I am no whit departed. I fcorn 
** your proffers ; I difdain your favour ; I abhor 
** your treafon ; and am fo far from delivering 
« lathis ifland to your advantage, that I fhall 
** keep it to the utmoft of my power to your 
*« deftruftion, ^ Tskc this for your final anfwer, 
** and forbear any farther foUicitations, for if 
*« you troul?le me with any more meflages of this 
*« natute, I will burn the paper and hang up the 
«« bearer. This is the immutable refolution, 
** and fliiU. be the undoubted pradtice of him 
" who accounts it' his chiefeft glory tQ. be his 
*' Majefty's mqft loyal and obedient fubjeft 

'^ From CaJile'Ttwn this DER^Y.HI 

JOHN 
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k, JOHN D I G B r, 
EARL of BRISTOL, 



WA S Father of the celebrated Lord Digby, 
aod by no means inconnderable himfelf^ 
though checked by the circumftances of the 
times {rem Mking fo great a figure in various 
lights, as fortune and his own talents feemed to 
prtlmife. Marked for a feafon as a favorite- by 
^', King James, he was eclipfed by the predomi- 
nant luflre of the Duke of "Buckingham, and 
traverfed by the fame impetuofity in his Spanifh 
negotiations, to which his grave and flately 
temper had adapted him. Being attacked by 
that over- bearing man, he repelled and worfted 
him ; and (hone greatly amoilg the difcontented 
in Parliament: But the violences of that af- 
fembly foon difgufted his folemn tHifpofition, for 
4R TJ^t was. not fupple enough for a court, 
was by far too haughty for popularity. • He. 

woutld 



^* 
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would have been a fuitable Minifter fi)r Auftrian 
phlejjm, or a "proper Patriot in a Diet, which 
would hav* been content to proceed by reinon-. 
ilrance and memorial. A mercurial Fayoritf, 
and a military Senate ov^rfet him *. 

In his youth he was aipoet, and wrote 

** Verfes on tbe^ death of Sir Henry Unton of 
*« Wadley, Bejfe^ 

** Other powB ;** one' of which, an air for 
three voices, was fet by H. Lawes, Siid publi(he$l 
in his <^ Ayres and dialogues/' Lond. 1 653. fij. 

** A traft wherein is fet down thofe motives 
** and ties of religion, oaths, laws, loyalty and 
** gratitude, which obliged hiqi to adhere unto 
** the King in* the late unhappy wars in Eng- 
** land/' 

•* A traft wherein he vindicates his honour 
" and innocency from having in any kind de- 

♦ Vide Clarend^Hy and AnUny Jf^ood, ^/T W 

p. 163. :« 



** ferved 



*.♦ 
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.«< ferved that injurious and mercilefs cenfure of 
** being excepted from pardon or mercy either in 
•' life or fortunes." Thcfe two pieces have the 
general title of his Apology. 

** An appendix to the firft traft," and printed 
together with both fjjfOBfss^ and ^VT^o of his 
•* fpeeches, at Caen 1647." thin folio. Re- 
printed 1 656. quarto. 

*' Anfwer to the Declaration of the Houfe of 
•« Commons, February 11, 1647, againft mak- 
•* ing any more addrefles to the King." Caea 
MV^S. quarto. 

** An.addition to the above. M.S. 

R 

• ** Several letters in the Cabala. 



■ K 



* 4^' Tranflation of Peter du Moulin's book, in- 
tituled, ** A defence of the Catholic Faith, conr 
** tained in the book of Kingjames againft the 
^ anfwer of N. CoefFeteau, 'hhUl Lond. i6iQ« 

' ?fhe dedication to the King is in the name of 
J. Sahdford, bis chaplain.' 

.1 J ULick 
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U LICK DE BURGH, 
MARQtofCLANRICKARDE, 

EARLof St. ALBANS. 



H 



E was Son of the great Earl of Clan- 
rickarde by that remarkable Woman the 
Lady Frances, fole daughter and heirefs of ||r 
Francis Walfmgham, widow of Sir Philip Sidney 
and of Robert Earl of EfTex, and Mothtr of the 
Generals of the Parliament's army irf England 
and of the King's army in Ireland, Robert the 

*i*ftcond. Earl of Effex, and this Lord Ulick^ 
who is reprefented as a man of great hono«j|k 
and thongh a fteady Roman Catholic *, was' a 
zealous fcrvant rf the King againft the Irifti 

^T/ rebels, fucce(||Mig ^e Marquis of Ormond ia 

* Hh Mother turned Papiji afier Lord EJex^s 
death. 

hh 
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liis Lieutenancy and ill fuccefs. He loft an im- 
pienfe eftate in that kingdom, and being obliged 
to fubnait to the fnpeiior arms of the Pailia- 
ment, he retired to England in 1657, and died 
wlthia the year at his houfe called, Summer- 
hill, in Kent. He has left a large collection of 
papers relating to the affairs of the Irifti rebel- 
lion : They were pnblifhed imperfeftly at Lon- 
don in 1722 in o6lavo, under the title of 

«' Memoirs of the Right Honourable the 
" Marquis of Clanrickarde, Lord Deputy of 

; *• Ireland, containing feveral original papers and 
** letters of King Charles the Second, the 

■ •* Queen Mother, the Duke of York, the 
•* Duke of Lorrain, the Marquis of Ormond, 
«' Archbifhop of Tuam, Lord Vifcount TaafFe, 
** ^r. relating to the treaty between the Duke 

. ** of Lorrain and the Irifti Commi/fioners from 
** February 1650, to Auguft 1653. [faid to be] 
*' Publifhed from his Lordfhip's original manu- 
<* fcript. To which is prefixed a DifTcrtation 
*' containing feveral curious obfervations con- 
" cerning the Antiquities of Ireland." 

Vol. 1. CL Buj 
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Eut a compleat edition has been lately given 
in folio by the prefent Earl, called, 

" The Memoirs and Letters of Ulick Mar- 
** quis of Clanrickarde and Earl of St. Albans, 
*' Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and Commander 
•* in Chief of the Forces of King Charles the 
" Fir ft in that Kingdom during the Rebellion, 
'^ Governor of the County and Town of Gal- 
*' way, Lord Lieutenant of the County of 
*' Kent, and Privy jCounfellor in England and 
•* Ireland. Printed from an authentic manu- 
** fcript, and now firft publi/hed by the prefent 
•' Earl of Clanrickarde. Lend. 1757. With 
" a Dedication to the King, and an account o£ 
** the Family of De Burgh." 

The title of the new Edition is more proper 
than the former, as it is in reality little more 
than a colleftion of letters ftrung together to- 
prcHrve the conneftloD. 



HENRY 
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HENRY CARET, 
EARL of MONMOUTH. 

THE depreffion of the Nobility after the 
death of Charles the Firfl threw many of 
them into ftudious retirement ; of which num- 
ber this fecond Earl of Monmouth appears to 
have been the moft laborious. He feems to have 
diflrufted his own abilities, and to have made 
the fruits of his ftudies his amufement, rather 
than his method of fame. Though there are 
feveral large volumes tranflated by him, we have 
fcarce any thing of his own compofition ; and 
are as little acquainted with his chara(5ler as with 
his genius. Antony Wood *, who lived fo near 
his time, and who tells us that the Earl was 
made a Knight of the Bath at the Creation of 
Charles Prince of Wales in 1616, profefTes that 
he knows nothing more of him but the cata- 
logue of his works, and that he died in i66i« 

* vol, 2. p. 257. 

Qji la 
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In Sir Henry Chauncy's Hcrtfordftiire is the 
infcription on his monument in the church at 
Rickmanfworth, which mentions his living 
forty one years in marriage with his Countefs, 
Martha, daughter of the Lord Treafurer Mid- 
dlefex. 

There are extant of his Lordfhip's no lefs 
than feven folios, two oftavos, and a duode- 
cimo, befides the following 

** Speech in the Houfe of Peers, January 30, 
*' 1 641, upon occafion of the prefent diftrac- 
" tions, and of his Majefly's removal from 
« Whitehall.'' Lond. 1641. 

" Romulus and Tarquin, or, de Principe et 
*' Tyranno." Lond. 1637. i^mo. A tranfla- 
tion from Marq. Virg. Malvezzi. Sir John 
Suckling has written a copy of Verfes in praife 
of this tranflation, printed in his Fragmenta 
aurca. Lond. 1648. 

" liiftorical relations of the united Provinces 
«' of Flanders." Lond. 1652, folio. Tranllated 
from Cardinal Bentivoglio. 

« Hiflory 
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" Hiftory of the wars in Flanders." Lond. 
1654. folio. From the lame author. Before 
this tranflation is the Earl of Monmouth's 
pifture, 

'* Advertifements from ParnafTus in two Cen- 
*' turies j with the politic touchftone." Lond. 

1656. folio. From Boccalini. 

" Politic difcourfes, in three books." Lond. 

1657. folio. The original by Paul Faruta, a 
noble Venetian. To which is added, '* Aihort 
** Difcourfe," in which Paruta examines the 
whole courfe of his life. 

*' Hiftory of Venice, in two parts ;" from the 
fame author. Lond, 1658. folio. ** With the 
•* wars of Cyprus," wherein the famous fieges 
of Nicofia and Famagofta, and the battle of 
Lepanto are contained. 

" Theufeof thePaffions," Lond. 1649. 8vo. 
And 

0^3 «* Maa 



ajo NOBLE AUTHORS.' 



** Man become guilty, or the corruption of 
«* bis nature by fin " London. Both wrirtea 
in French by J. Francis Senault. Before the 
former is a good buft of the Earl engraved by 
Faithorne, who, when he took pains, was an 
admirable Engraver. 

*• The hiftoryof the late wars of chriften- 
" dom '* 1 641. folio. 1 believe this, which 
Wood fays he never faw, is the fame work with 
his tranfialion of *' Sir Francis Biondi's hiftory 
^' of the civil wars of England, between the 
•* houfes of York and Lancafler *. 

His Lord (hip began alfo to tranflate from the 
lulian, " l'riora*o's hiftory of France,'* but 
died before he could linilh it. It was com- 
plcatcd by Wiiiiam Brent, Efq; and printed 
at London 1677. 



* ViJe Eiogr. Brit. p. 21^6. 



MILDMAT 



KOBLE AUTHORS. J31 



MILD MAT FANE, 
EARL of WESTMORLAND. 



A 



LL I can fay of this Lord, is, that he 
wrote 



** A very fmall book of poems," which he 
gave to, and is ftill preferved in the library of 
£manuel -College, Cambridge, 



DUDLEY LORD NORTH, 

THE third Baron of this accomplilhed 
Family, was one of the fineft Gentle- 
men in the court of King James, but in fup- 
porting that charafter diflipated and gamed away 
the greatefl part of his fortune. In 1 645, He 
appears to have afted with the Parliament, and 
was nominated by them to the adminiftration of 

0^4 the 
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the Admiralty in conjunftlon with the great 
Earls of Northumberland, Eflex, Warwick, 
and others. He lived to the age of eighty JSve, 
the latter part of which He paflTed in retirement, 
having written a fmall folio of mifcellanies in 
profe and verfe, under this title 

** A Forefl: promifcuous of feveral feafons* pro- 
** duftions. In four parts." 1659. The profc» 
which is afFefted and obfcure, with many quo- 
tations and allufions to Scripture and the Claflics, 
confifts of EfTays, Letters Charadlers in the 
manner of Sir Thomas Overbury, and devout 
Meditations on his Misfortunes. The Verfe, 
though not very poetic, is more natural, and 
written witli the genteel cafe of a Man of 
Quality : A fpecimen of which, being very 
Iliort, I fhall produce *, 

A I R. 

«« So full of courtly reverence, 
** So full of formal fair refpeft, 

** Carries a pretty double fenfe, 
<' Little more pleafing than negleft. 

* Pas^ 98. 
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•* It is not friendly, 'tis not free ; 

** It holds a diftance half unkind : 
** Such Diftance between you and me 

*' May fuit with yours, but not my mind. 
*' Oblige me in a more obliging way ; 
** Or know, fuch over-afting fpoils the play." , 

There is one fet of a fort of fonnets, each of 
which begins with a fucceffive letter of the 
Alphabet. 



EDWARD SOMERSET, 
MARQUIS of WORCESTER, 

APPE ARS in a very different light in his 
. public charafter, and in that of author: 
In the former he was an adlive zealot ; in the 

latter, a fantaftic projeftou and mechanic ia 

. both very credulous. Though literary charac" 

ter be the intention of this catalogue, it is im- 

poflible to give any idea of this Lord merely from 

-, Che fole work that he has publiflied, it being 

nothing 
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nothing more tlian, fcarce fo much as heads of 
chaptcfrs. His political charafter is fo remark- 
able that it opcDs and makes even his whimfical- 
nefs as a Writer lefs extraordinary. In ihort, 
this was the famous Earl of Glamorgan, fo 
created by Charles the Firft, while heir apparent 
to the Marquis of Worcefler. He was a bigot- 
ted Catholic, but in times when that was no 
dif-reconunendaiion at court, and when it grew 
a merit. Being of a nature extremely enter- 
prizing, and a warm royalift, he was difpatched 

into Ireland by the King Here Hiftory lays 

it's finger, at leafl is interrupted by Controi^crfy. 
The Cenfurers of King Charles charge that 
Prince with fending this Lord to negotiate with 
the Irifh rebel Catholics, and to bring over a 
great body of them for the King*s fervice. The 
devotees of Charles would difculpate him, and 
accufe the Lord Glamorgan of forging powers 
from the King for' that purpofe. The Faft 
ftands thus ; the Treaty was difcovered * ; the 
Earl was imprifoned by the King's fervants iu 

* By the Parliament of England^ 

Irelaa(fy 
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Ireland f, was difmiffed by them unpunifhed be- 
fore the King's pleafure was known. The Parlia- 
ment complained ; the King difavowed the Earl> 
yet wrote to have any fentence agalnft him fuf- 
pended, renewed his confidence in him ; nor 
did the Earl ever feem to refent the King's dif- 
avowal, which with much good-nature he im- 
puted to the neceffity of his Majefty's affairs. 
This myfterious bufinefs has been treated at large 
in a book publifhed in 1 747 ; and again with 
an appendix, in 1756, called, " An Inquiry 
*' into the (hare which King Charles the Firft 
*' had in the tranfa6lions of the Earl of Gla- 
•' morgan, &e.'* It is there ftrenuoufly afTcrted 
againft Mr. Carte that the King was privy to the 
negotiation. Seven years elapfed without Mr- 
Carte's reply. Two months before he died, he 
was fuppofed to be the author of an advertife- 
ment promifing an anfwer. From the treatife 
juft mentioned it appears plainly that the King 
was at leaft far from difapproving the attempt 
for his fervice ; that the oftener he difavowed it, 

•j- See Lord Dlgby^s and Glamorgan's letters on 
thii affair in the Pari. Hift. voL 14. p. 224. 

the 
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the more faintly he denied it ; and that his bc/l 
friends cannot but confefs that He had delivered 
blank warrants or powers to the Earl ; and his 
Majefty's own letters feem to allow every lati- 
tude which the Earl took, or could take in fil- 
ling them up. Thus ftands the difpnte. 
I cannot help forming an opinion, which, with- 
out reconciling, will comprehend what may be 
the ftrongeft fentiments on either fide. With 
the King's enemies I cannot but believe he com- 

mifEoned the Earl to fetch Irifti forces With 

his Favourers, I cannot think him fo much to 
blame if he did. It requires very primitive re- 
fignation in a Monarch to facrifice his crown and 
his life, when perfecuted by fubjefts of his own 
feft, raither than preferve both by the affiftance 
of others of his fubjefts, who differed from him 
in ceremonials or articles of belief*. The dread- 

♦ Hts Majejlj at leoji in accepting thtir fupporty 
would hut have a^ed as a f ious Princefs has done 
Jince^ whom no body will fufpeSf of tendernefs for 
heretics— ^In the itfi war the Emprefs ^tteen exr 
cufcd berfelf to the Pope^ fr making ufe of the 
Ajfflance^ of England^ with this remarkable Ex* 
prej/icfi, ^' ces font ddS braves iinpies.^^ 
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ful Iti/h Papyisi []and they certainly were horrid 
men] founded very pathetically in a party re- 
monftrance of the Parliament : But when he 
was dipped in a civil war, can we in this age 
ferioufly impute it to him as a crime that He 
endeavoured to raife an army wherever He could ? 
His fault was not in propofing to bring over the 
Iri/h, but in having made them neceflary to his 
aiFairs. Every body knew that He wanted to 
do without them, all that he could have done 
with them. He had found the Crown in poflef- 
fion of greater power than is fit to be trufted in 
a fingle hand : He had exerted it to the utmoft. 
Could a man, who had ftretched every firing of 
prerogative, confent with a good grace to let it 

be curtailed ? 1 argue for the man, not for 

the particular man. I think Charles to be pitied, 
becaufe few men in his fituation would have 

j^fted better. 1 am fure if he had adled with 

more wifdom it had been worfe for us ! It re- 
quired a noblencfs of foul and an efFort of un- 
derflanding united, neither of which he pofTefled, 
to prefer the happinefs- of Mankind to his own 
Will. He had been bred in a Palace; what 
idea could that give him of the wretchedncfs of 

a Cot' 
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a Cottage ? Bcfidcs, Charles did not defire to 
opprcfs the poor : He wanted to humble, per- 
haps to en (lave fome free Speakers in the Houfe 
of Commons, who po/fibly, by the by, he knew 
were ambitious, interefted, worthlefs men. He 
did not know, or did not refleft, that by en- 
flaving or filencing two or three hundred bad 
men, he would entail flavery on millions of poor 
honeft men and on their pofterity. He did not 
confider that if he might fend a Member to the 
Tower, an hundred of his fubalrern Minifters 
would, without his knowledge, fend a thoufand 
poor men to jail. He did not know that by his 
becoming King of the Parliament, his Lords> 
nay, his very Cuftom-houfe Officers, would be- 
come the Tyrants of the reft of his Subjedls. 
How feldom does a Crifis happen like that under 
Henry the Seventh, when the infolence of the 
little Tyrants the Nobility is grown to fuch a 
pitch that it becomes necefTary for the great Ty- 
rant the King to truft liberty in the hands of the 
Commons, as a balance between him and his 

Lords! It is more feiioufly objected to 

Charles, that to obtain their affiftance, he granted 

terms 
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terms to his catholic fubjefts very unfuitable ta 
the charafter of a proteftant martyr King, as he 
has been reprefented. Yet they are his friends 
who give weight to this objeftion : If they would 
allow what was true, and what appeared clearly 
from his Majefty's letter, when Prince, to Pope 
Gregory 15th, that Charles had been originally 
not only not averfe to the Romifli religion, but 
had thought the union of the two profeffions 
very pra6licable and confiftent, it would ceafe 
to appear extraordinary, that he (hould very 
readily make conceffions to a party whom he 
believed his friends, in order to prevent be- 
jng forced to make conceffions to his Enemies, 
With his principles, could Charles avoid think- 
ing that it was better to grant great indulgences 
to catholic Bifhops, than to be obliged to con- 
fcnt to the depreffion or even fupprcffion of Epif- 
copacy in England ? The convocation itfjf 
perhaps would not have thought Charles much 
in the wrong. Yet it is certain that the King 
fent orders to the Marquis of Crmond to endea- 
vour to difunite the papifts and turn their arms 
on one another, rather thau grant them more 

indul* 
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Indulgences*. In my opinion, a toleration fo^ 
Papifts is preferable to intrigues for making 
them cut one another's throats.-— —But to re. 
turn to Glamorgan » 



■\ 



The King, with all his afFeftion for the Earl, 
in f one or two letters to others mentions his want 

of judgment. Perhaps his Majefty was glad 

to truft to his indifcretion. With that his Lord- 
fhip feems greatly furniftied. We find him tak- 
ing oaths upon oaths to the Pope's Nuntio, with 
promifes of unlimited obedience both to his Holi- 
nefs and his Delegate ; and J begging five hun- 
dred pounds of the Irifh Clergy to enable him to 
embark and fetch fifty thoufand pounds, like aa 
Alchemift, who demands a trifle of money for 
the fecret of making gold. In another letter 
He promifes two hundred thoufand crowns, ten 
thoufand arms for foot, two thoufand cafes of 
piftols, eight hundred barrels of powder, and 
thirty or forty fhips well provided ! It is certaia 
that He and his Father wafted an immenfe fum 

* Pari. Uiji. vol. 14. ^. 95. 
•\ Birth's Inquiiy^ p. 124. 
X ib* 219. 

4!j 
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in the King's, caufe, of all whii:h .merits and 
zeal bis Majefly was fo fenilbles that he gava the 
Earl the moft extraordinary patent that perhaps 
was ever granted *, the chief powers of which 
were to make him Generalif&mo of three armies^ 
and Admiral, with nomination of his Officers, 
to enable him to raife money by felling his 
Majefty's woods, wardfhips, cufloms, and pre- 
rpgadves, and to create by i blank patents, to 
be filled up at Glamorgan's pleafure, from the 
raok of Marquis to Baronet. If any thing could 
jniUfy the delegation of fuch authority, befides 
his Majefty's having loft all authority when He 
conferred it, it was the promife with which the 
King concluded of beftowing the Princefs Eliza- 
beth on Glamorgan's Son. It was time to adopt 
him into his Fanuly, when He had into his 

• Fide CottirCs peerage in Beaufort. 

\ If the Earl had abufed the king^s power be^ 
fire J how came his Majejiy to truji him again ? To 
truji him with blank powers ? And of a nature fo 
unknown ? The Houfe of Lords did not que/tion the 
reality of thefecond commijjiony which yet was more 
incredible than the former j efpecially if the former 
bad been forged. 

Vol, I. R Sovc 
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Sovereigaty. Tbis patent tkeMarqvis ofter the 



Reftoration gave up cp the Houfk of Poert. fit 
did not long furvive that Ara, dying ia i6^» 
after he had pi^bliibed die foUowi^g amaang 
piece of follj, 

'' A centary erf" the oanes <and ica&diBgB -of 
*^ foch inventions as at prefism I <an caS to mind 
^' to Iiave tri^d and perfeftcd, {kay fooaaer aoiies 
«' being loft] tiT^/' Firft printed in die yqar 
1 663, and re-printed in 1 746. It is a very tmM 
pleccy containing a dedkaiion tp Ckai:>le3^ "the 
Second j another to bodi Jboules of ParliaaeBt, 
in which he afffirms ItaWog, in the prefence of 
Charks the Flrft, performed <many <if the feats 
mentiooed in , bis book ; a ubk ^ coatents^ 
and the work idelf, which is but: a table «f con* 
tents neitheri being a lift of an hundred projeAs^ 
moft of them impoffibiliti0s> but all of which he 
afErms haidng difcovered the art of performing. 
Some of "the eafieft fcem to be, how tp write with 
a fingle.line; with a point; how-to ufe all the 
JBejjife^ iadifi<u*e&jtly for eadi other, as, ^ telk 
by colours, and to read by the -tafte ; to laake 
an uniinkable ihip ; how to do and to preven^ 

the 



% 



NOBL£ AUTHORS. 343 

" ihfe £uDe thing ;.how to fail againft wind and 
" lidei bow to form an univerfal chara6Ver % how 
' io converie by jangling bells out of tupe ; how 
- i6 tiUbe towns or prevent their being taken ; how 
lo write in the dark ; how to cheat with dice ; 
and9 in fliort, how to fly. Of all thefe wonder- 
fiii inventions the laft but one feems the only one 
(£ which his Lordfliip has left the fecret : And 
jby * two of die others, it appears that the re- 
nowned Biihop WiUdns was but the Marquis's 
ijifijple.-*— But perhaps too much has been (aid 
CO fo fantailic a Man. No wonder He believed 
Tranfubfiantiation, when he believed that him- 
- felf could work impol&bilides ! 

As I would by no means fwell this Catalogue 

mmeceflarily, I fhall under the article of this 

Blarquis of WorceHer fay a litde of his Father, 

^ In whofe name t^o or three pieces are'publiflicd, 

and yet without conftitudng him an Author. 

. ~ He t appears to have been a worthy and dif- 
. interfiled Man, living with credit ^^i^chartfter 

♦ The univerfal chara£fer^ and thi art of Jlyingp 
'\^A. Wood^ vol, 2, pages 98, 99, 100. 

R2 at 
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at his caftle of Ragland during the peaceable 
part of King Charles's reign, and defending it 
for him at his own expence till the very conclu- 
fion of the war, it being the laft garrifon that 
furrendered. The Marquis, the richeft of the 
Peers, fpent his fortune in the canfe, and died "a 
prifoner foon after the demolition of his caftle, 
the articles of the capitulation having been 
violated. One Dr. Thomas Bayly, fon of the 
author of the Praftice of Piety, had found his 
Lordfhip in the Welfti mountains, had given 
him ferviceable information of the approach of 
the enemy, and having been witnefs to fome 
converfations on religion betvreen the King, 
who was twice fheltered at Ragland, and the 
Marquis, who had early embraced the Catholic 
religion, Dr. Bayly, as preparatory to his own 
fubfequent change, publifhed in the year 1649^ 
a book called 

** Certamen religiofum *, or a conference be- 
** tween King Charles the Firft, and Henry late 
** Marquis of VVorcefler, concerning religion, 

♦ A. Wo9d^ vol I* f. 568.. 
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** in Ragland-caftle, 1646.** This piece gave 
great ofFence, and was anfwered by Hamon 
L'Eftrange, by Chriftopher Cartwright of York, 
and by an advertifement of Dr. Heylin, the 
Editor of King Charles's works, wherein they 
aflerted that the conference was the fiftion of 
Bayly, and had nothing refembling his Majefty's 
flyle. Bayly, returned abufe on Heylin in ano- 
ther book called " Herba parietis ;" and to afcer- 
tain the capacity of the Marquis for fuch a con- 
troverfy, which had been called in queftion. 
He publiftied 

" The * golden apothegms of King Charles 
** the Firft, and Henry Marquis of Worcefter, 
** £fff.'* Lond. 1660, one fheet in quarto. In 
another place f Wood calls this little piece 

*' Worcefter's Apothegms, or witty fayings of 
<* the Right Honourable Henry late Marquis and 
*' Earl of Worcefter, &c.'' In both places 

* ik p. 569. 
•j- voL 2. p. 99. 

R 3 Wood 
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Wood itifB (his was barrowffd from the wwk 
of an anoitydiMit aiidior, caBej 
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«< Vnttf^pbihegais dclbered at Tevefal times, 
^ and dpba fevtcral occafioiKt by King Jaam 
^ the Fhii^, King Cbarics the Firft, the Mar- 
** qois of Worcefler, Franeb Lord Bacoiv and 
'« Sir Thomas More.'' Loed* 1658. oAavp. 

I fvppofe the date 1 650 of the fecond title is 
a iniftake for 1660, becaufe a book printed in 
fifty could not be l)orrowed from one pf^bliihed 
in the year fifty-eight. What wit there was in 
King James's bon-mots, we pretty well know: 
Having never feen the collection in queftion, I 
can only judge of the Marquis's wit from a 
faying recorded by Antony Wood. His Lord- 
fhip being made Prifoner was committed to the 
cuftody of the 61ack*rod) who then lived in 
Covent- garden : The noble Marquis, iays his 
hifloriographer *» demanded of Dr. Bayly and 
others in his company, what they thought offor^ 
tune-telUrs ? It was anfwered, That fome of them 

♦ iUd. 

fpoki 
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^^9k^ Jbrnvdly. Whereupon the Marqnls laid^ 
^' It was told me by fome of them, before ever 
<< I was a Catholic, that I fhould. die in a 
'^ Convent; but I never believed. them before 
<^ now ; yet I hope they will not bury me ia 
*« a Garden 1 " ■ I am not eager toiee moie 

]tfOofs of his Capacity 1 
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End of the Fi&st Volume^ 
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